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Sunday Services, 11:30 a.m.  578 Bonanza Trail, Big Bear Lake  
(Across the street from the Little Greenhouse florist) 
(Next door to Mama Bear’s Vitamins) 

P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
909-866-7100, Email:  bvcse@earthlink.net.  Website: www.bvcse.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Our new home, and now…. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our new minister 
Rev. Sherry Serkes  

 

Please join us in September 

 
 

Sept 6th   “It’s a Holiday, Relax and  
  Allow the Joy You Desire  

        to Find You” 
Rev. Diane Burkinshaw 

 
 

Sept 13th    “Deliberate Creation” 
       Alison Benjamin 

 
 

Sept 20th     “Hey God!  Why aren’t all of  
My Prayers Being  
      Answered?” 
Rev. Sherry Serkes 

      (Our first Sunday ! ) 
 
 

Sept 27th    “How to Cure  
Metaphysical Guilt” 

   Rev. Sherry Serkes 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our purpose is to inspire and nurture spiritual growth by accepting a loving, all inclusive 
community through teaching, healing, and serving, for the highest good of all.  

We are the Mind of God knowing, the Heart of God loving, and the Hands of God serving. 
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Message from the Minister! 
 

Dear Beloved Congregants, 
 
It is with deep pleasure 

and honor I step into the 
position of serving as your 
Minister.  I am tickled beyond 
any measure!   

You have been without a 
Community Spiritual Leader 
for many months.  However, 
in the interim your leaders stepped up to the plate and 
you supported them with your energy and prayers.  And 
look what you all manifested! You have created a 
beautiful, Spirit-filled building to call your own. There is 
a large expanse of back yard that will provide striking 
landscaping, and eventually a wedding gazebo.  You 
now have Imagine -- a magical book and gift store. The 
building sports a new roof, comfy new chairs and now, a 
new minister.  You are a congregation that held its own 
and grew even stronger through all the transitions.  I am 
so proud of you and to be a part of you! 

During your time of transition, my call to serve was 
awakened.  This experience of divine urging and surging 
would not rest until I pursued and found the right 
church.  I liken it to hiking up an awesomely beautiful 
mountain with lots of nice vistas and views along the 
way. The hike was fulfilling but I always felt the need to 
climb further.  When I came to speak at BVCSE as your 
candidate, I knew I was at the pinnacle and it felt like 
home.  Your energy, support, consciousness, giving and 
receiving was unlike any I have experienced and I am 
very appreciative of that.  And the music, ahhhh the 
fabulous music…what more can I say?   

I would like to thank our Practitioner Carolyn 
Dawley. Week after week she provided speakers for you 
and held the hands of many candidates.  I find her to be 
an Angel with striking brown eyes that is filled and 
overflowing with Spirit…so giving, so willing.  And a 
thank you to Nancy Walker and Bill Hazewinkel for 
offering one of their charming Inn rooms during my 
stay.  I was treated to gourmet food that I still rave 
about, and was delighted with bright, stimulating, 
informative and often entertaining conversation. 

 My husband, Deano and our Standard Poodle, Mari 
and I will join you in a few short weeks.  We are looking 
forward to it more than you can know. 

Thank you for choosing me as your Minister.  Those 
words seem so small for something that is so huge in my 
heart.  And so we begin our path together…I send you 
love hugs and blessings, pressed down and overflowing! 
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Message from the Board  
 

Do you believe in levitation? 
 
Well, I sure do now!  My feet 

haven't touched the ground since I 
found out that Rev. Sherry Serkes 
will be our new Spiritual Leader as 
of September 20th!  This is 
absolutely the highlight of my term 
in office as your board president.  I 
cannot even begin to tell you how 

happy I am to have this magnificent woman as our new 
minister! 

It has been almost a year now since Rev. Diane 
retired and at the time I know we all felt the void and 
knew she would be a hard act to follow . . . but we 
pulled ourselves up and moved forward.  Lo and Behold, 
we (yes, all of us) manifested a new home, new 
comfortable seating, and a brand new roof.  Spirit moved 
us forward with Its plan and in Its time.  We have had 
several great candidates and many wonderful and 
interesting guest speakers as the months passed – and 
then, Rev. Sherry appeared.  As Rev. Sherry has said, 
“During your time of transition my call to serve was 
awakened.  This experience of Divine urging and 
surging would not rest until I pursued and found the 
right church.  . . .  When I was at BVCSE as your 
candidate I knew I was at the Pinnacle and it felt like 
home.”   Ahhh, synchronicity! 

I want to personally thank all of you for holding the 
vision and continuing with us on our journey throughout 
this process.  Your input and speaker evaluations made 
our selection an easy one.  

As Julie Grandi always says “Stay Tuned!” . . . and, 
hang on to your hats!  We are about to take off like a 
rocket!  Woo-Hoo!!! 

 
Soaring with Love & Blessings to All, 
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Rev. Sherry and husband Deano 
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Practitioner’s Corner 
 

Going with the Flow 
 

Aka: “Row, Row, Row your 
boat, gently down the 

stream…” 
 
Ever have one of those days 

when every single thing seemed 
to be in the right place at 

absolutely the right time? Just as if the whole universe 
was working to make your life so easy with one miracle 
after another and you experience something that’s even 
better than what you planned?  Wouldn’t you love to 
have every day like that?  It’s possible. It’s called being 
in the “flow”. And “going with the flow” is a metaphor 
that usually applies to navigating a river. 

To flow down a river we need a boat and the only 
boat we each have is the one we were born with. No 
other boat can navigate the river of life in exactly the 
same way.  Your boat is you! Your body is the physical 
vessel itself. OK, but who or what directs the boat, 
guides it down the stream? It’s your thinking mind. Plus 
one other very important passenger – Spirit is on board 
too, for Spirit is the very heart of your boat. These three, 
body, mind and soul (Spirit), working together, guide us 
through life. 

But we need more.  After all, lots of stuff floats on 
water.  Aimlessly.  Directionless. Almost useless. You 
know – “up the creek without a paddle”. How about a 
set of oars to help take your boat in one direction or 
another? Those oars are your “free will” and “free will” 
gives you choice, a say-so, in your destiny, your 
direction in the stream (river) of your life. Cool! Now, 
row your boat using your free will and move closer to 
your chosen destination. 

When you are in the flow, easy and gently, doors 
open, and you get to choose to go through that door and 
move forward or drift on down the river. You are free to 
move, to row forward or not. God will support you in 
your decision. That’s the Truth! 

So long as we do not hurt or deprive others, or 
lessen anyone else’s good, or damage ourselves, then 
God (Spirit) will provide and guide us to our highest and 
greatest good. Good for everyone concerned. With that, 
God will give us all the assistance we need to go where 
we want to go, do what we sincerely want to do, have 
what we truly want to have, and be what we want to be. 

Being in the flow does not mean you’ll never 
experience turbulence. This is the time to find a quiet 
place so you can stop, turn within and listen. Throw 
overboard those things (ideas, expectations, attachments 
etc.) that are weighing you down. 

Let go and let God. Relinquish your control. This is 
NOT resigning, giving up, or surrendering to God’s will 
because you’re sure you’re not going to like what God’s 
will is. It is still up to you to decide what you want out 
of life. Letting go and letting God is about faith and 
trusting. Trusting that being in the Divine flow will 
always – always guide you to your desired good – for 
the highest and greatest good for everyone. Let go of 
your specific ideas about what that good is. 

Row gently and know you are guided to your 
highest good, your greatest joy and the best outcome. 
Now take a deep breath and move into the current. 

Affirm:  Trusting and with complete faith I now flow 
gently down the stream. I trust and have faith that the 
big river of life has a plan for me and I now let it carry 
me forward. And so it is! 
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September Speakers 
 

Rev. Diane 
Burkinshaw 
September 6th  

 
 

“It`s a Holiday, 
Relax!  Allow the joy 

you desire to find you” 
 

Traditionally Labor Day 
signifies end of summer and a time of rest and renewal, 
before school and work begins for the final months of 
the year. This day for us is an opportunity to remember 
to rest in God, to relinquish our need to do it alone, 
and to remember the power of our holy minds to create 
Heaven on Earth in our Bodies and all our affairs. We 
now claim the renewing energy that comes from 
holidays (holy days). We rest in God and allow Love to 
rejuvenate and reestablish harmony through the 
Unlimited Mind that works through our perfect words: 
affirmation; declaration; gratitude; and grace.   

Rev. Diane is an ordained minister of the Universal 
Church of Light. She has been a facilitator of “A Course 
in Miracles” for over 30 years. She also does counseling 
and has officiated at many weddings here in the Big 
Bear Valley. She is truly a lady of many gifts. 

Rev. Diane is a Reiki Master. Reiki is a Japanese 
technique for stress reduction and relaxation that also 
promotes healing. It is administered by "laying on 
hands" and is based on the idea that an unseen "life force 
energy" flows through us and is what causes us to be 
alive. If one's "life force energy" is low, then we are 
more likely to get sick or feel stress, and if it is high, we 
are more capable of being happy and healthy.  
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Alison Benjamin 

September 13th  

  "Deliberate Creation" 

 For those of you who have been 
with BVCSE for a while, you will 
remember our own Alison Benjamin. 

She served BVCSE as a practitioner for several years 
before moving with her husband, Michael, and family to 
Eden, Utah. Alison is now a minister in training and is 
also the daughter-in-law of our own beloved Carolyn 
Dawley!  Alison is a Soul Coach and gifted artist who 
inspires and helps awaken others to live consciously. 
She is a motivational speaker and leads workshops, 
classes and circles and does individual coaching. Alison 
will be sharing three sacred steps to allowing a constant 
flow of prosperity, abundance, joy, and creativity. She 
will discuss utilizing the Law of Oneness, the Law of 
Cause and Effect and the Law of Circulation to 
deliberately create the life you were born to live. 

“There is an unlimited source of abundance in this 
universe, that is ready and available to each of us right 
now – you just have to know how to unlock the 
floodgates and allow it into your life.”  

 

Rev. Sherry Serkes 
 September 20th  
 

“Hey, God! Why aren't 
all of my prayers being 

answered?” 
 

Rev. Sherry will help us understand the power of 
prayer and the thrill of it changing our lives.  She will 
tackle real life questions like, “Why aren't all of my 
prayers being answered?”  “How can I get the results I 
desire...in other words ‘Where's my stuff’?” “What is the 
best way to pray?” “Is it possible to master those Five 
Steps of Treatment?”  Rev. Sherry will utilize Ernest 
Holmes book, Can We Talk To God?  We will learn it 
really is not complicated and can be down right fun to 
pray. 

Reverend Sherry Serkes innately knew as a child she 
was destined to help others aspire to their highest 
potential.  Her formal studies include a Bachelor Degree 
of Religious Studies, with a major in Behavioral Studies 
and Ministerial Credential received from Emerson 
Theological Institute in 2000.   She is licensed with 
Affiliated New Thought Network (ANTN).  She is 
Master Certified in Neuro-Linguistic Programming and 

studied for six months under Judy DeLozier (one of the 
founders) and Dee Arnold Kinder.   

Rev. Sherry formed her own customer service 
training business in the 90’s.  One of her largest 
accounts was H&R Block.    During her working years 
she has been a feature writer and columnist for the 
Benicia Herald, in Benicia, CA; a radio talk show host 
and office manager for KEWQ in Paradise, CA; a youth 
counselor with the California Conservation Corps, and a 
sales and customer service manager for Ultimate Ears in 
Irvine, CA. 

While living in Henderson, NV, Rev. Sherry and 
two other like minded women founded a church that is 
now affiliated with Unity.  The church grew and found 
its own successful direction while its members utilized 
Michael Beckwith’s Visioning teachings.   

UCSL has been Rev. Sherry’s church home in 
Medford, OR where she served on the board, was the 
chair for the New Member Team and Bylaws Review 
Committee. 

Rev. Sherry and her husband Deano enjoy hiking, 
motorcycle riding (Honda 1800 Gold Wing), and 
walking on beaches.  Deano has a photography business 
called Art Affects by Deano.  They have a Standard 
Poodle named Mari who loves beaches and snow.   

 
 

Rev. Sherry Serkes 
September 20th 

 
“How to Cure Metaphysical Guilt” 

 
Rev. Sherry asks "Do you ever berate yourself 

because you think your life should be better?"  Have you 
ever thought "As a Religious Science believer my life 
should be perfect."  She will teach us to put away the 2 x 
4...no fair beating ourselves up ... no need.  We truly are 
in Divine Order with Divine Timing on a beautiful 
Divine Path.  We will learn how to fine tune ourselves 
just a bit.  After all, guilt does not feel good and we want 
to feel good.  

 
 
 

Quote of the Month 
 

A thankful person is thankful under all 
circumstances.  

A complaining soul complains even in paradise. 

-Baha'u'llah 
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BVCSE is a Tithing Church 
 
It's usually a commendable 

practice to keep a secret. 
 However, there is an issue that, 
though unintentional, is perhaps 
too much a secret and needs to 
be communicated to all who 
attend BVCSE. 
    How many of you know that 
at each Board Meeting we select 
a worthy organization or cause to receive our monthly 
tithe?  This is in keeping with Science of Mind 
Principles and the Law of Abundance.  The amount of 
our tithe is based on a percentage of our Sunday 
collections plus the credit card donations. 

About two years ago the Board decided to direct our 
tithing exclusively to local recipients in the Big Bear 
Valley.  An ongoing commitment each month goes to 
the Bear Valley Hospital and DOVES.  Since January, 
2009, we have directed our tithes to the Animal Shelter, 
the Lighthouse Project, Four Square Gospel Church 
Food Pantry (for two months due to increased need), and 
Common Ground (a branch of Lighthouse Project that 
offers instruction in parenting skills). 

Since the number of people needing assistance has 
greatly increased, the collection can for the Food Pantry 
remains in the Social Room.  Remember, each dollar 
buys over 5lbs. of food, so a small weekly contribution 
has great power to help the less fortunate during this 
economic recession. 

Some local recipients who received our tithe in 2008 
were Friends of the Disaster Center, the Cantree, our 
Christmas Family, MS Walk, Smile Train, Bear City 
Fire Fighters Christmas Fund, and Habitat for Humanity. 
   The Board welcomes suggestions of local 
organizations or causes that could be considered to 
receive our tithe in the future.  As the "Hands of God 
Serving" we welcome the opportunity to serve where 
needed in our beautiful Big Bear Valley. 
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Tithe Chairperson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are the Hands of God serving.. 

 Jazz at the Church 
 

We are introducing a fun 
new evening of jazz in our 
first “Jazz at the Church” 
event, Sunday September 
20th at 7:30 pm in our new 

building. 

Featuring Skip O’Donnell on 
keyboards, Mike Weins on guitar, 
and Paul Penardi on drums, it is sure to be an exciting 
evening of jazz.  The cost is $15 and advance 
reservations should be made by calling the church at 
(909) 866-7100.  Delectable desserts and coffee will be 
served immediately following the concert.  Seating is 
limited so don’t wait. 

As we told the community in our press release about 
this event, the Bear Valley Center for Spiritual 
Enrichment is a Religious Science church which honors 
all religions.  Our vision statement reads:  “Our purpose 
is to inspire and nurture spiritual growth, by accepting a 
loving, all-inclusive community, through teaching, 
healing and serving, for the highest good of all.  We are 
the Mind of God Knowing, the Heart of God Loving, 
and the Hands of God Serving”.  

 “We want everyone in the valley to know that we 
welcome everyone, right where you are in your life.  If 
you are looking for a place to grow, to improve your life, 
to feel honored and loved, this is it,” says music director, 
Nancy Walker.  Nancy has studied Metaphysics and 
Religious Science for over twenty years, and attributes 
her successes to these teachings.  “Our church is a very 
loving, safe place where you can feel both welcome and 
comfortable.” 

 

Yard Sale is a Huge Success 
 

Many thanks and my gratitude go to the folks who 
helped us earn $1669.25 at our yard sale! Thanks to you 
who donated! Thanks to you who “schlepped” stuff all 
over the back yard! Thanks to the moneychangers and 
greeters. Special thanks to Carolyn, Helene and family, 
Lisa, Nancy, Sherry N., Joann, Susan, and Fran. Without 
you this would have really been a tough sale. With you it 
was a fun church activity. 

�
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Yes, Money Does Grow on Trees! 
 

BVCSE is starting our 
newest project – landscaping 
our beautiful yard!!!  We now 
have a wonderful “money tree” 
in our community room!  We 
are very excited about getting 
our backyard started so that we 

will be able to hold weddings, memorials, parties and 
any other outdoor events we care to imagine!  We are 
starting a vision board for these wonderful activities – so 
please cut out or draw pictures of what you “see” for our 
landscaping and backyard and add them each Sunday 
when you come in. 

And, yes, as metaphysicians, we know that money 
does grow on trees . . . so let's fill it up with those nice 
green leaves!! 

 
Help Wanted 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BVCSE is looking for cheerful, brilliant, spiritual, 

wonderful volunteers to fill the following positions: 
 

Imagine cashiers/sales  (see Nancy Walker) 
Sunday service CD recordings/copies (see Paul Penardi) 
Ushers/greeters  (see Cathy Winch) 

 
Salary – zero.  Gratitude -- priceless! 

 
From your friendly BVCSE Board 

 
 
 
 

 

Your Practitioners 
 

Carolyn Dawley  
888-584-2040 

 

Sally Cornett  
936-5284 or 866-3456 

�

These loving souls are available to support you in prayer 
for any challenges you might be facing. 

September Birthdays 
 

       

Debbie Cannon �� ��� 9/9�
Suzie Curtis-Kopolow � � 9/22�
Nynah Mason � � � 9/22�
Skip O'Donnell �� � 9/23�

 

Your Church Board 
 

Officers 
Leslie L’Heureux, President  585-9862 
Sherry McDaniel, Vice President      310-497-7389 
Sherry Noone, Secretary  338-9362 
Liz Harris, Treasurer   866-1074 
Julie Grandi, Co-Treasurer  585-6528�

 
Members at Large 

Carolyn Dawley   585-5350 
JoAnn Mark    584-7332 
 

Board Advisors 
Suzie Curtis   584-7747 
Suzanne Klump     338-9362 
Bradley Winch    866-5960 

 
Newsletter Staff 

Sherry Noone – Editor 
Julie Grandi – Design 

 

July 2009 Operating Financials 
(excludes Building & Imagine Funds) 

 
 Collections        $  6,705 
  Other income    $     165 
  Total  income                 $  6,870 
   Expenses                 ($ 6,434) 

 Net income     $    436 
 

July Attendance 
 

   Adults  Children 
 July 5th      40              3 
             July 12th          32              3 
             July 19th      48           3 
             July 26th      50              5 
 

  Totals  170       14 
 

 Avg      42        3 
 

We wish to keep our Community advised of our 
Church's financial picture and to thank you for your 

generous support 
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ADVERTISE! 
 
Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you provide.  We want to support you!  You are invited 

to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches over 300 people.  Please provide camera-ready art and a 
check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the September issue by September15th. Questions? Call 909-866-
7100 
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This newsletter is being sent to someone who is loved and respected. 
 
Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
A Religious Science Community 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Service:   11:30 a.m.  

Address:     578 Bonanza Trail  
Big Bear Lake (across from Little Greenhouse, next door to MaMa Bear’s Vitamins) 

 
 

Phone:  909-866-7100 
Fax:      909-866-7100 
 

You can email at: 
bvcse@earthlink.net 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.bvcse.org 
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