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Sunday Services, 11:00 a.m.,
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315

385 Summit Boulevard, Big Bear Lake, CA

909-584-2040, Email; bvcse@earthlink.net. Website: www.bvcrs.org

Rev. Diane Borcyckowski

“He who has a merry
heart has a continued
feast.”.
Proverbs 15:15

“Humor is the prelude
to faith and laughter is
the beginning of
prayer.”
Reinhold Neibuhr

Dear Ones,

Have you laughed today? We've all heard that
laughter is healing and perhaps some of you have
experienced healing through laughter. Not just physical
healing but also healing of sadness or loss. Life can
throw us unexpected curves bringing feelings of loss and
desperation into our hearts. There have been times for
many of us when we thought, “I'll never laugh again.”
Then something unexpected happens or someone says
something that strikes you as funny and the laughter
won't stop. The release of tension and sadness brings
you to that wonderful realization, “This too shall pass.”

There was humor even in the concentration camps.
People used it to survive. One survivor interviewed
about his participation in the movie Schindler’s List,
said, “When Spielberg asked what | thought was the
reason | survived they had probably expected me to
answer that survival was due to good fortune or other
things. | said that | thought it was laughter and humor,
not to take things the way we were living but to dress
them up as something different. | only thought not to
take things seriously and | guess this attitude helped me.
Because it was absurd all that time, it was inconceivable,
that they could do those things to people...”

We Religious Scientists believe and say that God is
Joy and that God is everywhere present. One of my
favorite philosophers, Teilhard de Jardin, says, “Joy is
the most infallible sign of the Presence of God.” So, let
us be Joy filled, find laughter in our lives and bring that
laughter into the world.

In the Holmes Paper$he Philosophy of Ernest
HolmesVolume I, Dr. Holmes writes: “There is a
mental atmosphere around us, it is Mind and it is
Intelligence. It knows, feels, hears, sees, and
understands everything. It is universal, that is, it is ever
present, it is always where we are; it is receptive, that is,
it receives our thought; it has power to do anything to
produce anything, to create anything.” What thoughts
are you putting into the atmosphere? Are they filled
with joy and laughter?

St Patrick’s Day is a time for fun, laughter and
innocent pranks. Lighten up and lighten up someone’s
life. If they look too serious give ‘em a pinch (even if
they are wearing green!) And while you're at it, keep
your eye out for rainbows and pots of gold and sneaky
leprechauns. They could appear at any time!

Consider yourself pinched...with Love,

Please join us in March

March 5" “The Law of Detachment”
March 12th Snow day, no service
March 19" “The Dynamic Power of Conscious

Self Creation” with Guest Speaker John Taylor Maxwell
March 26 “The Law of Cause and Effect”

Mark Your Calendars!



Practitioner’'s Corner

Angel of the Month

| now sweep away the
cobwebs of doubt and | sweep up
the clutter of despair. | now
sweep out any idea of lack or
limitation. As | now sweep clean
the corners of my mind where
there may be traces of envy,
jealousy, or bits of injustice, |
now examine every niche, every nook before the clutter
takes hold. | take up a new broom—a fresh cloth—I
empty wastebaskets—so my mental house can only hold
peace, harmony, and love, | scour my thoughts so God’s
love and goodness shines in my life. | clean out the
cubbyholes and dark corners of my life and get rid of
fears, worry, and anxieties—anything that can upset me
and keep me in turmoil. | count my blessings each and
every day for this is a great way to keep a clear and clean
mental house.

Today | attune my thoughts to the Infinite Spirit
Within knowing | am here for a worthwhile purpose. |
let God guide me on my path to my higher self. |
recognize and unify with the omnipresence of God. |
now accept that the One Life dwells in me and gives me
each and every day all that is necessary to express and
receive love, peace, joy, health, and abundance.

There is no power outside of God and | am never nor
can | ever be separate from God'’s eternal goodness.

“This is the day the Lord hath made. | will rejoice
and be glad init.” -- Psalm 118:21.

Itis so and so it is.

Your Practitioner
Sally

Your Church Board!

Officers
Carolyn Dawley, President 585-5350
lla Holmes, Vice President 585-0368
Leslie L'Heureux, Secretary 585-9862
Gena Hester, Treasurer 585-4410

Members at Large

Suzie Curtis-Kopolow 584-7747
Paul Penardi 585-2673
Margo Stewart 584-7637
Taras Stratelak 951-505-7689
Lana Tice 878-3640
Rev. Diane Borcyckowski
Home Office: 909-338-1125
Cell: 909-831-7370

This month’s Angel is hone
other than Fran Fish, a dedi-
cated and committed member
of the Bear Valley Center for
Spiritual Enrichment for over 3
years. She served over 8
months on the Board of
Trustees as the Usher/Greeter
Chair last year, and continues
to act as an usher/greeter to this day. Fran not only is
thrilled with our new minister and thoroughly loves
hearing Rev. Diane’s weekly message, but our church is
the first church Fran has ever belonged to and the first
she’s ever wholeheartedly enjoyed and experienced.

Not only is it Fran passionate about our church, but
she is also passionate about Big Bear: it's been “the best
time of her life and the best place she has ever lived.”
Although retired now, Fran has been a successful Big
Bear business owner with her partner Susan of 23 years.
Over the last 2 years, Fran has also spent her time
volunteering in the community as a docent for the
Moonridge Zoo, played many a bingo game, is the proud
grandmother of 2, and a proud owner of 3 dogs and a cat.

Thank you, Fran, for all of your support to our
church and church members — we appreciate all of your
warm, kind-hearted commitment!

March Birthdays

Alex Boone John Maiden
Chris Boone Falomi Mendoza
Kelly Clark Jonathan Padilla

Matt Gardner Janis Petit-Pennell

Hazel Gardner Lori Reeves
Fran Grauer Kevin Salzar
Libbe Hale Shari Strain

Bob Kopolow Stig Westling

Betty Krutzsch

If you think you need to get it all done before you can|be
happy, consider that on the day you die, you will hav
email in your inbox.

Robert Holden




Commitment to the Path

In Memory of Robert L. Ransdell

Amidst a beautiful array of floral arrangements and
flickering candles, Rev. Diane welcomed a full house of
spiritual seekers wanting to commit or to renew their
commitment to our sacred membership. The melodic
music seemed extraordinarily beautiful the morning of
January 29, 2006, as our minister welcomed current and
new members with these thoughts: By joining the Bear
Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment or by
recommitting to membership of our church, we have
made the decision that will support us in living a life of
“more.” Live more, be more, express more, share more,
and contribute to this world by living awake to our true
purpose in our spiritual community.

Our commitment leads us to the very best we can
possibly be, to live the life we came here to live, to sense
that our life counts in sacred membership. Conscious-
ness attracted us all here, together, to be a spiritual
family with greater purpose, to serve each other and our
community. And what is it we need to do to serve
ourselves and each other? Will we help by committing
to the growth of this church, in increasing what we have
to offer in our teaching, by sharing our time, our energy,
our spirit, our consciousness — will we help by sharing
our talents, our skills and our financial support? It's
about helping everyone, all of us together.

Rev. Diane presented new
members with velvety red roses,
carved wooden gift boxes and, of
course, hugs. Immediately thereafter,
the new members recited their
commitment to our church. Existing
members also received roses and hugs,
and recited their commitment as well.

Everyone committed to

membership embraces sacred belonging and
togetherness, and invites those who have not committed
to the building of our spiritual community to join with

us. The Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment
wants and loves you!

A.J. Fox

Your Practitioners

These loving souls are available to support you in
prayer for any challenges you might be facing.

Carolyn Dawley
585-5350

Sally Cornett
936-5284 or 866-3456

November 9, 1951 to January 24, 2006

Robert Ransdell made his transition on January 24,
2006 after a lengthy illness. Robert was the brother of
Sandy Morrell-Lucia, BVCSE’s Administrative
Assistant. Some of you may have known Robert from
Century 21 Realty or the Big Bear Chamber of
Commerce.

Robert is survived by his two sons, Matt and
Branden Ransdell, his daughter-in-law, Kathleen
Ransdell, his grandson, Chase Ransdell, and a nephew,
Sean Morrell. He is also survived by his mother,
Antonette M. Ransdell, his sister, Sandy Morrell-Lucia,
and Sandy’s husband, Alan Lucia.

Sandy is such a devoted and dedicated person. She
would take Robert for medical appointments and visit
him in the hospital on almost a daily basis. Sandy
lovingly performed all of this with strength and grace,
while still keeping things flowing at the office of
BVCSE.

We send Sandy and her family love and light as they
go through their healing process.

Volunteers

If you want to expand your ministry of service and
your abundance of Spirit, here is where you can grow as
the “hands of God serving”.

Clerical/Office: Assisting in the office of BVCRS.
Computer skills not required. Must be willing to share
smiles.

Hours: totally flexible.

Remuneration: High levels of Spirit and Love.

Please call 584-2040 or see a board member.

Church Service Decoration:Possibly called "Altar
Committee" at your previous church. A sense of beauty
and balance required.
Hours: One hour prior to 11:00 service on
occasional Sundays.
Remuneration: An increase in Grace.



Shopping Opportunity!!

A Whale of a Tale

With our limited
shopping opportunities
here on the mountain,
we hope we got your
attention! Bear Valley
Center for Spiritual
Enrichment is now in
association with
Amazon. COM!
Amazon is no longer
just books and DVDs,
but now offers a wide

variety of goodies.

All you have to do to take advantage of this
opportunity is go to our websi{bvcrs.org) and click on
"Amazon Fundraiser" just beneath the picture of Rev.
Diane. BVCSE will receive a percentage of all
purchases made through this link at absolutelgostto
the buyer. So keep Amazon in mind whenever you need
to get a gift for someone -- you can make your purchases
in the comfort of your own home and benefit our
spiritual community at the same time!! Such a deal!

Financial Facts

S

TS

What it takes us monthly to survive: $ 6,000
What it takes us monthly to thrive: $10,000
January 2006 Income
Restricted Funds $ 325
(Building, Music Ministry, etc.)
Unrestricted Funds $5,748
Total January $6,073

If you read the front page story of the San Francisco
Chronicle -- Thursday, December 15, 2005 -- you would
have read about a female humpback whale who had
become entangled in a spider web of crab traps and lines

She was weighed down by hundreds of pounds of
traps that caused her to struggle to stay afloat. She had
hundreds of yards of line (rope) wrapped around her
body - her tail, her torso, and a line tugging in her mouth.

A fisherman spotted her just east of the Farralone
Islands (outside the Golden Gate Bridge) and radioed an
environmental group for help. Within a few hours the
rescue team arrived and determined that she was so bad
off, the only way to save her was to dive in and untangle
her - a very dangerous proposition; one slap of the tail
could kill a few rescuers. They worked for hours with
curved knives and eventually freed her.

When she was free, the divers say she swam in what
seemed like joyous circles. She then came back to each
and every diver, one at a time, and nudged them, pushed
them gently around - she thanked them... some say it
was the most incredibly beautiful experience of their
lives.

The guy who cut the rope out of her mouth says her
eye was following him the whole time, and he will never
be the same.

Food for Thought

You, alone, are enough.
Maya Angelou

Our doubts are traitors, and make us lose the good we of
might win, by fearing to attempt.
William Shakespeare

| don't have to forgive others; | have to forgive my
judgments of others.

Rev. Tom Costa



Ten Reasons for Hope

Evolving Values in the Early 21st Century
(Part Two)

Writer’s note: | attended the Awakened World 2005 in La Quinta in October, whichdtaa@enmmend highly enough.
This is the second part of a series of summaries of lectures on which | tesk not

Jim Kenney is Executive Director of Inter-religious EngagemeneBr¢ijep21.oryy which is “dedicated to helping global
religious and spiritual communities engage with one another to addressageace, justice and ecological
sustainability.”

The best scientific explanation of the development of life forms here ¢miE&evolution.” Just as there is
biological evolution, so, too, theregsltural evolution. While cultural evolution usually happens gradually, sometimes a
buildup of “anomalies” (i.e. problems caused by the existing way of doing things,r@eshia technology, etc.) causes
what Mr. Kenney calls “sea changes.” These sea changes are poweiidee nothing unchanged.

There have beethree sea changes in human history:

(1) The transition from the Neopaleolithic to the Neolithic erd his happened about 10,000 years ago with
the development of agriculture. This changed most of mankind from noroamjcarian, and thus changed the
roles between the two genders: women switched from “gatherers” taeifaf’ while the men retained their role
as the primary hunters. Agriculture is highly dependent on weather conditiwbitdsabelieved that human
sacrifice was added to some of mankind’s religions as a result. Thmagystem allowed for the accumulation
of surpluses and also began the era of specialization in the roles ofdtindrsieuting to the welfare of their
tribes/clans.

(2) The 6th century B.C.E("before common era” aka “B.C.) saw the rise of the roots of the glggibns,
beginning with Zoroastrian, the development of Greek philosophy and science, Buddimduism,
Confucianism (Lao Tzu,) and the Tao.

(3) The Copernican revolution, the Reformation and the Renaissaaaeh contributed to the breaking of
the power of the Church over most aspects of human life, i.e. the Church no lahtes hearket cornered on the
truth.

Such things as the industrial revolution and the advent of computers sieplytdg enough to rank with the above
sea changes.

There are always “backlash” or “eddies” in the sea that resistchange, but no “eddy” has ever more than
temporarily reversed the prevailing tide. Those “unexamined lifpesiple who don’t evaluate the changing times and
won’t change in response) suffer from “cultural confusion” and are natuesistant. Then, of course, there are the
“dominators” whose powers stem from the old order, who will sow fear (see “Femdalism”) and do just about
anything to retain their hold on power.

Take comfort, my Brothers and Sisters, for the world has become far to® efiaterdependent nature of humanity
and our Earth for these changes to be fought off for long.

An ancient Chinese saying goes, “May you live in interesting times.”

Namaste,
Taras Michael Stratelak



Foundational Class Graduates
In Full Party Mode!

Rev. Diane offergongratulationsto her daytime class participants in the Foundational Class in Sciehtiaddf

Phyllis Axton
Suzie Curtis
Carolyn Dawley
Bob Kopolow
JoAnn Mark
Janice Rogers
Margo Stewart
Lana Tice
Lahta Spirit KopolowHonorable mention for perfect attendance)

A potluck feast in Bob & Suzie’'s Moonridge home

Science of Mind 101

What a joy to combine fun, fellowship, and
spiritual growth! The Foundational Class in
Science of Mind was held for 3 hours a week fc
weeks, culminating in an exciting “graduation”
party on February™

This class gives a solid foundation in the
Principles of Religious Science with the study of
the core Concepts of our belief system and an
extensive overview of meditation and treatment
work. Rev. Diane included fun workshop
techniques, including a blindfolded, silent trust
walk very close to the Big Bear Boulevard.
Happily, all survived.

If you are ready for a nudge forward, watch for
announcements of an upcoming evening
Foundational Class, followed by Practical
Mysticism and Financial Freedom. Opportunity
abounds

Final class projects demonstrate amazing creativity & growth

-6 -



Meet our Sponsors

ADVERTISE!

Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you pradeevant to support youlYou are
invited to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches overdpl) Please provide camera ready
art and a check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the January iBswetmper1

Questions? Call 909-584-2040




Bear Valley Church of Religious Science
Center for Spiritual Enrichment
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315

Sunday Service Masonic Lodge
Address: 385 Summit Boulevard
Time: 11:00 a.m.

Church Offices:
502 W. Big Bear Blvd.
Big Bear City, CA 92314

Phone: 909-584-2040
Fax: 909-584-2040

You can email at:
bvcse@earthlink.net

Visit our website at:
www.bvcrs.org

This newsletter is lgegent to someone who is loved and respected.




