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Sunday Services, 5:00 p.m.  42324 North Shore Drive, Big Bear Lake  
(St. Columba’s Episcopal Church on North Shore Drive, ¼ mile east of Stanfield Cutoff)  

P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
909-584-2040, Email:  bvcse@earthlink.net.  Website: www.bvcse.org 
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Rev. Diane Borcyckowski 
 

Dear Ones, 
For the past few minutes, I’ve been staring at my 

empty computer screen – wondering how in the world to 
express to you what is in my heart.  Obviously, I have a 
great sadness about separating from the family I love.  I 
feel like I’m experiencing a death, yet no one has died.  
Indeed a form is passing away – my life as I know it is 
making a transition, and grief is a natural experience, 
although not necessarily pleasant. 

With every death or ending of one form, there is a 
birth into new beginnings and new forms.  So, on the 
other end of the emotional pendulum swing, I am also 
experiencing great excitement and gratitude for the gift 
that is my new occupation, (stillness and silence -aka 
retirement) and my new home in Oregon. 

I have been profoundly moved by all of your 
expressions of love, grief, praise and congratulations.  It 
has been challenging to keep my heart open to receive 
these mixed emotions from you, in all their intensity; 
and it is even harder, learning to let go. But I must, and 
so must you, because Life is trustworthy and a Higher 
Order is at work here. 

Your new church home is on the horizon.  Quite 
possibly, the house on Bonanza in the Village is IT! But 
if not that particular property, you are ready in 
consciousness to receive the perfect location at the 
perfect price.  The process is already underway to 
affiliate with United Centers for Spiritual Living (aka 

United Church of Religious Science) and with their help 
and resources, your new Minister is on the way too.  
S/he is already praying for the right and perfect church 
to come available, as you are praying for him/her.  

Divine Guidance is an amazing force, when we 
allow It to lead us into our desired good.  God’s Will for 
us is our will – if our will is the highest and best for all 
concerned and harms no one. The key to experiencing 
this Guidance is to learn to trust in the process of Life.  
There really is a Power greater than us in the Cosmos, 
and in us… a Something that knows the highest and best 
good for us; and Its timing is perfect timing.   

Let peace come to you regarding the out picturing 
and manifestation of all your desires for this church.  
Give Spirit an open conduit through which to work 
through you.  Be gentle of mind and flexible in your 
thinking, letting Life live you and lead you where it is 
best to go. Keep your “eye single” on God as Source and 
remember there is no need to “toil or spin”.  

Dr. Holmes said: “If our eye is single we shall be 
filled with light. That is, when we perceive the Unity of 
Good, we shall perceive it in its entirety, an undivided 
whole.  But if our eye be filled with trouble, we shall 
remain in darkness.  We must cleave to the good, and 
trust absolutely in the Law of God to bring about any 
desired end.  Spirit will mold our purposes when we 
allow It to do so.  As we learn to depend more and more 
upon the perfect law, we shall find that the outward 
things which are necessary to our good will be provided.  
We shall be cared for as the lilies of the field, which live 
directly upon the Divine bounty.  And yet they toil not 
nor do they spin.” 

In my memorial service, I often say about the 
departed: “S/he is now expressing life in a new and 
greater way.  We could not possibly want to hold 
him/her back.  It is our own loss we grieve, when 
someone we love moves out of our life: whether it is as a 
parent, when our child leaves the home; whether a friend 

Our purpose is to inspire and nurture spiritual growth by accepting a loving, all inclusive 
community through teaching, healing, and serving, for the highest good of all.  

We are the Mind of God knowing, the Heart of God loving, and the Hands of God serving. 
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moves away to another state; or when a loved one moves 
on to the next plane of existence – but we cannot and do 
not desire to hold anyone back from their good – from 
their new means of Self expression”. 

I know you would not want to hold me back from 
my good or new means of Self expression, nor would I 
want to do anything that would hold you back from 
yours.  So we can rest assured that we are setting each 
other free to live our Life potential.  But somehow it 
doesn’t take away the grief…Yet it doesn’t take away 
the love either.   

We have Love and that shall never change.  I expect 
you will keep in touch with me (in2trees@gmail.com) 
and if ever you find yourself in Oregon, my home is 
your retreat.   

I love you, each and every one of you…and thank 
you for a deep and meaningful experience that I will 
never forget. 

 
God bless you, 
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Please join us in October 

 
 
October 5th Are You Feeling Lucky? 
 
 
October 12th Just Say Yes! 
 
 
October 19th  Catch the Wave! 
 
 
October 26th Keeping Pace with Change 
 
 

 

Message from the Board 
 

 

 
 
 
 
When I was a young 

Methodist, there was a hymn I 
loved to sing and hear.  This 
month, its words came to my 
mind. 

 
 “When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 
 When sorrows like sea billows roll; 
 Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say, 
 It is well, it is well, with my soul.” 

This hymn was written by Horatio Spafford, a 
wealthy businessman who was ruined financially by the 
Chicago Fire of 1871, and then shortly thereafter lost all 
four of his daughters in a ship collision on the Atlantic 
Ocean.   

Now in perspective, our month here with our church 
pales in comparison, but we have certainly been tossed 
about with sadness, anger, and at least momentary 
questioning of our future as a church family. 

First and foremost, we have received with sadness 
Rev. Diane’s decision to retire at the end of October and 
move to Oregon.  We already know that many of us 
were indeed saddened by the news, and some were 
angry, however,  it is a testimony of the health of our 
church community that we not only talked our way 
thought that sadness but also became proactive in ways 
that didn’t seem possible even a couple of months 
before. 

We, of course, wish Rev. Diane the best of life and 
our love as she goes on to a new adventure.  We thank 
her for all she has done and the dedication she has 
shown to growing the church and in more recent times to 
move us toward finding our new home. 

And this is where we have come to now.  It seems 
true that when one door closes, another opens. At our 
meeting when Rev. Diane’s retirement was announced to 
the board, in the midst of absorbing that news, Carolyn 
Dawley ended our meeting with the possibility of a new 
church home which she had “discovered” to be almost 
perfect for us, and then led us in meditation which 
touched our hearts and moved us on to the next step.   
Following in short order, three generous benefactors 
among us, Marty   Lipp   and Bob and Marla Henrich  
stepped forward to offer loans to allow us to purchase a 
new church home!!!,  something we had only dreamed 
of not too long ago.  There are indeed no accidents. 

In two consecutive weeks, church members met after 
church to discuss where they all wanted to go and what 
they felt the future of our church would be.  
Overwhelmingly, they expressed a desire to move on as 
a church and then pressed forward with ideas and 
commitments to do so. 

It has been quite a month.  We have been bounced 
around a bit, but I marvel at the dedication of all to the 
church and the strong commitment to each other as a 
church family.  I knew it was always there, but 
sometimes it just takes a bit of storm to make us realize 
how important we are to each other and to our church.  
We are moving forward and I can truly say that the soul 
of this church is strong and well. 

 
And so it is. 
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Practitioner’s Corner  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Change Your Thinking,  
     Change Your Life! 

 
 
 

Changes, changes! In 1991 I was led to a very small 
group meeting in the Bear City park building.  There 
was a little sign hanging from the overhand, “Science of 
Mind”, it stated, making me wonder what I was getting 
into ?!  Inside I found about 15 chairs set up facing a 
podium and organ, both on wheels.  The minister spoke 
about the power of thought, played the organ and led 
seven of us in a few songs.  After service they pushed 
and put their equipment into a closet, served coffee, 
cookies and hugs.  Newly divorced, I was ready to begin 
a new chapter in my life and the message, “Change your 
thinking, change your life” rang very true to me.  I 
attended every Sunday and more people began to come.  
Soon they moved to a nice space on the boulevard in 
Bear City, and then to another space east, and then back 
to the first space.  Meanwhile the first minister was 
gone, a practitioner led the services and then they hired a 
new minister and the practitioner left.  All those changes 
occurred in little over a year. None of it mattered to me.  
I was soaking up this philosophy and signed up for 
classes with every teacher and learned from them all. 

The new minister moved us one more time to the 
Masonic Temple where we settled for nearly 14 years.  
Through those years we enjoyed many activities like 
house boating at Lake Mead, camping at Hanna Flats, 
trips to the Buddhist Temple, a sell out “Roast” with 
Sarge and John Grandi, all sort of fund raisers, guest 
speakers, entertainers and musicians.  Our music 
programs were as up and down as could be until we 
started kicking up our heels on Sunday nights with Bill 
Baker at the Best Western.  That is the place we first 
heard Nancy sing and big changes – good changes were 
in store for us once again. 

Along the way we found out about Agape and the 
music energy they were willing to share.  We developed 
a choir, bought robes, and Divine Right Timing brought 
Nancy Walker into our community.  Her gracious 
manner and talent connected our hearts with the sounds 
of music and her concert presentations have provided 
several successful fund raisers for us.  Even though we 
had still more changes to deal with, our music director 
provided the “glue” that would greatly help in keeping 
us together.  More changes!  A new minister, Rev. Diane 
Borcyckowski came into our lives.  Diane brought to us 

kindness, patience, healing, knowledge and experience.  
Like a super-mom she looked after our welfare, managed 
our affairs, and guided us on our spiritual path.  I 
thought I was in heaven having been relieved of so much 
responsibility.  Then she took 46 of you on a cruise and 
left me almost alone one Sunday.  She also pushed me to 
teach a class or two.  Diane has helped all of us stretch 
and grow.  I know she has touched everyone of us in 
some special way.  Needless to say, we are all sad that 
Rev. Diane is retiring and moving away from us. 

So here we are, once again facing changes.  I have 
learned Religious Scientists thrive on change!  Each time 
we have moved, each time we attracted a new minister, 
each time our music program started over, everyone 
involved grew in consciousness.  Because our minds are 
open and our hearts are full of love we are able to find 
excitement and joy in each new experience.  Our little 
spiritual community is a living, breathing, loving beacon 
of pure metaphysical light for this mountain.  We have 
all been enhanced by knowing each other and expanding 
our awareness. We have been sustained in Spirit for 58 
years.  Together we arrive at still another threshold and 
together we face the endless possibilities before us.  
How wonderful our expectations! 

My mind has been busy accepting all the changes 
and realizing each as a blessing.  I am now excited about 
all of it. I know a nice new minister is already looking 
for us and we will meet soon.  I loved watching 
everyone inspect every corner of our possible new home 
and jump and scream in joy.  I marvel at how Spirit 
orchestrates and manifests all the ingredients for 
securing our future as a spiritual family.  In the Light 
and Love and the Glory of Spirit we continue to teach, to 
serve, to sing, to dance, to grow, and to heal in every 
new moment, no matter what change shows up.  One 
thing however, has never changed.  It has always been 
with this little spiritual community.  It has never let us 
down.  It has kept our beacon light glowing all along the 
paths our church has been on.  It lifts us up.  It guides 
and protects us.  It just won’t leave and It has no 
intention about retiring.  I just want to say, “Thank You 
God, thank You for it all! 

 
And so it is! 
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Our wonderful practitioner, Carolyn, has been 
holding meditations for 13 years; guess how good she is 
at it! Her home is at 816 Mountain Lane in Big Bear 
City and is easy to find, please call Carolyn at (909) 585-
5350 or Suzie at (909) 584-7747 if you would like 
directions. Life is all about making choices and this is 
such a rewarding choice to make.  
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Your Practioners 
 

Carolyn Dawley  
888-584-2040 

 

Sally Cornett  
936-5284 or 866-3456 

�

These loving souls are available to support you in prayer 
for any challenges you might be facing. 

 
�

Your Church Board 
 

Officers 
 

Judy Farry, President   584-1525 
Suzanne Klump, Secretary   338-9362 
Bradley Winch, Treasurer  866-5960 

 

Members at Large 
Bobbie Egelund    547-8404 
Julie Grandi    585-6528 
Leslie L’Heureux   585-9862 
JoAnn Mark    584-7332 
Sherry McDaniel   866-4028 
Rev. Diane Borcyckowski   

Home Office:   866-4603 
             Cell:     831-7370 
 

August  Financials 
 

Collections   $ 6,471 
             Other income   $ 1,281 
             Total  income   $ 7,752 
              Expenses              ($ 7,277) 
              Net income    $   475 
 

August Attendance 
 

   Adults  Children 
 Aug 9th       29          1 
 Aug 10th        33          0 
 Aug 17th        31          0 
 Aug 24th       23          0 
 Aug 31st      25          0 
  
  Totals    141                   1 

Avg.      28          
 

 
We wish to keep our Community advised of our Church's 

financial picture and to thank you for your generous 
support 
  

 

October  Birthdays 
 

        

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sherry McDaniel   10/15 
Bob Henrich     10/19 
Margaret Westling   10/21 
Sheryl Kral    10/27 
 
 

 

Agape Music Symposium Memories 
 

 
 

How does one capture an experience that transcends 
language?  Our experience at the Agape Music 
Symposium was one of Unity, Vision, Passion, Love, 
Service, and of course, Music.  On two consecutive 
mornings, we had an intense meditation and visioning, 
led by Rev. Michael Beckwith. 

The tears were pouring down my cheeks as I 
contemplated what God has in mind for my life. 

I am still processing what came up for me.  From 
creating a Symposium Choir made of the attendees, 
where we were taught new music, to spontaneous music-
making with our fellow singers and musicians, to 
workshops of all kinds regarding music, each of us had a 
unique experience which touched us to our core.  It is 
difficult to relay to you the magic we felt being around 
150 like-minded people, who not only believe the things 
we believe, but who are also passionate about music, 
eager to learn and to grow, and willing to say Yes!  The 
energy we experienced at the Agape International Center 
on Wednesday night, where we got to sing with the 
Agape Choir to a congregation of over 1000 people was 
over the top!  We only wish that each and every one of 
you could have been there to share in our magnificent 
experience.  Thank you for all your donations, love and 
support that enabled 8 of our choir members to attend.   
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More…Agape Music Symposium 
Memories 

 
I was a first time attendee to the Symposium and 

was overwhelmed by the experience!  The Wednesday 
night service expressed unmatched energy and spirit.  
Rickie Byars-Beckwith was charming, capable and so 
full of enthusiasm that carried us through each day and 
night.  Thanks so much to BVCSE for sponsoring our 
trip. 
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Music is the heart of a church and we got to 

contribute to Agape’s heart at this Symposium.  We 
received in kind – new music, others’ spiritual 
expression, and teachings from musicians and singers.  
We gave to Agape at the Wednesday night service as we 
sang with their extraordinary choir.  Now, we share with 
BVCSE what we have learned.  I loved being in such a 
sacred space – the Temescal Retreat Center and the 
Agape sanctuary – and was often moved to tears by the 
music and the wonderful people I met.   This was such a 
joyous experience.  Thank you, BVCSE! 
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Agape Music Symposium for me reaffirms that 

music is a ministry.  The message through music is very 
powerful, affirming, and FUN!  Agape Music 
Symposium enhances my spirit, moves me up a few 
notches every time I have attended.  The mixture of 
peoples, how much we are alike, the sharing of music, 
how much we add to one another is just fantastic.  
Agape has to be experienced as no words could describe 
what a phenomenal transformation takes place as we 
come in as individuals and form together as one to make 
the most beautiful music.  I wish everyone could attend. 
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Our gang at Breakfast 

 

Ricky & Michael Beckwith 
 

Violin in the Trees 



 

- 6 - 

Meet our Sponsors 
 

ADVERTISE! 
 Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you provide.  We want to support you!  You are 

invited to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches over 300 people.  Please provide camera-ready 
art and a check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the November  issue by October 15th. 

Questions? Call 909-584-2040 
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This newsletter is being sent to someone who is loved and respected. 
 
Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
A Religious Science Community 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Service:  St. Columba’s Episcopal Church  
Address:   42324 North Shore Drive, Big Bear Lake (1/4 mile east of Stanfield Cutoff) 
Time:  5:00 p.m. 
 

Church Offices: 
502 W. Big Bear Blvd. 
Big Bear City, CA 92314 
 

Phone:  909-584-2040 
Fax:      909-584-2040 
 

You can email at: 
bvcse@earthlink.net 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.bvcse.org 
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