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Sunday Services, 11:30 a.m.  578 Bonanza Trail, Big Bear Lake  
(Across the street from the Little Greenhouse florist) 
(Next door to Mama Bear’s Vitamins) 

P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
909-866-7100, Email:  bvcse@earthlink.net.  Website: www.bvcse.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Our beloved home, and now… 
with Rev Sherry on the “billboard”  ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Sherry Serkes  

 

From our Minister 
 
Dear Loved Ones,  

Do you have any idea how loving you are?  How 
giving?  How thoughtful?  How downright special you 
are?  You are off the charts!!  I am so blessed and so 
appreciative to be your minister. 

We are off and running! Watch for news about new 
classes and many other wonderful things. 

Have you ever noticed how the world takes on a 
whole new look when we glance about and see only the 
good?  You have heard me say before that looking for 
the good in everything and everyone is a proven method 
to increase our happiness level.  It is so important I 
would like to share with you once again these special 
words of Ernest Holmes…it is his suggestion we repeat 
them 100 times a day: 

 
Good and more good is mine. 

An ever-increasing good is mine. 
There is no limit to the good which is mine. 

Everywhere I go I see this good, 
I feel it, I experience it. 

It flows through me, 
Expresses itself in me and 

Multiplies itself around me. 
 

- E. Holmes 
   

I invite you to place these words in strategic places 
where you will see them often. 

Have a spooktacular October and know I love you! 
 

Love, hugs and blessings, 
 

����������	�
 

Our purpose is to inspire and nurture spiritual growth by accepting a loving, all inclusive 
community through teaching, healing, and serving, for the highest good of all.  

We are the Mind of God knowing, the Heart of God loving, and the Hands of God serving. 
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Practitioner’s Corner 
 

Our conscious, loving 
intentions can literally transform 
our conditions and experiences.  
From the present it is easy to look 
over the past and see how Spirit 
orchestrated and managed every 
detail bringing us to this very 
moment and our current condition, 
which is very exciting and a lot 
more comfortable than the past. The 

consciousness we have grown into has allowed us to 
receive some of the good that has been waiting for us all 
along. This past year our ability to give and receive has 
resulted in finding, buying and bringing up to code our very 
own church home. We furnished it and filled it with music 
and people seeking light and understanding. Wonderful 
speakers took us from Sunday to Sunday and seven loving 
ministerial candidates were presented multiple times and 
ultimately the perfect minister was attracted to us. 

This has been a fabulous year and it has been so 
because we planted our seeds of desire. We did our work, 
took the human footsteps and held the right intentions. Our 
collective consciousness was able to receive. Now old 
friends are returning and new friends are showing up 
regularly.  With Rev. Sherry beginning her ministry we will 
experience even more blessings. I know it! 

Our thoughts have moved along the path from hope – 
to trust – to knowing. We are now very aware of the 
constant demonstrations, which have taken place bringing 
our dreams into reality. It looks like we have accomplished 
all that we have just in time to be part of the New Thought 
churches, as they have been officially recognized as a real 
world religion.  Rev. M. Beckwith has been invited to 
represent us at the Conference of World Religions. It seems 
like Spirit is at work everywhere.   I know that too! 

Take this knowing into your personal life and know 
there is something magnificent organizing life for your 
highest good at all times. All of your dreams and desires 
will be answered according to your ability to receive the 
good God desires you to have. To ignite the law of the 
universe regarding receiving, we begin by giving. 
Whatever gift you have to give whether it is talent, time 
wisdom, or money will return to bless you – more knowing.  

The loving cycle of Divine lavish abundance moves 
through our experience propelled by gratitude. We can’t 
possibly spend too much time in gratitude. According to 
David Steindel-Rast, “As I express my gratitude, I become 
more deeply aware of It. The greater my awareness: the 
greater my need to express It. What happens here is a 
spiraling ascent, a process of growth in ever expanding 
circles around a steady center”.   

So let us give time and in ways we aren’t able to 
imagine. Vision with me -- our spiritual center being that 
“Center” alive with activity celebrating, serving, and 
healing wherever truth may be revealed. Keep your 
wonderful consciousness growing. I can see it, feel it, and 

by the manifestations you reveal, I know it! I feel us 
growing from the inside to the limitless potential of the 
future right now. Tomorrow we will realize the conscious 
loving intentions we sew into the Mind of God today. With 
gratitude in our sharing this process of growth I send my 
words into the Mind and Soul of God knowing life is good 
all the time! 

 
Your Practitioner, 
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Many Thanks to all for  
a Job Well Done!! 

 
I am writing this note on behalf 

of our beloved Carolyn Dawley -- 
who was away on a well deserved 
vacation last month!!  Carolyn, who 
was the Chair of our Minister Search 
Committee, and I, would like to thank 
all of you for your participation in 
selecting our wonderful new minister, 
Rev. Sherry Serkes!  Our whole 
congregation stepped up and gave us 
their input and evaluations on our many potential 
candidates, and when it came down to our final decision -- 
you all made it very easy for BVCSE to make its selection 
of our new spiritual leader. 

Special thanks to our Minister Search Committee 
members for all their insight, love and wisdom: 

 
Carolyn Dawley (Chair) 

Jennie Boyington 
Fran Fish & Susan Conley 

Julie Grandi 
Liz Harris 

Nancy Walker & Bill Hazewinkel 
Suzie Curtis & Bob Kopolow 

Sherry McDaniel 
JoAnn Mark & Marty Lipp 

Dr. Calvin Pramann 
Jan Sloan 

Bradley & Cathy Winch 
 

 I would like to personally add a very special thank 
you to Carolyn for making arrangements this past year for 
all the wonderful guest speakers and candidates who kept 
us in the flow and mind of Spirit! 
 

Namaste’ 

���
�������������
Board Prez 
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Message from the Board 
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I am one of the 
lucky ones.  I dis-
covered the Science of 
Mind principles in my 

early thirties, and of course, it changed my life.   
I grew up in a very positive household because Mom 

had already been living these principles.  But in high school 
I went to a traditional Presbyterian church whose Sunday 
School teacher was a fundamentalist.  So I was, of course, 
“born again” and went off to college believing I had to save 
souls.  Well, my freshman roommate was from Tokyo and 
had never even heard of Christianity.  She was of the Shinto 
faith, and believed just as strongly in “her” God – or now I 
would say “her version of God.”  She had so much integrity 
and was, well, more “Christian” like than a lot of my 
“Christian” friends – it was hard to believe she would not 
go to heaven because she wasn’t willing to give up her 
Shinto faith.  

I also took a class in World Religions, taught by a 
retired Baptist minister.  He told us that if you had all the 
top teachers of the world religions around a table you 
would find more agreement among them than, say, the 
Pope and the lay Catholic – just because as these great 
principles get watered down to the lowest common 
denominator in each religion – they lose a lot in the 
translation. 

At that time, Johnny Mathis came out with a song that 
touched my heart.  It was called “One God.”  And the lyrics 
went something like this: 

 
Many are the paths winding their way to one God. 

Many are the ways all of us pray to one God. 
Many of us calling to Him,  
by many a different name. 

One Father, loving each the same. 
 
That made so much more sense to me that by the time I 

went home for Christmas vacation, at the tender age of 17, 
I realized I could no longer adhere to the “my- way-or-the-
highway” version of God.  So I wandered comfortably 
along an agnostic path until, at the age of 30, I stumbled 
into the Encino Community Church with a fabulous Divine 
Science minister, Dr. Fletcher Harding.  It was there that I 
took the Science of Mind classes that changed my life.  If 
you’ve never studied these basic principles – I strongly 
urge you to sign up from Rev. Sherry’s new classes.  I 
guarantee it will be a big, “A-ha, now I get it” moment in 
your life.  

The God in me salutes the God in you, 

��
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Sleigh Bells Ring…Are You Listenin’? --  
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Last year�s sale of evergreen 
wreaths, garlands and centerpieces 
was a huge success for BVCSE.  Our congregants, 
members and friends helped with this fundraiser by 
ordering items to be directly sent to people on their gift 
lists, which arrived fresh and fragrant and lasted well 
into January. 

This will be our fifth year of making these eco-
farmed evergreens from the Pacific Northwest available 
for your gift giving ease. It is so easy to show your 
family, friends, clients, colleagues and service givers 
that you truly appreciate them with something that will 
bring you to mind every time they see it or smell its 

heavenly fragrance. And don�t forget yourselves! Your 
house will be holiday ready with wreaths, garlands or 
whatever you choose to make the season bright. 

All items will be shipped directly after Thanksgiving 
which means we have an order deadline soon. Orders 
will be taken throughout October and for the first 
Sunday in November (11/1) in the community room 
after our services. If you are unable to order at that time, 
please call Leslie L'Heureux @ (909) 585-9862 and she 
will assist in placing your order.   

So let’s light a fire, pray for snow and get out our 
gift lists and address books and make this year’s holiday 
gift giving a blessing for all! 

 
 

Cabaret comes to BVCSE 
 
Don’t you love to laugh?  

“Isn’t It Funny?” is the theme of 
the first Cabaret Show to be 
presented by our Center on 
Sunday evening, October 25th at 
7:30 PM.  

Written and performed by 
Nancy Celeste Walker, who is 
also our Music Director, it will be an evening of 
humorous songs from such great songwriters as George 
Gershwin, Dave Frishberg, Noel Coward, and many 
more.  

“Cabaret is an intimate, unique musical art form, 
which breaks down the ‘third wall’ and goes straight to 
the heart of the listeners” explains Nancy.  By feeling the 
subtext of a song, as an actor does with his lines, the 
audience feels the emotions that the singer feels.   
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Nancy will be accompanied on piano by our very 
own Glenn Wonacott.  “Typically, cabaret is just one 
voice, and one piano, creating an even more intimate 
feeling for the listener” adds Nancy.  The focus is on the 
lyrics.  “I’ve had the idea for this show for a long time, 
and I love the intimate setting of our center, so I think it 
will be the perfect venue for this show.  Laughter is very 
healing, and this show will definitely have you laughing 
out loud.” Nancy explains.   

Nancy attended a two-week workshop in Italy in 
1998 that focused on the skills needed for Cabaret.  She 
has since written and performed twelve shows using 
what she learned at that intensive voice and song retreat.  
There is limited seating, tickets are $20 and are available 
by calling the center at (909) 866-7100, or reserving 
your space after church services each Sunday.  Don’t 
hesitate to sign up, or you will be sorry you missed this 
great show! 

 
 

An Ode to Bobbie 
 
Practitioner Carolyn Dawley was asked to speak at 
Bobbie Hunsaker’s memorial.  Following is her 

beautiful tribute to our matriarch. 
 

In every relationship there is a gift.  Having known 
Bobbie Hunsaker the past 18 years has been one of my 
greatest gifts. Bobbie brought so much to life. She was 
spiritual and inspired all who knew her. She 
demonstrated a life well lived in every way. She shared 
the wisdom, patience, and confidence that come from a 
beautiful heart and a clear mind. 

The first time I met Bobbie she was on crutches, 
came a little late, but really looked great. A remarkable 
fashion plate with red hair, bright blue eyes, lots of 
bling, and a smile she never failed to wear no matter 
how broken her body might be. 

Bobbie was generous, always giving, always sharing 
whatever she had with anyone needing what she might 
have. She shared her years of Spiritual studies, her 
understanding, her life’s experiences, her travel 
adventures, some close calls, a few disappointments, and 
lots of love. Bobbie shared her home, her wealth, and 
even her famous gong, which lived at my home, our 
church, and even the PAC at any given time. My friend 
Bobbie loved to go, loved to do, loved to get into and be 
a part of whatever was happening. You could find her at 
every event, parade, fund raiser, performance at the 
PAC, Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast, Spiritual conference, 
seminar, class, church service, or retreat.  For 14 years 
she came to my meditation group most every 
Wednesday morning. Sometimes she struggled with a 
cane, a crutch, or a walker. Years ago she managed on 
her own. The past several years she had a helper, but no 

matter how broken her body might be you could depend 
on Bobbie showing up. 

Yes, you could depend on Bobbie. She befriended 
everyone, adopted a few, and helped so many. “No” 
wasn’t a part of her vocabulary. In 2000, my 10-year-old 
grandson was diagnosed terminally ill at Loma Linda 
Children’s Hospital. After ten days of vigil and prayer, 
hope came late on a Tuesday night from a doctor in New 
York who told my son to get Christopher there ASAP. 
He would operate on what no other doctor in the world 
would even consider! The uninsured medical flight Chris 
needed cost $26,000. On the Internet the family found a 
flight we could share with a patient who needed to come 
to California for a mere $12,900.  

My son called me at 11:30 that night looking for a 
financial miracle in order to get Chris on that flight the 
next afternoon. No checks, no credit cards, just cash 
needed to be wire transferred by 11:00 a.m. to the 
medical transport company. Of course I prayed and in 
the morning I was led to call Bobbie. Bobbie was the 
answer to my prayer and by 9:00 a.m. the money was on 
the wire.  At 3:00 p.m. Christopher took off with his 
parents to New York for the operation that saved his life. 
Now, ten years later, Christopher is beginning his senior 
year at the University of Utah. Thank you, Bobbie! Chris 
sends his love and gratitude; our whole family will never 
forget your part in saving his life. 

Some people pass through your life quickly. Some 
stay for a season or two. Once in a while someone 
special comes along. Bobbie was a good friend, a great 
teacher, my mentor, a matriarch for our church, and one 
of those special people that will stay in my heart and our 
memory forever. God speed, girlfriend. Thank you for 
the little things you did and thank you for the big things. 
Thank you for being a part of my life for eighteen 
marvelous seasons! 

 
Your friend, 
Carolyn  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bobbie & one of her dog friends 
2008 
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A Letter to the Congregation 
From Rev. Diane Borcyckowski 

Dear Ones, 

I want to thank you for your 
sweet and gracious gift of 
brilliantly, cosmically purple 
flowers.  I treasure the love that 
came with them.   Many of you met 
my beloved, Dr. Lee Gibson, and 

some of you knew him and socialized with us.  He 
always said, “This is the sweetest group of people you 
have ever served” – and I agreed. 

Lee was surrounded in Love by his family and 
friends, clients and students, who ushered him so 
peacefully into the “boundless sea of existence” on 
September 6th at 3:06 a.m. 

 Yes, it was very sudden.  Lee retired a few weeks 
before, sold his condo, and was preparing to move to our 
new home on the Skipanon River in Oregon.  After 24 
years as deep Soul Partners, we never lived under the 
same roof, nor did we feel the need for a wedding 
ceremony, as we were as married as two people could 
be.  

The Bekins truck carrying his belongings arrived, 
but Lee did not.  Although I feel his presence with me, 
the pathos of incompletion is my most challenging 
spiritual curriculum right now.  Please support me in 
prayer, and know with me, that I am Whole, even 
without the physical presence of my beloved. I am 
receptive and feel God’s Presence…  

 
A Celebration of Life  

for Dr. Lee Gibson 
will be held on Sunday,  

October 18, 2009 
at Central Park in  

Huntington Beach, CA.  
 

The celebration will begin at 
5:00 p.m. with a potluck picnic in the open field behind 
the Central Library and next to the "Big Bandstand" (a 
map will be sent out in October).   

Bring food/drinks to share, a kite for flying and 
acoustic instruments if you like. If you would like to 
lead an outdoor ritual that is themed with "earth, sky, 
trees, wind" etc., you are most welcome.  

(Contact Diane at 
in2trees@gmail.com to coordinate) 

 
At 7:00 p.m. a Celebration service for Lee will be held at 
the Huntington Beach Library Theatre - adjacent to the 
picnic location. There will be speakers, music and 
memories.  Dress code: picnic wear - no ties! 

 

On a much more joyous note, I congratulate you on 
the selection of your new minister!!!  Thinking of you in 
your new home with your beautiful Rev. Sherry lifts my 
heart and makes me smile.  God is truly Good. 

  
With Love, 

������������
 

Quote of the month 
Let us be grateful to people who make us happy; they 

are the charming gardeners who make our souls bloom. 

Marcel Proust 

 

Classes Begin!  
 

Foundations/Practical Spirituality Class 
begins October 13th 

Beginning at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, October 13th, the 
classes will be held each Tuesday through March 16th. at 
the church.  The class will be taught by Rev. Sherry and 
sign-up sheets are available in the hospitality room at the 
church 

Class Description 
You now have the opportunity to enjoy a series of 

lessons that will have a profound impact on your life.  
The study of the Life Principle, the way it works, and 
your relationship to it will be the greatest discovery of 
your life.  

 
·  You will learn how to use the Creative Power of 

your thought for definite purposes.  
·  You will discover ways to enhance your life, to 

resolve conflict, to heal anger, to reduce stress, 
to be more productive in the workplace. 

·  You will discover ways to deal with negative 
people and negative events.  

·  You will learn about the power of forgiveness 
and the tremendous creative energy of love. 

 
 

Let’s Do Movies too! 
 
Mark your calendars:  An introduction to Abraham-

Hicks entitled The Secret Behind the Secret will be 
shown November 10th at 6:30 p.m. at Sherry 
McDaniel's home.  A sign up sheet is available in the 
social area at church.  Directions will be made available.  
There is no charge for this event. 
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Your Practitioners 
 

Carolyn Dawley  
888-584-2040 

 

Sally Cornett  
936-5284 or 866-3456 

�

These loving souls are available to support you in prayer 
for any challenges you might be facing. 

 
 

October Birthdays 
 

       

Helen Bussey   10/8 
Sherry McDaniel  10/15 
Bob Henrich   10/19 
Margaret Westling  10/21 
Sheryl Kral   10/27 
 

 

Your Church Board 
 

Officers 
Leslie L’Heureux, President  585-9862 
Sherry McDaniel, Vice President      310-497-7389 
Sherry Noone, Secretary  338-9362 
Liz Harris, Treasurer   866-1074 
Julie Grandi, Co-Treasurer  585-6528�

 
Members at Large 

Carolyn Dawley   585-5350 
JoAnn Mark    584-7332 

 
Board Advisors 

Suzie Curtis   584-7747 
Suzanne Klump     338-9362 
Bradley Winch    866-5960 
 

Spiritual Advisor       
Rev. Sherry Serkes          547-0278 

               702-528-5528 
 

 
 
 

 
Newsletter Staff 

Sherry Noone – Editor 
Julie Grandi – Design 

 
 

Church Administrative Assistant 
Sandy Morell 

August 2009 Operating Financials 
(excludes Building & Imagine Funds) 

 
 Collections        $  8,508 
  Other income    $     675 
  Total  income                 $  9,183 
   Expenses                 ($ 5,958) 

Net income     $  3.225 
 

August  Attendance 
   Adults  Children 
 Aug 2nd       35        0 
 Aug 9th       40        2 
 Aug 17th      48                        0 
 Aug 23rd      40        0 
 Aug 31st      42        0 
 

  Totals   205        2 
 

 Avg      41  
        

 
We wish to keep our Community advised of our 

Church's financial picture and to thank you for your 
generous support 

 

Greetings to all at BVCSE 
 

You are invited to the 
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October 11 immediately 
following the 11:30 service. 

 
We are excited to share with you what a difference 

our church’s success can be when we know in advance 
what our monthly income will be.  As good stewards of 
your money we have prepared a 2010 budget and will 
make an informative presentation and explanation. 

Following the budget presentation Rev. Sherry will 
share her vision for our church community.  We can tell 
you that she has lots of wonderful things up her sleeve; 
our church is going to grow in a way that will make us 
all very proud.  

Who is our church congregation?  Do you have to be 
a church member to attend the Congregational meeting? 
The answer is that all folks who attend our church are 
our congregation.  Please feel very welcome to attend 
this important meeting.  

The Board will provide a lite lunch following church 
service.  

Please join us as we plan for our future.  
����
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ADVERTISE! 
 
Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you provide.  We want to support you!  You are invited 

to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches over 300 people.  Please provide camera-ready art and a 
check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the November issue by October 15th.  

Questions? Call 909-866-7100 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Drumming with Spirit ! 
��

We invite you to gather with us on Wednesday, October 28th,  at 6:00 p.m. at the Bear 
Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment (BVCSE), for another�metaphysical drumming circle led 
by Art Harriman.  We’ll be welcoming Art back since he’s been gone ALL summer!  We will 
begin with a fabulous (because you make it so) potluck and fellowship followed at 7pm with our 
gifts of rhythm.  Please bring any hand instruments you may have to share with others.  

So bring a potluck dish and something to drink. 
 These drumming sessions provide “soul food” in a loving environment, as we experience 

our feelings and creativity.  The results are a sense of mental, physical, spiritual, and emotional 
balance that promotes a high caliber of contemplative meditation, stress busting, releasing, 
transforming, healing, and lots o’ love that unlocks infinite possibilities and our galaxy of 
potentiality…Come celebrate the harmony and energy of this cleansing, purifying, and uplifting 
rhythmic flow of life with us… 
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This newsletter is being sent to someone who is loved and respected. 
 
Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
A Religious Science Community 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Service:   11:30 a.m.  

Address:     578 Bonanza Trail  
Big Bear Lake (across from Little Greenhouse, next door to MaMa Bear’s Vitamins) 

 
 

Phone:  909-866-7100 
Fax:      909-866-7100 
 

You can email at: 
bvcse@earthlink.net 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.bvcse.org 
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