Sunday Services, 11:00 a.m.,
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315

..... Open at the Top....

385 Summit Boulevard, Big Bear Lake, CA

909-584-2040, Email: bvcse@earthlink.net. Website: www.bvcrs.org

Rev. Diane
Borcyckowski

It took me seven months but I'm finally home in
Big Bear! And it feels great! So many of you have been
So very generous with your offers of help and your
invitations to dinner (when | couldn’t find my silver-
ware) — I'm overwhelmed by your love and attention. |
also appreciate your kind patience as | have been dealing
with my mother’s illness and the many trips to Arizona
where she lives. Once my mom is out of the hospital and
settled in an assisted living apartment and | am no longer
stepping over boxes, I'm looking forward to starting
some Science of Mind classes. My favorite thing!

It looks like the winter is coming to an end and
signs of spring are beginning to show. There are buds on
the many lilac bushes in my yard, big fat robins are
hopping around, blue jays are squawking and squirrels
are arguing with my cats in the window about who has
territorial rights in this neighborhood. Yes! It's spring!
And I'm so grateful.

| am so looking forward to really getting to know
you all, getting involved in the Big Bear Community and
growing our church. I'm excited about our plans for the
big building fund raiser — Always Patsy Cline. This
event has the possibility of raising over $20,000 for our
building fund! We’ll soon be creating a Scouting
Committee to go out looking for potential new home
sites for our church family. We have some big dreams
for not only a place to meet on Sundays, but a wedding

business, theatre, book store, meditation garden and
learning center. This business plan may take some time
and develop in stages, but | believe our community can
pull it off. Our board is having a planning retreat this
month to set our personal and community goals.

This month also brings our annual auction fund
raiser which sounds like a lot of fun to me! I'm hoping
for the opportunity to bid on a plumber and an electrician
to fix my new — old house!

Soon we will be on the hunt for some new board
members to fill new terms as our outgoing board
members ease their way back into their normal everyday
lives come August. Gena Hester, Suzie Curtis, Carolyn
Dawley and Leslie L’'Heureux have more than fulfilled
their terms, they have been the hard working leaders that
got our church through a major transition and brought
me to you. | don’t think anyone can really know or
understand what a challenging experience this is for a
church board unless you've been through it. | am so
grateful to them as well as our continuing board
members Paul Penardi, Taras Stratelak, Margo Stewart,
lla Holmes & Lana Tice. They have all been an amazing
and dedicated group of people to work with and my
gratitude to them is immeasurable.

Our outgoing board members have assured me that
they will continue to heavily participate in our church
and offer guidance and direction to our new board
members. If you feel a desire to serve your church in
this high calling and hold a vision to grow our
community into its next level of greatness, please talk
with me or any board member. A Nominating
Committee will be formed shortly to create a slate of
nominees and elections will take place at our annual
meeting in August.

Lots of newness, lots of plans, lots of creativity and
lots of excitement — it certainly must be Spring!

Joy & Love,



Please join us in May

Practitioner’'s Corner

May 7" Passionate Creativity

May 14" Issues, Obstacles & Opportunities
May 21 The New Dimension

May 28" Don’t Block the Light

Mark Your Calendars!

Message from Your Board

READ ME FIRST!
(Well, OK, after Rev. Diane’s article)

On SundayMay the 7",
the first Annual Auction of
the Bear Valley Center for
Spiritual Enrichment will
take place Now some of
you may say, “We've had 4
or 5 auctions before.” And
you would be right, BUT
those were not held under

our brand new name!

So because we like to celebrate everything good, we
take this opportunity to toot our horns for this auction,
BVCSE's first!! Let's make it a memorable one and set
the bar high for future years and auction items. Please
invite anyone you know who likes to shop--- and also
any men you may know. Ba doomp boomp! Everyone
is welcome!

We will have a finger food lunch (please bring
something to shareas we peruse the silent auction
items --- services, baskets, flower arrangements, home
items and jewelry for instance. After that, Big Bear’'s
Mr. Entertainment, Art Harriman, will be our auctioneer
for the live items! These include a progressive dinner in
Fawnskin, Two nights’ accommodations at a creme de la
creme two-bedroom, two-bath oceanfront condo at
Hamilton Cove on Catalina Island, and a sunset dinner
afloat on Big Bear Lake. Rev. Diane is also offering a
date at the Huntington Library and Gardens including
high tea for two guests along with Rev. Diane. This is a
day-long outing and Rev. Diane will chauffer as well!

If that's not enough, we will also have a 50/50 raffle,
with each ticket costing $1 or 7 tickets for $5. The
winner and the Center split the pot. Mark your calendars
to spend a couple of hours after church at this very fun
and exciting event!

With Love
Suzie Curtis

Cabin Fever is Broken!

Warm sunshiny days,
soft gentle nights, and the
promise of summer just
moments away.

We are ready to get
outside--to walk in nature.
The dark cold days of winter§
are but a distant memory  §
and we turn to the
heavens. Basking in the
sunshine as we dance in the light, let us remember what
Jesus said, "let your (inner) light shine before men, that
they may see your good works and glorify your Father
which is in heaven"--Matthew 5:16

Divine Intelligence is universal, limitless and within
all things because God and creation are one. Now is the
time to let Spirit llluminate our soul as it lights our
world; to emerge from the darkness into the light of
expanded activity. So, for this merry month of May, let
the light of Divine Intelligence shine through of all of
our activities and all relationships.

Today, | exercise my mind and am fully aware and
conscious of my oneness with the Divine Intelligence
and listen to Its inspiration. | am vitally open and
receptive to God'’s presence. In Its light | emerge from
any restrictions | have held regarding my ability to create
a happy, prosperous and helpful life for myself, my
family and friends as well as my Church and commun-
ity. 1 know | am truly a unique, individualized expres-
sion of God and an instrument for good. Today, | accept
my responsibility to be a channel of love, light, peace
and harmony through my every thought, word and deed.
There is but One Mind---God's Mind----and | am using
this Mind NOW! 1 discipline my thinking so that my life
exemplifies the Christ consciousness. | thankfully
accept peace, harmony and love in this realization that |
am One with God.

"Know ye not that ye are the temple of God and that
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?"*'Corinthians 3:16

Many blessings to everyone,
Sally Cornett

There are two ways to live your life. One is as
thoughnothing is a miracle. The other is as though
everythingis a miracle.

Your Practitioners

These loving souls are available to support you in
prayer for any challenges you might be facing.
Carolyn Dawley
585-5350
Sally Cornett
936-5284 or 866-3456



A Note From Your Music Director

It is my sincere desire to
help our church find a
permanent home. Don't you
think it’s time too? Let's say
‘Yes' to that!

To that end, our church
has decided to produce a
wonderful musical called,
“Always, Patsy Cline” which
is the story about the
relationship between Patsy
Cline and one of her fans,
Louise Seger, who became a good friend. | will be
playing the part of Patsy, and Beth Gardner will be
playing the part of Louise, as well as directing. There
will be three performances over Labor Day weekend at
our beautiful Big Bear Performing Arts Center.

We need your help! We need you to bring all your
friends to the play, and tell everyone you know about it!
We also know that this play will bring in a considerable
amount of capital for our building fund, if we cover our
expenses through sponsorships. At this time our goal for
sponsorships is $9000, and we already have raised
$2,000! (Some of these costs relate to a percentage of
ticket revenue that will be due in royalties, so they are
not “hard” costs.) If we sell 800 tickets over the 3
performances, we have the opportunity to raise over
$20,000 for our church! That is significant!

We plan to have a pre-party before the Friday night
performance to honor our sponsors. We hope you will
see this as a chance to support a new building for our
church in a very significant way. Please give
generously-your tax deductible donation will bless our
church and put us well on our way to our goals. Below
are the levels of sponsorship-please ask yourself what
feels comfortable to you, and then take it up a notch!
You will reap the benefits of your giving, believe me, |
know!! Much love,

Nancy Walker
“Divine Love blesses and multiplies all that | give
and all that | receive because | give.”

Sponsorship Opportunities

Platinum Level:Full page ad in the program, 6 tickets to
the performance, VIP pre-party - $1,000
Gold Level:¥2 page ad in the program, 4 tickets to the
performance, VIP pre-party - $500
Silver Level:¥4 page ad in the program, 2 tickets to the
performance, VIP pre-party - $250
Contributor Level:Business card ad in the program,
VIP pre-party - $100
Sponsor LevelMention in the program,
VIP pre-party - $50

How Would You Like to Save $50
Every Time You Buy a Gift?? !l

@

BVCSE has a way for you to do just that!!

We all know that Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, June
graduations, weddings, birthdays (you get the picture) are
always just around the corner. So what do we do? — We
hop in the car and drive down the mountain to find the
nearest shopping mall. Hmmm!! What does that cost us
besides the stress of driving up and down the hill —
probably almost a full tank of gas — which at today’s prices
would be approximately $50!!

BVCSE has a way for you to do your shopping right in
the comfort of your own home — saving you money, while
at the same timmaking moneyfor BVCSE.

As many of you are aware, BVCSE has joined in
association with Amazon.com. Each purchase made
through our web link generates up to 5% of the purchase
price for our center — absolutely no additional cost
Amazon is no longer just books, CDs and DVDs — they
now carry a huge variety of gift ideas — you can order
flowers; purchase jewelry, clothing, shoes, perfume, toys,
and electronics — just to name but a few of the offerings that
you'll find through our link. AND, be still my heartyou
can even shop at Nordstrom through that Amazon.com
link!!!

So the very next time you need to purchase a gift, or a
nice little pick-me-up for yourself, get comfortable and pull
up our website divcse.orgnote our new website name)
and click on “Amazon Fundraiser,” just below Rev. Diane’s
picture, and you'll be well on your way to making your
shopping experiences easier while supporting BVCSE!!




Easter Wouldn't Be Easter Without Lilies!

It was truly a glorious Easter morning in our sanctuary! We were blessed to
7 <~ receive what appeared as a field of lilies — all as a gift from orituspicommunity. ¢ pa—l
Z Thank you to all of you who participated in providing these beautiful lidies t %}@\ﬂ/&
commemorate and honor those precious people who have meant so much in o o 57%:
lives: =N

Phyllis Axton & Jane Hewitt in memory of
Armond & Betty Miller, andMildred Cole-Sadler.

Rev. Diane Borcyckowski in honor of
Charlotte Borcyckowski.

Susan Conley & Fran Fish in honor of
Brooke Alyson Fleishman and Lucky Cash Dagnd our friendRita Yukas and Jesie Moreno.

Sally Cornett in honor of
Amanda, Dillon, Rayvan & Nick- “my blessings — my grandchildren;” and in memoryoéd Cornett

Suzie Curtis & Bob Kopolow in honor of
their Great Aunt Gladdie and their childrenleslie, Matthew, Gisela, & Lahta Spiritand in memory daheir
parents andRobert Jennings Doughtiga spiritual mentor.

| === Carolyn Dawley in honor of her | ===
7}/@5%»’:; children & grandchildren, and in memory dfier parents& Elva Meline. ?gf%»’j

\
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Rob Early in memory oElwynn Ferris.

Judy & Sam Farry in honor of
Phyliss & Nolan Henry and in memory dfarriet & Otis Farry, andBritany McCrobie.

Mitzi Fisher in honor of
Bonnie & David Parmeledor their 729 Anniversary.

Julie Grandi in honor of
her motheiBobbie HunsakerRev. Diane Borcyckowskand in memory oBob Hunsaker.

Pete & Leslie L'Heureux in honor of
their daughter Traceywho they are very proud of; & in memorylLafslie & Minealea Simpson& Violet Robinson.

Barbara Likens in memory of
Margaret Mottieu, Cindy Fuller andlrene Korter.

JoAnn Mark & Marty Lipp in memory dheir parents.
J.C. Mason in memory dflargaret Blin-Singer.

Sandy Morrell-Lucia in memory of her
brotherRobert Ransdellloving son, brother, father, uncle and friend.

Sherry Noone & Sue Klump in memory of
Chris Ballin and Gordon Klump

Paul & Margo Penardi in honor of
their beautiful daughtergkaylinn & Kerri; and in memory of their mothendjllie & Mary Jo.

Jan Sloan & A.J. Fox in honor of
John & Carol Fox; and in memory oAnthony C. Thor & Gloria M. Thor,andFrank J. Sloan,

Nancy Walker in honor dflorma & Joe Walker.
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Ten Reasons for Hope: Evolving Values in the Ea@l§st Century(Part Three)

Recap: Jim Kenney, Executive Director of Inter-religious Engagement ProjgdXierg)believes that
while it may not seem like ours is a time of sweeping positive chamgjeations include Cultural
Evolution (less slavery and patriarchy,) the Waning of the Older Thinking (out with ol®R)sh®f the New
Wave (in with the new,) the Growing Demand for Human Rights (perhaps the biggie df deng0y,)
Women’s Empowerment, Increased Awareness/Concern for the planet, more Dgnidona¥iolent
Conflict Resolution lookin’ better and better, the Global Inter-religious Movement, adaithiag of the
Four Great Modes of Knowing: Art/Spirituality, Culture/Philosophy/Religion, PhySicience and the

Social Sciences.
Culture evolves, as does biology. It usually clengraduallyout the “sea changes” have been:

1. The development of agriculture about 10,000 years ago, which changed most of man faoic teom
agrarian societies. Women became “farmers” rather than “gatherers,” sarptugd be stored and
specialization began.

The rise of the roots of the great religions and Greek philosophy and sciencec¢néusy B.C.E.
The Copernican revolution, the Reformation and the Renaissance unchaned aad challenged the
information monopoly of religion over most aspects of human life.

wnN

There’s always resistance to change (especially big oneg)slngver more than temporarily reversed the
tide. Some (the “culturally confused”) won't see and adapt to change, and others (the “dmsYjinatl sow
fear (e.g. “Fundamentalism”) to hold onto power.

The Two Waves
Old Values “The Crossing”

New Values
The OId Values start on top but lose dominance as the New Values (tlohédsge”) ascend. Where these waves cross
is a time of great turbulence with the waters quite roiled up. Thegsvis@came evident in the 1960s. But is there really
a “sea change” happening today? The two camps (with a couple in the middlemtess) are...

YEASAYERS NAYSAYERS

¢« SCIENCE
Prove It!
LEFT FIELDERS
Don’'t Know, Burned Out Activists

POST MODS

End of History/No More Big Stories
ACTIVES MILITANTS
Fighting the Good Fight Identity and Anger
SEEKERS UNEXAMINED LIFERS
Of Spirituality Complacency and Insularity
CREATIVES BUCCANEERS
Interdependence and Synergy Globalizing Greed
WAVE RIDERS DOMINATORS
Empowerment Power Threatened, Fundamentalism

Writers Commentsl! share most of Jim Kenney's convictions and the “Big Picture Thinking” eagesnind over the
craziness going on both here and abroad. “You can be paralyzed by both despair or optimism,” he chiggdests
that it could go either way-at least in our lifetime, so we better get igahes!
Namaste,
Taras
-5-



What is a Prayer Shawl Ministry?

It is a new community outreach ministry
established in April in Big Bear City and jointly
sponsored by the Bear Valley Center for Spiritual
Enrichment and Yarn Designers Boutique.

What's a Prayer Shawl? Is it something you wear
to pray or meditate? Well, you could, but that’s not the
whole story:

1998, Janet Bristow and Victoria Galo, two
graduates of the 1997 Women's Leadership Institute at
The Hartford Seminary in Hartford, Connecticut gave
birth to a ministry as a result of their experience in a
program of applied Feminist Spirituality under the
direction of Professor Miriam Therese Winter, MMS.
Compassion and the love of knitting/crocheting have
been combined into a prayerful ministry and spiritual
practice which reaches out to those in need of comfort
and solace, as well as in celebration and joy. Many

blessings are prayed into every shawl. We are listed on

Janet’s website avww.shawlministry.coras the Big
Bear City Ministry, one of about 25 California groups.

Whether they are called Prayer Shawls, Comfort
Shawls, Peace Shawls, or Mantles, etc., the shawl
maker begins with prayers and blessings for the
recipient. The intentions are continued throughout the
creation of the shawl. Upon completion, a final
blessing is offered before the shawl is sent on its way.
Some recipients have continued the kindness by
making a shawl and passing it onto someone in need.
Thus, the blessing ripples from person-to-person, with
both the giver and receiver feeling the unconditional
embrace of a sheltering, mothering God!

Shawls may be given to those undergoing medical
procedures; as a comfort after a loss or in times of
stress; during bereavement; or for ceremonies of
commitment and marriage; for birthing or nursing a
baby; for baby or bridal showers; for various rites of
passage; during an illness and recovery; for
graduations, birthdays, anniversaries, ordinations,
holiday gifts; or just socializing...there are endless
possibilities!

The Knitter intentionally prays for the recipient
while knitting. The stitches are in a simple series of 3
stitches, symbolizing the Trinity. Colors with special
meaning may also be chosen. Both the knitter (or
crotchetier) and the recipient are blessed with feeling
the unconditional embrace of God'’s Love.

Prayer, storytelling, guided meditation, time for
prayerful knitting, and social time as well are a part of
each week’s 2-hour meeting at the Yarn Designers
Boutique, 439 W. Big Bear Blvd. in Big Bear City. It is
open to anyone who would like to participate on
Thursday evenings from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. You will be
enriched by the experience. Some of us have prayer

time and work on our shawls at home during the week
but this is not necessary — just a commitment to keep a
shawl going either at home or at our weekly meeting!

A cardis usually enclosed with each shawl,
similar to the following:

“Dear Friend, This shawl symbolizes my prayer of
peace for you in an effort to foster understanding and
acceptance between people of the world regardless of
their ethnicity, religious affiliation or gender. As you
wrap yourself in this shawl, may God comfort and
enfold you with hope, joy, peace, and love; and may
many blessings flow from us to the world.”

"Shawls ... made for centuries universal and
embracing,
symbolic of an inclusive, unconditionally loving, God.
They wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, give solace,
mother, hug, shelter and beautify.
Those who have received these shawls have been
uplifted and affirmed, as if given wings to
fly above their troubles...”

A scrapbook to document all of our activities is
growing already!

Our first shawl was presented to Bobbie Hunsaker,
our Angel of the Month, on April 2, 2006. This was a
wonderful experience for all involved. As our shawl
ministry progresses, the perfect recipients will be
found.

If you know someone special you would like to
receive a shawl, you can join us and we’ll teach you
how to do it or you can make a contribution of at least
$25 for the making of the shawl. We are also accept-
ing contributions for our shawl making materials fund
to enable the ministry to continue when a sponsor is
not available. Let us know if there is someone you
believe would appreciate this gift of love and we’ll do
the rest!

If you have any questions, please feel free to call
Gena Hester, prayer shawl ministry coordinator, at
584-9715. Your unique participation will be
appreciated by all!




Meet our Sponsors

ADVERTISE!

Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you proddevant to support youlYou are
invited to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches overdpl) Please provide camera ready
art and a check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the June issuelf' Ma

Questions? Call 909-584-2040




Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment
A Religious Science Community
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315

Sunday Service Masonic Lodge
Address: 385 Summit Boulevard
Time: 11:00 a.m.

Church Offices:
502 W. Big Bear Blvd.
Big Bear City, CA 92314

Phone: 909-584-2040
Fax: 909-584-2040

You can email at:
bvcse@earthlink.net

Visit our website at:
www.bvcse.org

This newsletter is loesent to someone who is loved and respected.




