
- 1 - 

�
������������	
���
�
��������
����������� � �
	�������
�����������������
���� ������������ ���� ��������

…..Open at the Top….���� ���� �������������������������������������������������	

�� �	

���	

���	

��� ���
                 

        ��
���������
���������
���������
�������  

Sunday Services, 11:00 a.m.,  385 Summit Boulevard, Big Bear Lake, CA 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
909-584-2040,  Email:  bvcse@earthlink.net.  Website: www.bvcrs.org 

 

Newlyweds Tom Raphael & Ila Holmes 
Imagine our surprise when we learned that long-time 

church members had just been married and managed to 
keep it a secret from all of us!   But what a wonderful 
surprise it was.  Tom & Ila first met working at the 
Discovery Center about 8 years ago.  Several years later 
they decided to take a Square Dance class together… and 
the rest is history.  The dance class met at the Masonic 
Lodge, which is also our church home.  Tom asked Ila if 
she went to this church, and would she bring him 
sometime.  What a lucky day for our congregation. 

Ila has been associated with our church for over 10 
years and is a recently elected Board member and our 
new Vice President.  Ila came to Big Bear 11 years ago 
after retiring from a career as a physical therapist with the 
California Children’s Services.  Tom had been a 
weekender for over 20 years when he retired from 
commercial printing and became a full time Big Bear 
resident.  Interestingly enough, he has a B.S. degree in 
Bacteriology.  Hmmm must be an interesting story how 
that led to a printing career!    

Both are very active in the community.  Ila works 
with the Red Cross, Discovery Center, AAUW, and is on 
the DOVES Board.   Tom is a major contributor to the 
Citizen’s Patrol, as well as the Discovery Center, 
DOVES, and service clubs like the Elks and Masons.  His 
main hobby though is digging in the dirt – you can find 
him in the flower bed. 

 
 

 
Between the two of them they have 6 kids, 10 

grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.  Congratulations 
to two lovely people.  Mazeltov! 
 

Please join us in September 
for these wonderful and gifted speakers: 

 
September 4th – Mr. Art Harriman whose talk is 

entitled “Amp Up the Love,” and Birthday Sunday 
 

September 11th – Rev. Brenda Woods will speak 
to us on “Rebirthing your Christ Mind”. 
 

September 18th – Rev. Lynn Noe.  Her talk is 
called “Do You Want Fries With The Devine Order?” 
and Meet to Eat Sunday at China Town Buffet. 
 

September 25th – Rev. Shelley Heller whose talk 
is entitled “Opening to More Love”, and Potluck and 
Giveaway Sunday. 
 

Table of Contents 
 

Tom & Ila ....................................................................1 

September Services......................................................1 

Practitioner’s Corner....................................................2 

Mark Your Calendar....................................................2 

Practitioners.................................................................2 

Halo Club.....................................................................2 

September Birthdays....................................................2 

Meet your new Board ..................................................3 

Inspiration of Spirit - Christianity................................4 

News from the Center..................................................5 

Our Sponsors ...............................................................6 
 



- 2 - 

Practitioner’s Corner 
 

by Carolyn Dawley, RScP. 
 

We find ourselves at times 
worrying about almost anything:  
finances, health, relationships, family, 
friends, our work, and even world 
problems. Fear and worry are the result 
of the appearance of lack. In our Father's 
kingdom there is no lack of anything. 
God's gifts are infinite and already 

here!   In moments of fear and doubt we must turn within 
and simply by asking and claiming the truth it is revealed 
and our faith is restored.   

In order to get to this place of realization you may 
find a mantra such as "I and my Father are one" or "God is, I 
am divinely protected now" helpful. Whatever your habit, go 
to God and know It lives at the center of your life. Take a 
moment to recognize It's Magnificence, Intelligence, Power 
and Presence. Open to It and feel yourself become receptive 
to the love It projects. In this realization the doorway to truth 
and trust is opened. Anything unlike God ceases to exist. 
Whatever the negative idea, it simply cannot exist at the 
same time your attention is with your God.     

 In this consciousness the Laws of the Universe are 
ignited and operate easily through your life and all your 
experiences.  Divine Intelligence is always in motion for 
your highest good. Here, in this space you are healed of 
whatever seemed to trouble you. You can release any idea 
that prevents your good. You move right through any block 
and step into confidence. Your truth and your trust are re-
established. Peace and calm wash over you. In gratitude and 
complete acceptance you may truly rest in peace and say 
Amen. "There really is nothing to be healed only God to be 
revealed!" 

 
 And So It Is!   

Your Practitioner, Carolyn  
 

Your Practitioners 
 

These loving souls are available to help you with 
any challenges you might be facing: 

 

Carolyn Dawley – 585-5350 
Margaret Westling – 585-7954 

Sally Cornett – 936-5284 or 866-3456 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark Your Calendars 

September 4th –Birthday 
Sunday is the first Sunday of each 
month.  Bring your friends and shine 
your birthday light!   

September 8th –The Board of Trustees and 
Ministerial Selection Committee will meet at the 
BBARWA offices at 121 Palomino Dr., BBC on Sept. 
8th at 7:00 pm for the purpose of issuing a letter of call 
to a new minister for our church.  The candidates are 
Rev. Diane Borcyckowski, Rev. Shelley Heller, and 
Rev. Dr. Mitzi Lynton.  All church members are 
invited to attend and give their input into this process. 

September 18th – Meet to Eat Sunday – We will 
all meet at the China Town Buffet, 40989 Big Bear 
Blvd.  Come and join us! 

September 25th – Potluck and Giveaway Sunday 
Oct. 3rd-7th – Awakened World 2005 
Oct. 10th --  Dr. Masaru Emoto, will be speaking 

at the Northwoods Resort about The Mystery of Water 
and Humans 

 

Meet the Newest Members of the Halo Club 
 

Our Halo Club members for August are: 
 

Bobbie Hunsaker, Francine Fish, 
Julie Grandi and Cliff Rautenberg 
 Join the kindness revolution.  

Imagine what would happen if there 
were an outbreak of kindness in the 
world, if everybody did one kind 
thing on a daily basis. 

Random Acts of kindness are 
those little sweet or grand lovely 
things we do for no reason except 
that, momentarily, the best of our humanity has sprung, 
exquisitely, into full bloom. 

To quote from Random Acts of Kindness:  To 
become the perpetrator of random acts of kindness, 
then, is to become in some sense an angel.  For it 
means you have moved beyond the limits of your daily 
human condition to touch wings with the divine 

. 

September Birthdays 
 

Sue Baker, Devin Bonnee, Vicki 
Cabliglio, Suzie Curtis, Denny Dyke, 
Krystle Dyke, Chad Edwards, Lynn 
Greenham, Diane Holm, Ed Johnson, 
Cindy Jones, Gloria Loucif, Sharon 
Lubert, JC Mason, Lori Maurizi, Jessee Mendoza, Lisa 
Movius, Preston Powell, Christie Robinson, Dee 
Rutledge, Greg Sanders, Amanda Two Spirits 
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Meet your New 2005-06 Board! 
 

 
Outgoing Board Member Jerry Strain  

Front row, l-r:  Carolyn Dawley, Gena Hester, Taras Stratelak, Suzie Curtis,         receives thanks from Outgoing President, 
Leslie L’Heureux, Ila Holmes. Back row: Margo Stewart, Lana Tice, Paul Penardi   Suzie Curtis, for his years of Board service. 

 

New Board – New Officers! 
 At the BVCRS Annual Meeting on August 28th, five new members were elected which increases the size of the Board 
of Trustees to nine.  The bylaws were also amended as proposed.  A new budget was adopted and reports were read by 
the President, Treasurer, Mindshop Manager and Music Director.  Much information was shared while members and 
congregants enjoyed a light lunch.  If you missed the meeting and would like a copy of the information packet, you 
may pick one up on the information table in Community Hall.  
 
The new board consists of:               
 

Officers 
Carolyn Dawley, President 585-5350 
Ila Holmes, Vice President 585-0368 
Leslie L’Heureux, Secretary 585-9862 
Gena Hester, Treasurer  585-4410 

       Members at Large  
Suzie Curtis-Kopolow  584-7747 
Paul Penardi   585-2673 
Margo Stewart   584-7637 
Taras Stratelak   951-505-7689 
Lana Tice   878-3640 

  
  

The Ties That Bind 
 
The Spiritual Community of BVCRS wishes to 

personally thank Suzie Curtis, our outgoing president, 
for her commitment and hard work through this past 
term. 

We wish to thank Carolyn Dawley, who has been 
our lead consciousness and guided us along with her 
loving spirit. 

We also wish to thank Nancy Walker, our Music 
Director, for the songs and music of the angels that she 
brings to us each week. 

These three essential members have given us the 
cohesiveness and continuity which have kept us going 
through this period of transition.  We are now on the 
brink of an exciting new rebirth and want to let each of 
these people know how much they are appreciated. 
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Inspiration of Spirit 

 
This month we are offering the sixth in a series of 

descriptions of the Mandalas depicted in the wall 
hanging that hangs in our sanctuary.  This wall hanging 
was designed a created through the gifted inspiration 
and vision of our own Lana Tice.  Lana has been 
sharing her vast knowledge of the background of each 
of these beautiful symbols.  We are so grateful for 
Lana and to be able to share this information with each 
of you. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Christianity  
By Lana Tice 

 
Christianity is the second of the Abramic religions. 

There are about 1,500 different Christian faith groups 
in North America and they promote many different and 
often conflicting beliefs. Basically, Christianity is 
based on the teachings of Jesus the Christ. Christ is a 
Greek work meaning “messiah” or “anointed one.” 
Jesus was a Jewish preacher and healer born between 7 
and 4 BCE and was executed by the Romans in the 
spring of 25 to 30 CE. Christians believe Jesus was the 
Son of God, that he was born of a virgin, and was 
bodily resurrected 3 days after his death and later 
ascended to heaven.  

After Jesus’ death, his followers formed the Jewish 
Christian movement. Simon Peter probably headed this 
group followed by James. They regarded themselves as 
a reform movement within Judaism.  Saul of Tarsus 
was originally a persecutor of Jewish Christians, but he 
had a vision of the risen Christ, took the name of Paul 
and became the greatest theologian of the early 
Christian movement. Paul’s ministry was directed 
mainly to Non-Jewish people. 

Another belief system in the early years was 
Gnostic Christianity that taught that Jesus was a “spirit 
being” sent by God to impart knowledge to humans so 
that they could escape the miseries of life on earth. 

The Roman Empire recognized Pauline 
Christianity in 313 CE and later that century if became 

the official religion of the Empire. Gnostic Christianity 
was severely persecuted and was almost exterminated. 
Pauline Christianity became the Roman Catholic 
Church and was all powerful in Europe until the 
Protestant Reformation in the 16th century.  

The Protestant movement further fragmented into 
what are now thousands of individual denominations. 

Setting the dogmas and bloodshed of these various 
denominations aside, the words of Jesus ring true for 
all ages. Jesus told great stories in the form of parables 
and aphorisms that invite reflection, and a way to see 
life differently from conventional wisdom or what 
Ernest Holmes calls race thought. He taught love and 
peace and gave us these examples to follow: 

“I am giving you a new commandment: love one 
another as I have loved you.”  John 13:34 

“Peace is what I leave behind for you. I give you 
my peace.” John 14:27 

“Put your sword back into its place, for all those 
who take the sword will perish by the sword.”  

Matthew 26:52 
“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 

you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who 
abuse you.” Luke 6:27 and 28. 

The mandala for Christianity was sewn by Cathy 
Knepp. It is a four point mandala. Four is the number 
of totality, stability and universal order and power. 
There are 4 crosses for the four directions. The cross is 
the emblem of Christian faith. Before Christianity, the 
cross represented the four elemental gods. In 
Christianity, the cross signifies salvation. It represents 
redemption from sin through the sacrifice of Jesus the 
Christ and the promise of eternal life to those who 
believe in him. 

The crosses in our mandala are entwined with 
lilies, the emblem of purity and chastity. The lily is 
associated with the archangel Gabriel and the Virgin 
Mary. 

The doves also represent chastity in the sense of 
marital fidelity because doves were believed to mate 
for life. Doves are also linked to fertility, love, loyalty, 
happiness and peace. 
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News Flashes From the Center!! 
 

Our long-time 
friend, Marge 
Calabrese, made her 
transition on August 
22nd.  Marge will 
always be remem-
bered for her loving 
ways.  Marge had a 
smile that could light 
up a room.  She 
always had a kind 
word and a hug for 
everyone.  A few 
days before her 
passing, Marge had 

said that she wanted to be with her late husband, 
Rocco, and God granted her wish. 

 
The Mystery of Water and Humans 

Dr. Masaru 
Emoto, whose 
water crystal 
photographs were 
featured in the 
movie What 
the #$*! (Bleep) 
Do We Know?, 
will be speaking in 
Big Bear on 
Monday, October 
10, 2005 at 7 pm at 
Northwoods 
Resort.  Dr. 

Emoto, a Doctor of Alternative Medicine, will speak 
on The Mystery of Water and Humans. 

 Dr. Emoto's research captures the crystalline 
structure of water at the moment of freezing, and 
demonstrates the effects of our consciousness on 
water.  Water records information and carries it around 
the planet.   As humans are 70 % water, we are also 
affected by the words, thoughts and intentions directed 
toward us by others.  Therefore, we are directed to "put 
our prayers in the water".   Dr. Emoto's research has 
profound implications for our health and the well being 
of the planet. 

 For further information about Dr. Emoto, visit 
www.hado.net.  Tickets may be purchased through the 
church, or online at www.aplacetogrow.com .  Please 
purchase tickets early as Dr. Emoto's events 
consistently sell out.  His books and products will be 
available, and he will sign books purchased at the 
event.  For further information, you may also contact 
Gina Weiss at (909) 585-7228. 

Food for Thought 
 

“In Japan we have the phrase shoshin, 
which means “beginner’s mind”.  This 
does not mean a closed mind, but 
actually an empty mind and a ready 
mind.  If your mind is empty, it is always 
ready for anything.  It is open to 
everything.  In the beginner’s mind there 
are many possibilities; in the expert’s mind 
there are few”. 

 
Of all the creatures of earth, only human beings 

can change their patterns.  Man alone is the architect of 
his destiny. . . .  Human beings, by changing the inner 
attitudes of their minds, can change the outer aspects of 
their lives. – William James 
 

We are what we repeatedly do.  Excellence then is 
not an act, but a habit.  – Aristotle 
 

Those who do not have power over the story that 
dominates their lives, the power to retell it, rethink it, 
deconstruct it. .  . and change it as times change, truly 
are powerless because they cannot think new thoughts. 
– Salman Rushdie 
 

There is no planet, sun or star that could hold you 
if you but knew who you are. -- Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 

Our doubts are traitors, and make us lose the good 
we oft might win, by fearing to attempt. -- William 
Shakespeare 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Paul & Margo dance the night away. 

 
Newsletter Staff: 

Editor:  Leslie L’Heureux         Layout:  Julie Grandi 
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Meet our Sponsors 
 

ADVERTISE! 
 Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you provide.  We want to support you!  You 

are invited to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches over 300 people.  Please provide 
camera ready art and a check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the October issue by September 
18th.  Questions?  Call 909-584-2040. 
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Here they are again – our new Board!  Thanks to you all for serving….! 
Front row: Carolyn Dawley, Gena Hester, Taras Stratelak, Suzie Curtis, Leslie L’Heureux, Ila Holmes 

Back row:  Margo Stewart, Lana Tice, Paul Penardi 
 

 
Church members support DOVES 

fund-raiser at Starry, Starry Night – 
and have fun at fund-raising! 

 
 
Art gets arrested for supporting a good 

cause �  
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This newsletter is being sent to someone who is loved and respected. 

Bear Valley Church of Religious Science 
Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
 

Sunday Service:  Masonic Lodge 
Address:  385 Summit Boulevard 
Time:  11:00 a.m. 
 

Church Offices: 
502 W. Big Bear Blvd. 
Big Bear City, CA 92314 
 

Phone:  909-584-2040 
Fax:      909-584-2040 
 

You can email at: 
bvcse@earthlink.net 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.bvcrs.org 
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Ministerial Selection Meeting 
BBARWA Building 
121 Palomino Drive 
Big Bear City, CA  


