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Sunday Services, 11:00 a.m.,  385 Summit Boulevard, Big Bear Lake, CA 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
909-584-2040,  Email:  bvcse@earthlink.net.  Website: www.bvcrs.org 
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Dear Ones, 

Will you be my 
Valentine?  I love you 
already so I hope you 
will consider my request 
as a serious one. It 
doesn’t seem possible 
but I have been your 
minister for 4 months 
now – my how time flies 
when you’re having fun!  

And fun is exactly what I have been having with you.  I 
am so gratified by the many comments, emails and 
phone calls I have received from so many of you 
expressing your delight at all the holiday services, as 
well as shared comments on a weekly basis after service.  
I’m overwhelmed! You are so generous with your praise 
and your love.  I am so blessed! 

Expressions of love are so important for all of us to 
receive and maybe even more important for us to give.  
It’s hard to know which feels better but the giving and 
receiving of expressions of love most definitely amplify 
our health and well-being. Because, after all, we are born 
in Love.  They say that 98% of our bodies are made of 
water.  I think 98% of our souls are made of Love.  

Dr. Ernest Holmes once said that if he had the 
opportunity to do the textbook, Science of Mind, over 
again – he would emphasize the Love of God over the 
Law of God. I’m not sure why he expressed this but I 
would assume it is because he believes as I do, that we 
need to feel the Presence of God more than we need to 
think about what God is.  It is, of course, important for us 
to know and understand the way the Law of Mind works 
in order to use it wisely and consciously, to heal and go 
about our lives.  But equally important is the necessity 
for us to feel God’s Presence as a Loving Companion 
and One who walks with us, providing inspiration and 

guidance in times of loss, hurt or despair, as well as in 
everyday life.    

I love to think of my relationship with God as a 
Courtship of the Divine. In human courtship, one 
becomes head over heels with the newness and 
excitement of the newly-adored one’s presence.   
Everything is an unfolding in new love.  One seeks to 
find out everything there is to know about the other.  We 
ask a million questions and marvel at our love’s 
outstanding qualities, beauty and mind.  And when we 
see these qualities mirrored back at us – it is pure 
ecstasy!  This is the way of a new love and it is the way 
with a renewed love of God.  Our love for God is 
mirrored back to us so that we can then experience this 
Great Love returned.  But in order to feel it, we must 
give it.  We must give our time, attention, devotion to 
investigate God’s outstanding qualities, beauty and Mind 
and as a result we can bathe in the enormity of God’s 
Love for us – Its creations in image and likeness.  

Dr. Holmes says: “Love is the central flame of the 
universe, nay, the very fire itself.  It is written that God is 
Love, and that we are His expressed likeness, the image 
of the Eternal Being.  Love is self-givingness through 
creation, the impartation of the Divine through the 
human. 

Love is an essence, an atmosphere, which defies 
analysis, as does Life Itself.  It is that which IS and 
cannot be explained: it is common to all people, to all 
animal life, and evident in the response of plants to those 
who love them.  Love reigns supreme over all.  

The essence of love, while elusive, pervades 
everything, fires the heart, stimulates the emotions, 
renews the soul and proclaims the Spirit.  Only love 
knows love, and love knows only love.  Words cannot 
express its depths or meaning.  A universal sense alone 
bears witness to the divine fact: God is Love and Love is 
God.” 
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Gasp! How magnificent!  God loves me. God loves 
you.  Did you see the gorgeous sunset the other night 
over sparkling Big Bear Lake?  That was God’s 
outlandishly lavish Valentine’s gift to me.  Just 
wondering how do I reciprocate? I guess I’ll just keep 
admiring my Benefactor and simply say “thank you…I 
love You too”.   

And I love YOU too, 
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Please join us in February 
 

February   5th   “The Law of Least Effort” Series #4 
  
February 12th    “Love in Any Language”   

   Happy Valentine’s Day 
  
February 19th     “The Law of Detachment”  

    Series #5 
    Meet to Eat Sunday 

  
February 26th     “Making a Miracle”   

    Rev. Elizabeth Rann Arrott  
(Guest Speaker) 

          Workshop to follow service from  
              1:30-4:00 p.m. 
   Finger food luncheon will be served 

 

Yoga Anyone? 
 

Yogini extraordinaire, 
Tabetha Riepe, has by 
popular demand, agreed to 
teach yoga classes again for 
our church friends. (Bella is 
giving her some time off!) 
Tabetha is a talented and 
Spirit-directed teacher and 
her classes will help you 

stick to that New Year’s resolution or just give you an 
opportunity to stretch your body and your mind.   

Tabetha is suggesting a time for this one- hour class 
of either Sundays at 5 or 6 pm, Wednesdays at 5 or 6 pm 
or Fridays at 4 pm.  If you are interested, please call 
Sandy at our church office at (909) 584-7747 with your 
choice of class time.   

We will announce the favored time as soon as we 
hear from enough people.  This class will be given on a 
love offering basis.   

 
Thank you, Tabetha! 

 
 

 
Volunteers 

 

 
 
Clerical/Office:  Assisting in 
the office of BVCRS.  Computer skills 
not required.  Must be willing to share smiles.   

Hours:  totally flexible.   
Remuneration:  High levels of Spirit and Love.   
Please call 584-2040 or  
              see your local board member. 

 

Church Service Decoration:  Possibly called "Altar 
Committee" at your previous church.  A sense of beauty 
and balance required. 

Hours:  One hour prior to 11:00 service on 
             occasional Sundays.   
Remuneration:  An increase in Grace. 

 

A Caroling We Went! 
 

 
What fun we all had as we spread cheer in some places 

that really wanted some!  About 15 of our church’s song-
filled angels spread cheer on December 14th at Bear Valley 
Community Hospital, the Doves shelter and at a private 
assisted living center, as well as at the neighborhood of our 
song leader, Jennie Boyington.  Thanks for your 
enthusiasm, as always, Jennie! 

We all met at the church office (502 W. Big Bear Blvd. 
in Big Bear City) for warm-up drinks and goodies and 
traveled in caravan to the various sites.  It really warmed 
our hearts to see smiles and get hugs from people who 
could use a little CHEERing up.  With holiday spirit a-
brimming , we returned to the church office for warm-up 
drinks and goodies.  (I sense a pattern with our folks!) 
As you can see from the photos, this is an event to plan to 
attend next year.  Guaranteed to spark holiday spirit! 
P.S.  Patients at the Skilled Nursing Facility at BVCH could 
use a smile year-round.  Call ahead for the best times to 
visit and advance your spiritual ministry! 
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From the Board 
 

I am excited and happy knowing 
that 2006 is going to be a very positive 
year for our spiritual community. The 
Board has decided to move forward 
with the name change to Bear Valley 
Center for Spiritual Enrichment, a 

Religious Science Community. The wheels are already 
in motion for all the paperwork that needs to be done, so 
sometime this year the change will be official. 

The Board is going to plan a one-day retreat together 
in February or early March. This day will be for 
visioning and committing our energies to the growth and 
development of our center. If anyone has ideas, please 
share them with a board member so all the ideas can be 
put in the pot. The Board is here to represent the 
congregation. 

Now that we have a beautiful office, we are looking 
at designs for the signs we want to put up. As soon as we 
have a design we want, the signs should materialize very 
soon thereafter. 

Rev. Diane truly is a blessing. She is so much fun to 
play with. Even though she is only supposed to be a part 
time minister, she has astounded me with her creative 
energy. Besides our membership recommitment day, 
which will have happened before this article goes to 
press, she has come up with a renewal of vows ceremony 
for couples which will be a wonderful event. She 
originally planned it for February, but it conflicted with 
the Fantasy Auction, so we have decided to plan it for 
June- the wedding month. She also has a great idea for St 
Francis’ birthday and just about every other month of the 
year. Our challenge as a Center will be to have enough 
volunteers to keep up with our “part time” minister. So I 
invite you all to come out and play, and make this year a 
positive and joyful one both in your personal life and the 
life of our spiritual community. 

In Love and Service, 
Lana Tice 

Board Member 
*Editor’s note.  This member of the newsletter team 

was threatened with severe punishment if I ever put 
Lana’s old photo in the newsletter again – so “Stay 
Tuned” for a new Lana photo in the future!   JG  �  

 

Your Practitioners 
 

These loving souls are available to support you in 
prayer for any challenges you might be facing. 

 

Carolyn Dawley  
585-5350 

 

Sally Cornett 
936-5284 or 866-3456 

Ever GREEN  !!! 
  
 What a lovely presence and 

fragrance our wreath sale brought 
into our homes this holiday 
season.  Not only were those 
greens lovely to look at, but the 
“green” that it added to our 
treasury totaled $438.  Not bad for a first year and a late 
start.  We know that if you received them, or heard the 
rave reviews from your gift recipients, you will be 
dedicated customers for years to come.   

Keep this in mind next year as you plan gifts for 
clients, family and friends.  Thanks for the great 
fundraising idea, Rev Diane!  Anyone else have an idea 
for fundraising activities?  If so, please call Suzie at 584-
7747.  And so we grow….. 

 
 

Practitioner’s Corner 
 

With the light of deep winter 
pouring over my shoulders and crisp 
fresh air in my nostrils, breathing deep 
into my being, I move my attention to 
the deepest part of my life. Here I can 
recognize an Intelligence greater than  
mankind, and I know this Creative 
Intelligence is the force backing all  

creation.  
This Higher Power resides in, around, and through 

all of Life's expressions and all the space between each 
sub-atomic God particle making up my human ex-
perience. It is One Creative Intelligence organizing Life 
in all Its forms. It is an invisible Omnipresence which 
contains the infinite possibilities already prepared for all 
mankind. 

I love to ponder that the things we enjoy and use 
today were always able to be. Like the idea of electricity 
operating equipment or bringing light into the night, this 
possibility always existed. It was a matter of conscious-
ness moving forward and expanding to allow this mani-
festation into human experience.  

Knowing this, I marvel at the glorious gifts bestowed 
upon the table of life.  I am excited as I realize my 
thoughts, desires, words, and feelings work into the 
Creative Mind of God and co-create my immediate and 
future experiences. What I think and act on is important 
and has an impact on the way Life unfolds.  

I allow my thoughts to move forward. I open to the  
potential found in this moment. I realize the perfection in 
every expression of the One Life which I live and share 
with all of Life. 

In this consciousness I accept the perfect action, 
harmony, and order of the universe as It operates through 
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me. It is clarity and wisdom and this too operates 
through me. It is good and very good and that goodness 
is in all my affairs. In this awareness intuition, direction, 
guidance, and love propel me into joy, peace, health, 
prosperity, and an abundance of all of God's good  
manifesting in my life.  

I say thank you for the understanding of my Truth 
and Its demonstration in my life. I release all I am to the 
Highest Power. I let go of any thoughts or patterns which 
hold me back and I let God run my life now!     And So 
It Is!      

Your Practitioner,  
Carolyn 

 

Angel of the Month 
 

We are pleased to 
announce that Angel of 
The Month is the lovely 
and talented Leslie 
L’Heureux.   

Not only has she 
been an active member 
and volunteer for our 
church for years, but 
she has been the force 
behind our receiving 
our monthly newsletter.   
She was invited to join the Board of Directors in Decem-
ber 2004, and subsequently nominated for the position of 
Secretary that same month.  She has spent many Sundays 
as an Usher (along with her husband Pete), and has 
helped Lana Tice frequently in the Mind Shop bookstore.   

Leslie has spent countless hours spearheading our 
monthly newsletter, bringing creativity and thoroughness 
to its content.  Julie Grandi put it simply:  “Leslie is a 
dream to work with.”  When something was needed for 
the newsletter, whether it was articles, graphics or 
coordination with outside providers, Leslie was there to 
make it happen.”  Leslie often had the privilege of 
folding, stamping and mailing the newsletters as well.  
She is taking a break from newsletter work we will miss 
the great pride she put into her work, however, she will 
still provide some direction and mentoring to those who 
have taken up the cause.   

Thank you, Leslie, for your wonderful, competent 
commitment to our church.  We appreciate everything 
you have done and will continue to do.  
 

Written by  A.J. Fox 
����

Angel of the Month News Beginning this month, we are 
featuring an Angel of the Month in the newsletter as well as 
announcing it in church.   

February Birthdays 
 

Karliann  Burch   Conrad Comeau 
Crickett Dyke   Art Erickson 
Dave Fischer   Francine Fish  
Gena Hester   Helena Jacobson Rev. 
James Jones    Diane Keith  
Jack McCarthy   Owen Miller 
Sandra Morrell-Lucia  Cassie Powell 
Joanne Salzar   Drayton Stephenson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spiritual Cinema Returns to Big Bear Lake 
 
What could be better than seeing provocative, soul-

satisfying, and funny movies with your friends?  There may 
be a few things that 
are better, but what if 
we throw in some 
popcorn?   

Our first Spiritual 
Cinema Circle of 2006 
will be at 7 pm on 
February 25th at Bob 
and Suzie’s home, 
43490 Sheephorn in 
BBL.  The featured 
movie will be “An Angel for May” and the short will be “In 
God We Trust”(see reviews below).  These movies were 
also reviewed locally (by Bob & Suzie) and got five-star 
ratings!   

We will provide dessert and soft drinks and, of course 
popcorn.  This is a fundraiser for our church and we will 
ask $10 per person, such a deal!  Call 584.7747 for 
directions and to RSVP. See you at the movies! 

An Angel for May 
In this poignant tale set in the English countryside, 

Young Tom and his dog Tess accidentally happen upon a 
portal to the past.  Starring popular British actor Tom 
Wilkinson, this story of healing in two time periods will 
stay in your heart for a long time to come.  Taken from the 
novel by Melvin Burgess, screenplay by Peter Milligan.  
(Directed by Harley Cokeliss, 98 minutes, in English.) 

In God We Trust 
In this incredibly clever short film on the afterlife, 

Karma points and how to work the system, Robert (Richard 
Speight, Jr.) breaks all the rules!  With some very important 
tips on how to live right now, so that you will get to where 
you want to go…after this life.  A fast-paced, hilariously 
funny romp that you’ll want to watch more than once! 
(Written and Directed by Jason Reitman, 16 minutes in English) 
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The students in our current Foundational class are deeply involved in their study of the core concepts of Science of 

Mind.  One of the classes encourages them to expand their sense of themselves as a contribution to Life.  There is an 
exercise in which they write a letter to Life to describe what they would like to contribute further.  Below is a beautiful 
example of this exercise written by student, Lana Tice.   

 
Dear Life, 
 
One thing I would like to contribute to this world is balance and harmony. I know that in Reality, balance exists.  Yet, 

when I look around, I seem to see so many extremes.  There are wars, poverty, alongside ridiculous wealth, droughts in 
some areas; while other areas are deluged by too much rain.  We see nations that are starving from lack of food, while our 
own nation seems possessed by gluttony and overabundance of food.  I recently watched Hotel Rwanda and the news 
reporter in the movie films people slaying other people in the streets. The main character says he is glad that this footage 
will be shown to the world so help will come. The reporter says, “People all over the world will see it and they will say – 
‘how terrible’ – then they will return to eating their dinner and think no more about it”. So sad and yet so true. We have 
lost our compassion for our fellow man.  We believe we are separate from those whose lives are different from ours and 
the balance of earth tilts yet further askew.  We do not honor one another and we do not honor our planet.  As an 
individual, I would like to be balance and harmony, loving my fellow brothers and sisters and honoring our planet.  

 
For me to do this, I would feel balance and harmony within myself.  When I feel this, I attract this and vibrate it into 

my surroundings and those close to me feel it also. Because it feels good, my little part of the world feels good.  Let the 
ripple effect begin with those of us who strive to live this way. There are many of us and our thoughts are having an effect 
on the world.   

�������������� �!�������"���������������������� �!�������"���������������������� �!�������"���������������������� �!�������"��������� ���
Recognition: 

One Mind, One God which is All.  One Mind that exists in the Infinite, that created all we see and all that we do not 
see.  This One is the essence of all.  And this Mind knows only balance, harmony and compassion for all it has created, for 
It has created out of Truth. 

 
Unification: 

Because God is All, I am a part of that All.  It is my deepest core. I breathe It. I see It all around me.  It is the living 
world I am part of.  I know that balance and harmony are a part of me because I recognize them. I feel the truth of balance 
and harmony in my every day living.  I know when I am in the flow of balance and when I am not in the flow.  And when 
I recognize I am not in the flow, I want to get back in the flow as fast as I can because this is when I feel good about being 
alive. It is when I am in touch with the One. 

 
Realization:  

Knowing that balance and harmony are truths of my being and eternal truths for all that exist, I accept and know that I 
can stay in this flow. I accept balance and harmony for all mankind and for this beautiful planet we call home.  I accept 
balance and harmony in all my affairs each and every day.  I claim the peace that balance brings into my life. I claim the 
compassion that harmony makes necessary. I know that my being in balance and harmony affects those around me and 
balance affects those people also and so affect those they encounter. 

 
Thanksgiving: 

Thank you God, for your precious gifts of balance, harmony and order. I am thankful even though sometimes I do not 
see harmony in the world. I know in my heart it is real and present. 

 
Release: 

I release my prayer for balance and harmony into the Law of the Universe, knowing that balance and harmony are 
already mine and making my life more worth living.  And so it is. 
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Want a Miracle?   
Look into Your Own Mind 

 

 

“You are already wired for miracles!”  say Rev. Michael C. Rann and Rev. 
Elizabeth Rann Arrott, authors of a 

fascinating new book on making 
miracles. 

 

 
 
 
 
Have you ever found yourself thinking, “This is going to take a miracle!”? If so, there’s a new book called Shortcut to 

a Miracle: How to Change Your Consciousness and Transform Your Life that was written especially for you by spiritual 
counselors Rev. Michael C. Rann and Rev. Elizabeth Rann Arrott.  

 
Rann and Arrott are Religious Science ministers serving their church in Evanston, Illinois.  They are also former 

successful advertising and marketing executives who have raised the art of “positive thinking” to a higher dimension they 
call the “Miracle-Making Attitude,” based on modern scientific principles which they say anyone can learn to use. 

 
You may ask, “Are there really miracles?” Yes, of course, there are, they would answer.  All of us have heard of 

miracles in the form of physical healings that cannot be explained by medical science.  There are also miracles when the 
perfect solution presents itself at just the right time, or when a person’s actions puts him or her in just the right place to 
realize greater good than ever seemed possible. There are miracles in finding the perfect job, the perfect mate, a wonderful 
business opportunity or money when it’s most needed.  

 
Miracles happen through natural and normal circumstances, and the “new science” of quantum physics is proving 

that we are—every one of us—already wired for miracles. We can consciously take control and work to create a miracle or 
miracles in our lives. We are not victims of a random existence in a confusing and possibly hostile world. Life is for us, 
not against us. Not only is it possible to experience a dramatic healing or find the perfect solution to our problems, but it’s 
also possible to express the dream or desire that we haven’t dared pursue up to now. 

 
Join us Sunday, February 26th and experience your own miracle with Revs. Elizabeth and Mike at the 11:00 

service, followed by a finger food luncheon and a seminar. 
 

Date: Sunday, February 26th -  11:00 a.m. service “How to Make a Miracle” 
Finger food luncheon 12:30-1:30 p.m. 

Seminar: Short Cut to a Miracle 1:30-4:00 p.m. 
Cost:  Love Offering 

Location:  Masonic Temple 
 

Your Church Board! 
Officers 

Carolyn Dawley, President  585-5350 
Ila Holmes, Vice President  585-0368 
Leslie L’Heureux, Secretary  585-9862 
Gena Hester, Treasurer  585-4410 

 

Members at Large 
Suzie Curtis-Kopolow  584-7747 
Paul Penardi   585-2673 
Margo Stewart   584-7637 
Taras Stratelak   951-505-7689 
Lana Tice    878-3640 
Rev. Diane Borcyckowski 
          Home Office:     909-338-1125 

                 Cell:     909-831-7370 
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Meet our Sponsors 
 

ADVERTISE! 
 Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you provide.  We want to support you!  You are 

invited to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches over 300 people.  Please provide camera ready 
art and a check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the January issue by December15th 

Questions? Call 909-584-2040 
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                            This newsletter is being sent to someone who is loved and respected. 

 
Bear Valley Church of Religious Science 
Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
 

Sunday Service:  Masonic Lodge 
Address:  385 Summit Boulevard 
Time:  11:00 a.m. 
 

Church Offices: 
502 W. Big Bear Blvd. 
Big Bear City, CA 92314 
 

Phone:  909-584-2040 
Fax:      909-584-2040 
 

You can email at: 
bvcse@earthlink.net 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.bvcrs.org 
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