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Sunday Services, 11:00 a.m.,  385 Summit Boulevard, Big Bear Lake, CA 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
909-584-2040,  Email:  bvcse@earthlink.net.  Website: www.bvcrs.org  

 
 

A Very Special Musical 
Easter Service 

 
 For those of you who were unable to 

attend our Easter Service on March 27th, you 
missed a wonderful experience!  Our music 
director, Nancy Walker, wrote the service 
that High Spirits performed.  The sanctuary 
was beautifully decorated with Easter Lilies.  
The service was mostly music, with the 
theme being “Rise Up O’ My Soul”, the 
resurrecting of our spirit within.  High 
Spirits opened the service by entering the 
sanctuary from the back of the room, 
singing “Rise Up O My Soul”.  Other 
favorites performed were “Pour Yourself In 
Me”, “There Is Just One Mind”, “Thank 
You Mother Father God” and “I Am the 
Rock”.  A new song, “We Let It Be” was a 
big hit, with the congregation joining in at 
the end.  We look forward to even more 
music in the future from our wonderful 
musicians! 

And there’s more to come…  Please join us in May 
for these wonderful and gifted speakers:  
 
May 1 -  Rev. Dr. Marlene Bricker will speak on 
“Living In the World and Loving It,” workshop to 
follow at 1:00; and Birthday Sunday 
 
May 8 - John Grandi & Art Harriman will present a 
special Mother’s Day program, “A Tribute to 
Mothers”, and Soul Food Sunday 
 
May 15 -  Rev. Diane Borcyckowski (Candidate) 
whose talk is entitled “All is Well, All the Time;” and 
Meet to Eat Sunday at China Town Buffet 
 
May 22 - Rev. Michael Kearney will speak on “The 
Work of the Imagination;” and Potluck Sunday 
 
May 29 - Suz Ogden will entertain us with “Loosers 
Limp.” 
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Inspiration of Spirit 
  

This month we are offering the third in a series of 
descriptions of the Mandalas depicted in the wall 
hanging that hangs in our sanctuary.  This wall hanging 
was designed and created through the gifted inspiration 
of our own Lana Tice.  Lana has been sharing her vast 
knowledge of the background of each of these 
beautiful symbols.  We are so grateful for Lana and to 
be able to share this information with each of you. 

 
Hinduism 

By Lana Tice 
 
 

Hinduism is regarded as the world’s oldest 
organized religion. Yet it does not have one central 
religious organization, but consists of thousands of 
different religious groups that evolved in India 5000 
years ago.  There are several sacred texts in the Hindu 
religion: 

 
1. The Bhagavad Gita is actually the 6th book of the 

Mahabharata.  Translated it means: The Song of 
God. It is a poem describing a conversation 
between the warrior Arjuna and the God Krishna. 

2. The Vedas were written down about 600 BCE.  
These are hymns, incantations, and rituals from 
ancient India. 

3. Upanishads-- a continuation of Vedic philosophy 
that elaborates on how the soul can be united with 
ultimate truth through contemplation and 
meditation and speaks to the principle of Karma or 
the cumulative effects of a person’s actions. 

4. Other texts are Ramayana, Brahmanas, Sutras, 
Puranas and Aranyakas. 
 
Hindus recognize a supreme God or principle, 

Brahman, that says, “All reality is unity.” This 
supreme deity is both imminent and transcendent, both 

creator and unmanifest reality. Hindus also recognize 
other gods and goddesses as facets, forms and aspects 
of the supreme. Vishnu or Krishna is the Preserver of 
all new creations. Whenever Dharma- the eternal 
order- is threatened, Vishnu travels from heaven to 
earth in one of ten incarnations. Shiva is the destroyer. 
She can be compassionate, erotic, and destructive. 
These three are often thought of as a trinity in the 
Hindu faith explaining the belief that the universe 
undergoes endless cycles of creation, preservation, and 
dissolution. 

Hinduism believes in Karma, the law of cause and 
effect. An individual creates his own destiny by his 
thoughts, words and deeds. It is believed that we go 
through incarnations or transmigration of the soul until 
all karmas have been resolved and then moksha 
(spiritual knowledge and liberation from the cycle of 
rebirth) is attained. Not a single soul will be eternally 
deprived of this destiny. 

Hindus believe that divine beings exist in unseen 
worlds and that temple worship, rituals, sacraments as 
well as personal devotions create a communion with 
these gods. 

To know the Transcendent Absolute, one must 
work with a spiritually awakened master as well as 
working on personal discipline, good conduct, 
purification, pilgrimage, self-inquiry and meditation. 
All life is sacred and the practice of non-injury is 
essential. Hinduism has a reputation of being highly 
tolerant of other religions. They believe that no 
particular religion teaches the only way to salvation 
above all others, but that all genuine religious paths are 
facets of God’s pure Love and Light deserving 
tolerance and understanding. They have a saying, “The 
Truth is One”, but different Sages call it by different 
Names.”  

I chose to depict the Sri Yantra as the symbol for 
Hinduism. Yantras are geometric mandalas with roots 
in the mystic symbolism of ancient Vedic culture. The 
Hindus have used the Sri Yantra in meditation for 
thousands of years. The upward pointing triangles 
represent the masculine becoming one with the 
downward pointing triangles symbolizing the feminine.  
From the Upanishads comes a metaphor- the spider’s 
threads emanate from a central point, connect, and 
converge back to the center- just as life flows from a 
single point of creation to all things, and then returns to 
the creator.  The Om symbols around the Sri Yantra 
indicate the mantra sound used in meditation believed 
to be the pure sound of consciousness. 

Notes from The Mind Shop 
If you would like to learn more about Hinduism, 

please contact Lana Tice, our bookstore manager, and 
she can direct you to more information and books on 
the topic.  
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WHY and HOW We Tithe 

 
Did you know that our church practices the 

spiritual principle of Tithing, which engages the Law 
of Increase?  When we tithe, we understand that the 
first 10% of all income received belongs to God, and 
therefore must go back out into the world.  Tithing asks 
that one gives back to where he/she perceives to have 
received spiritual good, or where the work of God is 
perceived as beneficial.  When we engage the Law of 
Increase through tithing, it opens us up to receive more 
good, which allows us to give more back, on God’s 
behalf, and the circle and cycle of giving and receiving 
grows and grows. 

It is impossible to out-give God, but it is possible 
to stop the flow of goodness through fear.  Prove this 
principle to yourself – become a Tither-In-Training.  
Pick a percentage, like 5% of all income 
received, and without fail, give this 
amount back to God.  Soon you will 
understand that your well will never run 
dry, and that the more you tithe, the 
more will come back to you, blessed and 
multiplied. 

“God is my instant, constant, abundant source of 
supply”  Dr. Roger Teel, MileHi Church 
 

Meet the Newest Members of 
the Halo Club!!! 

 

 Our Halo Club members for 
                April are:   

 
Suzy Carpenter, Paul Penardi,  
Taras Stratelak, Cindy Venuto, 

 

To quote from Random Acts of Kindness: 
 

 Join the kindness revolution.  Imagine what would 
happen if there were an outbreak of kindness in the 
world, if everybody did one kind thing on a daily basis. 

 

Random Acts of kindness are those little sweet or 
grand lovely things we do for no reason except that, 
momentarily, the best of our humanity has sprung, 
exquisitely, into full bloom. 

 

To become the perpetrator of random acts of 
kindness, then, is to become in some sense an angel.  
For it means you have moved beyond the limits of your 
daily human condition to touch wings with the divine. 

 
 

News Flashes From the Children’s Church! 
 
    The Children's Church activities have been keeping 
our young members occupied each Sunday morning by 
teaching them about their spiritual nature, with an 
opening prayer followed by a question and answer 
period related to the message of the week.  Subjects 
include happiness, angels, peace, spirit, responsibility, 
honesty, friendship, etc.  Sometimes they listen intently 
to short stories from new thought children's books, 
such as "The Little Soul and the Sun,"  "Positively 
Mother Goose," "Aesop's Fables," or excerpts from 
"The Book of Virtues."  They have a small snack and a 
hot drink (cocoa, cider or herbal tea) on chilly 
mornings.  

Soon the play time begins and they make soap 
bubbles, blow up balloons, toss rings onto a stick, fill 
in coloring pages, assemble puzzles, find hidden 
pictures in drawings or list all the items in a picture 
that start with the same letter.  Other times they watch 
a DVD on a portable player that Amber Carpenter 
shares with the group.  Sometimes they bowl with 
stacked cups and a tennis ball.  Several new 
thought/positive attitude CDs play in the background, 
or for singing along.  Last week, my daughter and 
helper, Devon, brought pieces of a computer for the 
children to take apart and study.   
     During play times, emphasis is made on fairness, 
sharing, taking turns, helping each other or having 
teams, with lots of feedback on positive thinking (and 
speaking), and kindness toward each other.  The 
children participate in the clean up at the end of the 
time together to help them learn responsibility and 
appreciation for the space.   
    There is a new, portable crib for infants.  There are 
several toys appropriate for both toddlers and 
adolescents.  There are board games for the older 
children to play.  Colored papers, glue and children's 
scissors allow for craft activities.   Soon it's time to join 
the circle with their families for the Peace song at the 
end of the service. 
     Volunteers are needed to assist once a month.  He 
or she will be given a CD of the missed service to 
listen to at home or in the car.  Kerri Penardi has had to 
leave her role as child care provider for other 
responsibilities in her life.  She was very supportive, 
consistent and demonstrated a wonderful, peaceful 
nature.    

To schedule a play date with the children, please 
call Marlene Cote' at 866-6057 and offer your 
assistance. 
  

 
Whether you believe you can do a thing, or believe you can't, 

you are right.    
Henry Ford 
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A Course in Miracles 

�
Recently, the one-year long class on A Course in 

Miracles was completed.  Beginning on February 8, 
2004, the class met for 52 weeks and explored this 
illuminating course.  It was quite a commitment 
attending class each week and doing daily readings, 
and although 23 people started this journey, only 4 
“stayed the Course”.   

The meetings were held at the home of Bob 
Kopolow and Suzie Curtis, with Gena Hester and Lana 
Tice stepping in when the weather made it difficult to 
negotiate the route up Sheephorn.  Diane Burkinshaw 
and Bob Kopolow, both previous graduates of the 
Course, lovingly and dedicatedly facilitated throughout 
the year.   

It is a usual phenomenon that the attrition rate is 
high when so much is asked of the student.  However, 
as the graduates will tell you, the benefits far outweigh 
the effort.  It is truly life-altering.  One student  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diane Burkinshaw, Bob Kopolow & Lana Tice 
 

managed to attend all but two classes over the course 
of the year.  Lana Tice, shown here accepting her 
graduation certificate, gets Student of the Year! 

The classes which began and ended with 
meditation, centered around the practical application of 
the Course material in our lives and many miracles 
were experienced by the students.  Our church also 
received 100% of the class fees plus a donation that 
totaled $500.  A Course in Miracles, studied in many 
New Thought churches and by individuals world-wide, 
is a perfect companion on the path for the seeker in 
Religious Science.  For more information, please go to 
ACIM.org. 

�
You, alone, are enough. 

Maya Angelou 

Our Newest Members 
 

�
Front row: Peggy Sanders, Jennie Boyington, Susan 

Brenner. 
Back row:  Bill Hazewinkle & Tadas Stratelak 

Not shown:  Bill Jessee 
 
In April, our church was blessed by the addition of 

six new members, Susan Brenner, Jennie Boyington, 
Bill Hazewinkel, Bill Jessee, Peggy Sanders, Taras 
Stratelak, and we know that their commitment to the 
unfolding of Spirit in their lives, as shown by their 
seeking membership, will also be a great blessing to 
each of them.  During service, Board members 
presented them with gifts of soapstone boxes, each 
inlaid with spiritual symbols.  Our new members were 
told that their gifts were like their hearts and their 
church:  something in which to hold blessings.  
Welcome to all of you!�
 
 

Your Practitioners 
 

These loving souls are available to help you with 
any challenges you might be facing: 

Carolyn Dawley – 585-5350 
Margaret Westling – 585-7954 

Sally Cornett – 936-5284 or 866-3456 
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An Intelligent Universe  
Created by a Loving Power 

Meditation by Carolyn Dawley, RScP. 
 

This is an Intelligent Universe created by a Loving 
Power. The evidence is in nature, science, and in every 
face I see. The Presence is always nearer than breath 
itself. All Life is a reflection of its magnificence. 

 Knowing I am a part of the One Life which is 
God's Life, I open to awareness and acceptance of the 
Good that is God...flowing easily through my every 
experience. God as Spirit is All in All. There can be 
nothing else. Knowing this Truth releases me from any 
negativity, and allows the doors of a perfect, whole and 
complete expression to enter my experience now.   

I accept for the BVCRS/CSE that we serve our 
Spiritual community in Love and integrity. I accept we 
feed the Spiritual hunger of all who are attracted to our 
center.  I accept we grow and thrive as we attract the 
perfect people into our experience who enhance our 
ability to be "The Mind of God knowing"  "The heart 
of God loving" and "The hands of God serving."  I 
accept the perfect facility to achieve our service  as 
God would have us do. This facility is beautiful and 
meets all needs. The people who enter are welcome 
and loved.   

Knowing the creative 
Mind of God always responds 
I release my word unto the 
Mind and Soul of God's Spirit 
with gratitude and 
thanksgiving and complete 
confidence knowing that it is 
already so. And so it is. 

 
Those who realize the Self are always satisfied.  

Having found the source of joy and fulfillment, they no 
longer seek happiness from the external world.  They 
have nothing to gain or lose by any action; neither 
people nor things can affect their security 

 
 

It is not a question of failing or succeeding.  It is 
simply a question of sticking to an idea until it 

becomes a tangible reality. 
 
 

Ernest Holmes 
The Science of Mind 

 
 

Treatment for Prosperity  

 
By Dr. Raymond Charles Barker  

 
I now subconsciously accept this treatment.  There 

is only one Creative Cause, God.  There is only one 
Mind, God.  There is only one Life, God.  There is 
only one Substance, God.  This present universe is the 
Glory of God.  It is a moving, flexible, fluidic creation.  
It is alive with the Life, the Abundance, and the 
Richness of God.  I abide in prosperity.  Mind created 
me in order that it might act through me.  Therefore, I 
am receptive to its abundance.  I am receptive to its 
circulation in my life in the form of money.   

Money is God’s idea of circulation in my world of 
finance.  I accept this idea completely.  I appreciate 
this idea; I like it.  Money being God in Action, is 
absolute good, it is wholesome.  It is a blessing to man, 
and I am prospered with it.  I have no fear of lack for I 
believe that I have plenty of money.   

It is God’s Activity in my world.  It is God’s 
Activity in my bank account.  It is God’s Activity in 
my investments.  It is God’s Activity in everything to 
which I lay my hands.  This money is flowing, this 
money is free.  I do not attempt to lock it up.  I do not 
put a fence around it.  It is God’s money, I let it flow 
in. I let it flow out.   

As I release it, I know that it comes back to me, 
pressed down, shaken together and running over.  “The 
Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.”  I am now free 
in money.  I rejoice in it.  I appreciate it, and I thank 
God for it.  I have money forevermore.  And so it is!! 

______________________________________ 
 

Mailing List Postcards 
  

It has come to the Board’s attention that there may 
have been some confusion over those little green 
postcards that went out in last month’s newsletter.  Our 
goal was to update our mailing list while keeping 
everyone in touch that wanted to be.  If you want to 
remain on our list, the postcard should have been 
returned to us.  Many have 
been, but in case you forgot, 
please contact our office 
with your current 
information at (909) 584-
2040.  We will also have 
some postcards that you can fill out 
and turn in at church.  We have maintained the current 
mailing for one more month so as not to leave anyone 
out that wants to stay tuned. 
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Quick Start Workshop 
 

On March 19th our gifted practitioners, Carolyn 
Dawley and Margaret Westling, conducted a one day 
Quick Start Workshop to a capacity group!  This 
workshop was an overview of the principles of 
Religious Science and New Thought philosophy.  The 
class was well received by all and the general 
consensus is WE WANT MORE!!  Thank you Carolyn 
and Margaret for whetting our appetites! 
 
 

May Birthdays 
 

 
Jennie Boyington 
Susan Brockert 
Vie Castleberg 

Rev. John Poleski 
Chris Powell 

Calvin Pramann 
Tom Raphael 
Ti Summers 
Lisa Walker 

Karen Wilmarth 
 

Come celebrate our May birthdays on May 1st ! 
 

ADVERTISE!  Let your spiritual community 
know about the services and products you provide.  We 
want to support you!  You are invited to advertise your 
business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches over 
300 people.  Please provide camera ready art and a 
check for $25 to the church office (or any Board 
member) for the June issue by May 15th.  Questions?  
Call 909-584-2040" 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 
May 1st – Birthday Sunday is the first Sunday of each 
month.  Bring your friends and shine your birthday 
light!    
May 8th – Soul Food Sunday is the second Sunday of 
the month, High Spirits provides our yummy treats 
after service for a love donation, which supports their 
vision and mission of music ministry. 
May 15th – Meet to Eat Sunday . We will all meet at 
the China Town Buffet, 40989 Big Bear Blvd,  This 
has been a really fun experience to share fellowship 
and food with each other.  Come and join us! 

May 22nd  – Potluck Sunday/Giveaway Sunday 
 

Your Board of Trustees 
Suzie Curtis, President (584-7747) 

Carolyn Dawley, Vice President (585-5350) 
Leslie L’Heureux, Secretary (585-9862) 

Gena Hester, Treasurer (585-4410) 
Francine Fish, Member (584-7508) 
Jerry Strain, Member (585-6372) 

 
Board Members L-R 

Gena Hester, Fran Fish, Carolyn Dawley,  
Suzie Curtis, Leslie L’Heureux 

Not pictured, Jerry Strain 
 
 

Tax Deduction Opportunity 

 
Well, tax time is behind us all for now and we are 

ready to start a new prosperous cycle!  Don’t forget 
that your tithes are tax deductible – you will receive a 
letter from BVCRS at year-end setting out your 
donation for the year.  Don’t let this deduction 
opportunity pass you by – you can even 
make your donation by credit 
card.  What could be easier!  Forms are 
available at the bookstore table.  We 
are a tithing church – which 
means we donate 10% of our proceeds to others  -- 
those from whom we receive our spiritual sustenance -- 
such as songwriters, special people who treat for our 
church and spiritual community, along with those 
people who serve our church and make all this happen 
on Sundays, just to name a few.  Please recognize that 
it takes your donations to keep us thriving, healthy and 
in integrity with the Universe.  Don’t miss the 
opportunity to start planning for your tax deductions 
for 2006! 
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This newsletter is being sent to someone who is loved and respected. 
 

Bear Valley Church of Religious Science 
Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
 

Sunday Service:  Masonic Lodge 
Address:  385 Summit Boulevard 
Time:  11:00 a.m. 
 

Church Offices: 
502 W. Big Bear Blvd. 
Big Bear City, CA 92314 
 

Phone:  909-584-2040 
Fax:      909-584-2040 
 

You can email at: 
bvcse@earthlink.net 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.bvcrs.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Grandi and Art Harriman 

Present 
 

“A Tribute to Mothers” 
 

Sunday, May 8th, 11:00 service 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Join these popular Big Bear personalities as Art & John bring their special message for Mother’s Day. 
 
 

Other great speakers this month include:  Rev. Dr. Marlene Bricker, Rev. Diane Borcyckowski (Candidate), 
Rev. Michael Kearney, and Suz Ogden 


