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Sunday Services, 11:00 a.m.,  385 Summit Boulevard, Big Bear Lake, CA 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
909-584-2040,  Email:  bvcse@earthlink.net.  Website: www.bvcrs.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev Diane Borcyckowski 
An exciting announcement from The Bear Valley 

Church of Religious Science, Center for Spiritual 
Enrichment!!  We are happy and honored to welcome to 
Bear Valley our new minister, Rev. Diane Borcyckowski.  
On October 9th, Rev. Diane’s first talk will be titled “Ch-
Ch-Changes”. New beginnings always start with change 
and new beginnings can be powerful! 

Rev. Diane has been a minister with United Church 
of Religious Science for eighteen years having graduated 
from the Ernest Holmes Ministerial College and also 
holds Bachelor and Masters Degrees from California 
State University in education, theatre and dance.  She has 
been a speaker/presenter at Asilomar conventions, the 
Cypress City Mayoral Breakfast, Soroptimists 
International, the National Organization of Women and 
many cable television shows.  Rev. Diane is also a 
fifteen-year member of the Screen Actors Guild, Equity, 
and AFTRA. She was an actress and director in television 
(Little House on the Prairie and others) and had leads in 
more than 50 stage productions including "Detective 
Story" at the Ahmanson Theatre, starring Charlton 
Heston.   

Having lived in Crestline for three years, Rev Diane 
is thrilled to be moving further up the hill and becoming a 
new member of the Bear Valley community!  Please join 
us on October 9th for service at 11 a.m. with a welcoming 
reception for Rev. Diane to follow.   

 

Please join us in October  
for these exciting talks and new beginnings: 

 
October 2nd – Rev. Peggy Price (guest speaker) will 
present “You Were Not Born for Small Things” 
 

October 9th – Rev. Diane Borcyckowski – debut  
                        presentation entitled “Ch..Ch..Changes” 
 

October 16 – “The Parable of the Lost Sheep and 
                         the Lost Coin” 
 

October 23 – “The Parable of the Laborers in the  
                        Vineyard” 
October 30 - “The Parable of the Cloth and the 
                        Wineskins” 
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Rev. Diane has sent the following letter to be published for all our members and congregants.   
 With that, we give you Rev. Diane -- 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dear Ones, 
 
It is with great pleasure and humility that I accept the Call to serve as your Senior Minister.  
I am awestruck at how gracefully and simply this new path for us all has unfolded.  From the 
first Sunday I candidated, I felt at ease and so warmly welcomed. (Special thanks to Suzie 
Curtis and Carolyn Dawley for their open communication and availability to me throughout 
the process.)  
 
I am so impressed with the way you have all worked together throughout this transition and 
have remained strong and committed to your Church family…. OUR Church family! 
And I have reason to be impressed, as I have much experience in assisting “churches in 
transition” to find their new minister, heal the past and vision for the future.  Very few have 
demonstrated the health and vitality that I have witnessed at BVCRS.   
 
I am very excited to begin the process of getting to know each of you, starting up Science of 
Mind classes, and especially preparing for Thanksgiving – for I believe we all have much to 
be grateful for.  
 
Although I am beginning my ministry on a part-time basis, I feel confident that we will 
rapidly grow to a place where I can release my secondary career as a Realtor and devote 
myself entirely to the Church. In the meantime, it is my goal to be as available to you as is 
humanly and Divinely possible. Please know you can call on me for spiritual counseling, 
ceremonials and pastoral care at any time.   
 
I am about to list my home in Crestline for sale, find a new home in Big Bear and transplant 
myself and my three kitties into our new environment. Please know with me that this 
transition flows and the weather holds until my arrival! 
 
There is a wonderful meditation in the textbook, written by Dr. Holmes that I have already 
begun to use. Perhaps you’ll join me in consciousness to know: 
 
“There is a Witness within me who knows the Truth and who will not let me enter into falsehood. 
My Inner Guide keeps me on the Pathway of Life and directs me at all times to that which is 
right and best. I shall never be without the witness of the Spirit, for I believe in It and accept 
It as the Great Companion of the Soul.” 

 
I look forward to our Perfect Union beginning on October 9th.  Until then, please accept my 
gratitude for your decision to allow me to serve God within your wonderful and loving 
Community. 

Love & Blessings, 
Rev. Diane Borcyckowski 
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Practitioner’s Corner 
 

by Carolyn Dawley, RScP. 
 

      Jesus the Christ brought forth an 
awareness of our own power and 
ability to create. His revelation of the 
power within all people woke the 
world into new thoughts which live on 
today because the truth is eternal. His 
words:  "It is not I but the Father within 

that doeth the work," directs us within where we arrive in 
a place of knowingness that we are surrounded by a Spirit 
of living Intelligence and eternal giving-ness that wishes 
to express Itself through us. This awareness emanates 
from the innermost parts of our being. 

As we arrive in that place of deepest realization we 
begin to sense our Oneness and Unity with all life. It is 
here we may release all thoughts and ideas that don't 
serve us. We release anger, fear, doubts and sadness as  
they are replaced with reality. A reality that your true 
Spiritual self is created perfect, whole, and complete, as 
we are all created in the image and likeness of the Creator 
Itself!  

Now we can accept there is good enough to go 
around, to all alike. God's gifts are given freely and fully 
as we are able to open to them. In this moment we open 
to the One glorious Life which is God's Life working in 
and through all our affairs, relationships, and experiences.  

Now in deepest gratitude and acceptance we release 
our visions  
and desires into that medium of eternal givingness and 
know with complete  
conviction that all needs have already been met.  

Just know it and believe it. And So It Is!   
 

 And So It Is!   
Your Practitioner, Carolyn  

 

Your Practitioners 
 

These loving souls are available to help you with 
any challenges you might be facing: 

 

Carolyn Dawley – 585-5350 
Margaret Westling – 585-7954 

Sally Cornett – 936-5284 or 866-3456 
 

 
 
 

 
Mark Your Calendars 

 
October 2nd – Birthday Sunday is 

the first Sunday of each month.  Bring 
your friends and shine your birthday light! 

October 3rd-October 7th – Awakened World 
Conference 2005 

October 9th – Rev. Diane Borcyckowski’s launch of 
our maiden voyage into the future together.  Welcoming 
reception for Rev. Diane will follow the service. 

October 10th – Dr. Masaru Emoto, will be speaking 
at the Northwoods Resort about The Mystery of Water 
and Humans 

October 16th – Meet & Eat Sunday – We will all 
meet at the China Town Buffet, 40989 Big Bear Blvd.  
Come and join us!! 

October 23rd – Potluck and Giveaway Sunday 
 

Meet the Newest Members of the Halo Club 
 

Our Halo Club members for September are: 
 

Carolyn Dawley, Helene & Art 
Erickson, Ila Holmes,  

and Sherry McDaniel 
 
 Join the kindness revolution.  Imagine what would 

happen if there were an outbreak of kindness in the 
world, if everybody did one kind thing on a daily basis. 

Random Acts of kindness are those little sweet or 
grand lovely things we do for no reason except that, 
momentarily, the best of our humanity has sprung, 
exquisitely, into full bloom. 

To quote from Random Acts 
of Kindness:  To become the 
perpetrator of random acts of 
kindness, then, is to become in 
some sense an angel.  For it 
means you have moved beyond 
the limits of your daily human condition to touch wings 
with the divine 

. 

October Birthdays 
 

Helen Bussey  Liza Kushnarenko, 
Damien Crim  Sherry McDaniel, 
Jennifer Dang  Donna Metevia, 
Teresa Franklyn    Pat Miller 
Willow Gold Kaylinn Penardi 
Cindy Graab Kerri Penardi 
John Heiman  Lyle Rall 
Pam Heiman  Carol Scott 
Bob Henrich Cindy Venuto 
Karen Jones  Margaret Westling 
                Bill Yeager 
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Meet your New 2005-06 Board! 
 

 
Front row, l-r:  Carolyn Dawley, Gena Hester, 
Taras Stratelak, Suzie Curtis,         
receives thanks from Outgoing President, 
Leslie L’Heureux, Ila Holmes. Back row: 
Margo Stewart, Lana Tice, Paul Penardi   
Suzie Curtis,  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

New Board – New Officers! 
 At the BVCRS Annual Meeting on August 28th, five new members were elected which increases the size of the Board 
of Trustees to nine.  The bylaws were also amended as proposed.  A new budget was adopted and reports were read by 
the President, Treasurer, Mindshop Manager and Music Director.  Much information was shared while members and 
congregants enjoyed a light lunch.  If you missed the meeting and would like a copy of the information packet, you 
may pick one up on the information table in Community Hall.  
 
The new board consists of:               
 

Officers 
Carolyn Dawley, President 585-5350 
Ila Holmes, Vice President 585-0368 
Leslie L’Heureux, Secretary 585-9862 
Gena Hester, Treasurer  585-4410 

       Members at Large  
Suzie Curtis-Kopolow  584-7747 
Paul Penardi   585-2673 
Margo Stewart   584-7637 
Taras Stratelak   951-505-7689 
Lana Tice   878-3640 
Rev. Diane Borcyckowski 
          Home Office:    909-338-1125 
          Cell:     909-831-7370 
 

  
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Jer -- Outgoing president, The Suz, thanks  
Jerry Strain for his years of Board service. 

 
 

g
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Inspiration of Spirit 

 
This month we offering the seventh in the series of descriptions of the Mandalas depicted in the wall hanging that hangs 

in our sanctuary.  This wall hanging was designed and created through the gifted inspiration and vision of our own Lana 
Tice.  Lana has been sharing her vast knowledge of the background of each of these beautiful symbols.  We are so grateful 

for Lana and to be able to share this information with each of you 
 

. 

     Islam 
    By Lana Tice 
 

 
Islam is the third of the Abramic religions. The 

name Islam is derived from salam meaning peace or 
submission. Muslim is an Arabic word that refers to a 
person who submits himself or herself to the will of God 
or Allah. Islam is the name of the religion and Muslims 
are the people who adhere to the faith. 

Muhammad, the Prophet, founded Islam in 622 CE. 
Muhammad was in Mecca when Jibrel or Gabriel, the 
archangel, presented him the first revelation. Muhammad 
was about 40 years old when he was visited by the angel. 
In his youth, Muhammad managed caravans for 
merchants and in his travels he met many people from 
different religious backgrounds. From them he learned 
about Judaism, Christianity, and indigenous Pagan 
religions.  After Gabriel’s appearance, Muhammad 
believed that he had been ordained a prophet and his task 
was to convert his countrymen from their pagan beliefs 
and what he regarded as moral decadence, idolatry, 
hedonism, and materialism. 

His teachings met much opposition and he moved to 
Medina. The Jewish people rejected his teaching and he 
was further disappointed. But through religious 
discussion, military activity and political persuasion, 
Muhammad became the most powerful leader in Arabia 
and Islam was firmly established in the region. By 750 
CE, Islam had expanded to China, India, Northern Africa 
and Spain. Today it is the world’s second largest religion. 

Many feel that Islam is the same faith taught by the 
prophets Abraham, David, Moses, and Jesus and that 
Muhammad’s role as the last of prophets was to formalize 
and clarify the faith and to purify it by removing ideas 
that had been added in error. 

The book of Islam is the holy Qur’an. Muslims 
believe it is the word of Allah revealed to Muhammad by 
the archangel Gabriel.   

 
 

 
 

Islam consists of the Five Pillars of Faith: 
 

1. Profession of Faith- There is no deity but Allah, 
and Muhammad is his messenger. 

2. Ritual Worship- Muslims are required to pray 5 
times a day, at dawn, midday, afternoon, evening 
and night. 

3. Almsgiving- Muslims pay a specified amount, 
typically 2.5% of their wealth yearly to assist the 
poor and sick. 

4. Fasting during Ramadan- Muslims are to 
refrain from eating, drinking, smoking, and 
sexual activity from dawn to sunset during the 
month 

5. Pilgrimage to Mecca- Islam requires every 
believer to make at least one visit to Mecca in 
their lifetime if they can afford it. 

 

Sufism appeared in the 7th century CE. Muhammad 
was a profound mystic and he instructed his son-in-law 
Hazrati Ali in the techniques and inner truths of his 
mysticism. Ali in turn instructed other early Muslims and 
nearly every Sufi order traces its lineage back to Ali and 
the circle of Muhammad’s closest friends. Sufis were 
generally accepted and respected within their 
communities. Their mysticism was viewed as an 
extension and deepening of Islamic practice. Sufis 
attracted followers on the strength of their personal 
saintliness. 

The Mandala in the wall hanging, which represents 
Islam, portrays an Islamic knot. Knots were believed to 
block evil and so became a symbol of protection. 
Complex knots were carved into the walls of palaces and 
mosques. Karen Jones pieced the complex knot for our 
wall hanging. Crescent moons and stars, the unofficial 
symbol of Islam surround the knot. The moon goddess 
Hecate was credited with protecting Byzantium in 341 
BCE when a crescent moon suddenly broke through 
clouds above the city as hostile Macedonian forces were 
approaching it under the cover of darkness. Defenders 
manned the walls and the attack was repelled. To 
commemorate Hecate, a crescent and stars image was 
stamped on the city’s coinage. The symbol was later 
adopted by the Turks and other Islamic nations as another 
sign of protection. 
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Food for Thought 
 

Two Wolves 
 

One evening an old Cherokee told his grandson about 
a battle that goes on inside people.  He said, “My son, the 
battle is between 2 ‘wolves’ inside us all.   

One is Evil.  It is anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, 
regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, 
inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego. 

The other is Good.  It is joy, peace, love, hope, 
serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, 
generosity, truth, compassion, and faith.” 

The grandson thought about this for a minute and 
then asked his grandfather:   “Which wolf wins?” 

The old Cherokee simply replied, “The one you 
feed.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And More “Food” 
 

Tomorrow is a new day; begin it well and serenely and 
with too high a spirit to be encumbered with your old 

nonsense.  
Ralph Waldo Emerson 

  
You create your opportunities by asking for them. 

Patty Hansen 
  
To create means to bring into existence . . . creativity is, 
in essence, an internal process that is going on within us, 

all the time 
Peter Russell 

  
The most powerful force behind creation is described as 
the need of the creative principle to give love and receive 

love  
Stanislav Grof 

  
“Reality” is the only word in the English language that 

should always be used in quotes. 
Unknown 

 
When the soul wishes to experience something she throws 
an image of the experience out before her and enters into 

her own image. 
Meister Eckhart 

WHY and HOW We Tithe 

 
Did you know that our church practices the 

spiritual principle of Tithing, which engages the Law 
of Increase?  When we tithe, we understand that the 
first 10% of all income received belongs to God, and 
therefore must go back out into the world.  Tithing asks 
that one gives back to where he/she perceives to have 
received spiritual good, or where the work of God is 
perceived as beneficial.  When we engage the Law of 
Increase through tithing, it opens us up to receive more 
good, which allows us to give more back, on God’s 
behalf, and the circle and cycle of giving and receiving 
grows and grows. 

It is impossible to out-give God, but it is possible 
to stop the flow of goodness through fear.  Prove this 
principle to yourself – become a Tither-In-Training.  
Pick a percentage, like 5% of all income 
received, and without fail, give this 
amount back to God.  Soon you will 
understand that your well will never run 
dry, and that the more you tithe, the 
more will come back to you, blessed and 
multiplied. 

 

 
Girls Just Wanna Have Fun 

Celebrating The Suz’ Birthday 
 
 

 
 

It’s a NewDay 
 

 
Newsletter Staff: 

Editor:  Leslie L’Heureux         Layout:  Julie Grandi 
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Meet our Sponsors 
 

ADVERTISE! 
 Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you provide.  We want to support you!  You are 

invited to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches over 300 people.  Please provide camera ready 
art and a check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the November issue by October 15th..   

Questions?. Call 909-584-2040 

    

 
 
 
 
 

   (30% off for first time customers) 
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This newsletter is being sent to someone who is loved and respected. 
Bear Valley Church of Religious Science 
Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Service:  Masonic Lodge 
Address:  385 Summit Boulevard 
Time:  11:00 a.m. 
 

Church Offices: 
502 W. Big Bear Blvd. 
Big Bear City, CA 92314 
 

Phone:  909-584-2040 
Fax:      909-584-2040 
 

You can email at: 
bvcse@earthlink.net 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.bvcrs.org 
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Please join us on Sunday, Oct. 9th at 11:00 a.m. to meet Rev. 
Diane Borcyckowski. There will a welcoming reception for  

Rev. Diane to follow. 
����
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