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Sunday Services, 5:00 p.m.  42324 North Shore Drive, Big Bear Lake  

(St. Columba’s Episcopal Church on North Shore Drive, ¼ mile east of Stanfield Cutoff)
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
909-584-2040, Email:  bvcse@earthlink.net.  Website: www.bvcse.org
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Rev. Diane Borcyckowski 

I can’t thank you all enough for your loving support 
of me during the time I was dealing with the final days 
and eventual transition of my mother.  I received so 
many beautiful condolence cards, emails, phone calls, 
help, food and gifts – it was amazing. 

The loss of my parent, even though I’m about to 
enter the youngest side of my “senior years” is a life 
changing experience. Many interesting revelations have 
come through as a result of her earthly absence.  The 
most interesting so far is to notice how many things I 
have chosen to do and chosen not to do because I had 
my parents’ potential response in mind. This is not say I 
always chose the direction they would have most 
appreciated, but I did choose what would please them or 
give them peace, most often. 

I do not regret any of my life path decisions but it 
interests me to see how much mental freedom I suddenly 
have to make choices for the future, not to mention more 
financial freedom, thanks to my coupon clipping mom 
and my hard working dad.  

Mental freedom is infinite and always available, but 
we each put the borders and boundaries around our 
potential, our possibilities and ultimately our lives.  It is 
true that whenever we say “yes” to one thing – in the 
same moment we are saying “no” to something else.  
And the opposite is true – when we say “no” to 
something – the flip side of “yes” manifests itself.   

As we go through life, we either expand our 
boundaries or we let them close us in.  The good news is 
that there is no force or power, influence or earthly 
circumstance that can keep us bound. Only our beliefs in 
limitation makes it appear we cannot change or expand.  

I often heard my mom remark to me and to others, 
often in my presence, “Diane can do whatever she puts 
her mind to”.  What a great prophecy – what a great 
affirmation!  The more I heard this statement, the more I 
felt I could prove it to be true.  

Thank you, Mama– for so many things. Your borders 
and boundaries have been eliminated and I know you 

are soaring in pure Freedom and Peace. 

May all of you soar and enjoy the Freedom and 
Peace available in your earthly lives. 

In Love & Peace, 
�����������������������	����	����	����	�� ���
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Picture taken Christmas, 1998 

CHARLOTTE OLIVE BORCYCKOWSKI 
July 27, 1921 – May 1, 2008 
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Please join us in June 

June 2008 Theme –  
From Surviving to Striving to Thriving 

Many of us spent what seemed to be a lifetime just 
trying to survive.  At some point in our journey of 
unfoldment, we may have moved into the place of 
striving -- striving to make our lives turn out the way we 
wanted.  And many of us have been successful with that 
mode of operation.  But there is yet another way to be 
and that is to thrive.   During this month, we will explore 
what it means to move out of the place of merely 
surviving to releasing the struggle of striving and then to 
being in the sweet space of thriving – knowing that 
when we thrive we are in the space of Pure Potentiality 
and Creativity in which Spirit meant for us to be!  Each 
Sunday will build on the previous, so don’t miss a single 
one.  And, those attend every Sunday of this series will 
receive a special gift on the last Sunday of the month.   

June 1st Are You Surviving, Striving or Thriving? 
In this service, we will define what it means 
to survive, what it means to strive and what 
it means to thrive by exploring concepts 
from the “Why Me, By Me, Through Me, 
As Me” model as well as from other models 
of consciousness. 

June 7th  Uncovering Your Striving Strategies
Once we move into the “striving mode,” we 
develop personal ways of being to be 
successful in the world.  They become who 
we are and, up to a point, they can be very 
effective.  But, those strategies will not take 
us to the place of thriving.  This Sunday, we 
will investigate what those strategies might 
look like. 

June 14th  The Last Word on Surrender
Before we can begin to thrive, we must 
release any notion of should be, ought to be, 
what is right and what is wrong, realizing 
that, once we have done all we know to do, 
the outcome is not in our hands – life will 
simply turn out the way it turns out.  This is 
the ultimate definition of surrender, which 
can lead to complete freedom! 

June 21st Are You Willing to Accept the Impossible? 
Once we experience the freedom of true 
surrender, we are ready to move into the 
place of willingness to create that which 
previously seemed impossible.  Are you 
willing to accept that the impossible just 
might be possible?  

June 28th  Thriving Into Your Future 
We are meant to thrive.  We are meant to be
our impossible dream.  We are meant to be 
miracle workers.  This Sunday closes our 
series with a powerful opportunity to thrive 
into your future.    

Message from the Board

As I continue to give 
my best efforts to help 
manage, support and 
promote our Center for 
Spiritual Enrichment, I 
want you each to know I 
am personally blessed by 
the abundance of Love, 
Joy and Peaceful Energy 
in our community.   

We are blessed to have a wonderful Board of 
Trustees who each reaffirmed their willingness to be 
involved in our common purpose of being the minds of 
God working through our Center business, the hearts of 
God loving and the hands of God serving to support and 
promote BVCSE.  We gather as your board of trustees 
once a month - every 4th Thursday to manage the 
business our Spiritual Community.  We are connected 
through that great electronic highway so we are able to 
conduct some of our business in between our face-to-
face meetings via e-mail.   

As your governing board, we are always open to you
- your suggestions, comments and concerns.  We do our 
best to conduct business with the purest sense of 
integrity and joy.   

During the winter when the weather caused us to 
cancel some of our Sunday services, we lost some of our 
income.  As you know, having the opportunity to share 
our own abundance is what keeps the lights on, coffee 
made and our wonderful Minister Diane employed.  I 
ask each of you to look again at your monetary 
contributions and consider an additional “divine gift” so 
that we can together keep our cash flow flowing.   

Earlier this year, we began for the first time, a 
pledge drive.  Thank you to each of you who has 
returned your pledge form which helps us plan and 
manage our Spiritual business.  While we have had a 
good response, we would like to encourage everyone 
else, who has not yet turned in their form, to help us 
manage the business of our church by giving us at least a 
general idea of what you anticipate your annual 
contributions will be.  As we each are dealing with the 
increase in the cost of our daily living expenses, so are 
we dealing with the daily increase in cost of doing our 
Spiritual Center’s business.  We trust that there is always
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enough provided by Divine Energy throughout our 
Universe.   

I want share the following affirmation from the 
“UCSL Daily Affirmation” for May 22, 2008 submitted 
by Rev. Dr. Margaret Stortz: 

God is my true life.  It cannot be otherwise.  God 
leads me; God trails me; God holds me in the arms of 

spiritual love.  I do not take on any false senses of 
responsibility for other people’s choices and 

experiences.  Instead, I love and support others as they 
live their own lives. 
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Board President 

Practitioner’s Corner  

This time of year as I 
tend my flower and herb 
gardens I am reminded that 
life is very much like a 
garden. In my garden of life, 
I plant seeds of thoughts and 
beliefs and feelings. Instead 
of earth and fertilizer, my 
thoughts and desires are 
sewn into the creative 

medium in which I live and have my being. 
“The term Eden is sometimes used to symbolize the 

Garden of the Soul where we do our work in the creative 
soil of Mind to produce the perfect blossoms of 
perfected being.” …Ernest Holmes. 

In my backyard garden I sometimes find dandelions 
and other weeds that seem to sprout up overnight. I’ve 
learned to carefully remove the little invaders by getting 
to the root at the center and deep beneath the undesirable 
plant. 

In my garden of life I’ve experienced times where, 
before I realized it, weed-like ideas such as 
disagreement, hurt, anger, lack, or loss crept into my 
garden. Like the gardens around my house, my thoughts 
need to be managed and maintained. When something 
ugly begins to show up, I now know it can be changed. I 
can dig into my consciousness and find my truth, my 
wholeness, whenever I choose. 

In the very instant I turn within and recognize the 
Presence, a calm prevails, I breathe deeper. Whatever 
was troubling me fades away. God’s Presence leaves no 
room for anything but love, peace and harmony. In this 
space I am made stronger. I am renewed and refreshed. 
When I return to the “now”, I bring with me all the tools 
of understanding, patience, and guidance that I’ll need to 
restore the beauty I wish to cultivate in my garden. I 

direct my energy to create whatever is resolution. 
Harmony, and ultimately peace, is restored and the 
amazing realization comes forth that the healing I’m 
experiencing came from within me! It is I who stepped 
on to the muddy path and it is I who can bring myself 
back to alignment with all that is right and good. 

This summer as you tend your gardens, allow some 
time to remind yourself of your truth and cultivate the 
beauty in your life. May the summer sun warm your 
shoulders as the blessings of Spirit pour into your life.  

It is so and so it is. 
���������
�
��	����
������	���������

�

Your Practitioners

Carolyn Dawley  
888-584-2040 

Sally Cornett
936-5284 or 866-3456 

�

These loving souls are available to support you in 
prayer for any challenges you might be facing. 

�

Your Church Board 

Officers

Judy Farry, President   584-1525 
Bobbie Egelund, Vice President   547-8404 
Suzanne Klump, Secretary   338-9362 
Bradley Winch, Treasurer  866-5960 

Members at Large
Julie Grandi    585-6528 
Leslie L’Heureux   585-9862 
JoAnn Mark    584-7332 
Sherry McDaniel   866-4028 
Rev. Diane Borcyckowski   

Home Office:   866-4603 
             Cell:     831-7370 

June Birthdays 

Misty Rowe 6/4 Bill Hazewinkel 6/5 
Pete L'Heureux 6/9 Margo Stewart 6/15 
Bradley Winch 6/17 Marla Henrich 6/18 

Phyllis Axton 6/25 
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April Financials
Collections    $ 6,015  
Other income   $ 2,383 
Total Income   $ 8,398 

Expenses              ($ 7,592) 
Net income               $   806

                    
            

We wish to keep our Community advised of our Church's 
financial picture and to thank you for your generous 

support 

Bake Sale 

There are times when music makes us cry…it 
touches a place in us that mere words alone can’t always 
reach.  It can change our lives, our direction, and deepen 
our spiritual path.  I have come to realize that it is one of 
my purposes on this planet, to share my gifts with you 
through music that inspires and uplifts us.  Therefore, 
“Thank you” doesn’t express enough of my gratitude for 
all the hard work of everyone in High Spirits for creating 
the fabulous baked goodies we auctioned off May 4th!  

 Our deepest gratitude goes out to all of those who 
stepped up to purchase those delectable offerings.  With 
a fairly small congregation, we raised $915 towards our 
tuition for High Spirits to attend the Agape Music & 
Arts Symposium in September.  We so appreciate your 
support and love and can’t wait to report back to you 
how your generosity translates into new music, and 
newly inspired musicians! 
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                      Agape – Here We Come

Carolyn Dawley Makes a Difference 

Anyone who 
is reading this 
article is very 
aware of the 
presence of our
angel, Carolyn 
Dawley, one who 
constantly strives 
to be a blessing 
to loved ones and 
strangers alike. 
She is a gift to us 
all and often the 
glue that holds us 
together when the 

cracks show up in every day life.  We know her, we 
value, respect and love her, and recently the greater 
family of our valley has publicly recognized the blessing 
that is our Carolyn. 

On May 15th, at their annual “Making a Difference 
for Women” award luncheon, Soroptimist International 
of Big Bear Valley awarded their 2008 “Women Helping 
Women” award to Carolyn.  The beautiful award was 
given in recognition of the 22 years of dedicated service 
that she has given to DOVES (Domestic Violence 
Education and Services).  Carolyn was introduced to the 
mission of DOVES when she moved to Big Bear and has 
been serving them with dedication ever since from 
working the “hot line”, to raising funds (shamelessly), to 
working all kinds of events and serving for more than 10 
years as a board member! 

In her acceptance speech, Carolyn said, “It takes an 
entire community to support and bring a family out of 
despair, to restore sanity and mend the little souls whose 
spirit and esteem have been injured in an atmosphere of 
anger and violent behavior.  We have learned that if we 
don’t do our work now, these little victims often grow 
up only to continue the cycle of violence in a new 
generation. This is why DOVES is extending its 
education and services into our schools and into our faith 
communities and anywhere else where we might spread
some peace.” 

We were all honored as Carolyn continued to say, 
“My church community believes strongly that we are all 
connected in this thing called life.  Anything that occurs 
affects all of us.  Knowing this, you will find my church 
family serving and working at every level in the Big 
Bear community.  My spiritual family, the beliefs we 
share and the peace we understand have supported my 
passion and inspired any contribution I have made to this 
community.”        

Keep on shining your light, Carolyn,  
we are so proud of you! 
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How You, through your Church, are part of the Circle of Sharing! 

Did you know that Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment (“BVCSE”) is a tithing spiritual community?  Each 
month 10% of our monthly collections -- your donations -- are tithed to some individual, local, national or international 
organization to be used for the betterment of mankind and the environment.   

JoAnn Mark and Leslie L’Heureux are serving as the current “Tithe Committee” on your Board of Trustees.  Each 
month they research and report to the Board their recommendations.  Your Board has recently decided to keep our tithes, 
at least for the remainder of this calendar year, within our local community.  Your Board is making a standing donation 
each month of $70 to DOVES and $50 to our local Bear Valley Community Hospital.  We would also like to report that 
for the first quarter of 2008, BVCSE has also tithed to the following: 

1. Bear Valley Habitat for Humanity:  Through volunteer labor and donations of money and materials, Habitat 
builds and rehabilitates simple, decent houses with the help of the homeowner (partner) families. Habitat houses are sold 
to partner families at no profit and financed with affordable loans.  Habitat is not a giveaway program. In addition to a 
down payment and the monthly mortgage payments, homeowners invest hundreds of hours of their own labor -- "sweat 
equity" -- into building their Habitat house and the houses of others; 

2. Heifer International:  Heifer International is a nonprofit charitable organization that supplies animals to places in 
the world where the culture depends on them.  These gifts keep on giving.  As people share their animals’ offspring with 
others -- along with their knowledge, resources and skills -- an expanding network of hope, dignity, and self-reliance is 
created that reaches around the globe.  Heifer’s mission is a dedication to relieve global hunger and poverty through self-
reliance and sustainability;  

3. Kiva.Org:  Kiva’s mission is to connect people through lending for the sake of alleviating poverty.  It is the first 
person-to-person micro-lending website, empowering individuals to lend directly to unique entrepreneurs in the 
developing world.  This is not a give-away program -- it is a loan to a specific person to start up their own business and 
then to repay the loan.  Through this endeavor an individual makes great strides towards economic independence and 
improves life for themselves, their families, and their communities.  When this loan is repaid, it can be re-lent to another 
to keep the flow of economic success in motion; 

4. M.O.M. Project:  “The Mothers on Mountains Project” is run through Bear Valley Community Hospital and First 
Five San Bernardino.  The Project is a full spectrum parenting education program providing parenting education and 
community resources.  Their philosophy is that parent education is vital to family preservation, enrichment, child 
development, and prevention of child abuse and neglect; 

5. MS Walk:  A tithe was made to our local MS Walk (“Holly’s Walkers”) to benefit the Multiple Sclerosis Society.  
The MS Society is dedicated to moving all of us towards a world free of MS.  They fund research into effective MS 
therapies and help people with MS to live powerful, meaningful lives;  

6. Paul Penardi:  Yes, BVCSE made a tithe to our very own beloved Paul Penardi.  This was just a small token of 
our appreciation for his loyalty and dedication to our spiritual community.  Paul lovingly plays drums for our Sunday 
services, sets up our music and sound equipment, and transports all his equipment to weekly choir practices and other 
BVCSE events.  Paul is our priceless angel who we are very blessed to have in our midst; and 

7. Smile Train:  Unlike many charities that do many different things, Smile Train is focused on solving a single 
problem:  cleft lip and palate.  Clefts are a major problem in developing countries where there are millions of children 
who suffer from unrepaired clefts -- most cannot eat or speak properly, aren’t allowed to attend school or hold a job, and 
face very difficult lives filled with heartache and isolation.  The Smile Train provides surgeries for cleft lip and palate for 
as little as $250 per operation -- 100% of donations are used for this program. 

One of the main principles of Religious Science is that we know that giving and receiving are the same thing.  There 
is a source for everything in the Universe -- and we know that source is God.  In order to remain in that flow of 
circulation, we give from the good we receive from all of you.  We KNOW that there is no shortage or lack of anything…. 
have you counted the blades of grass in a meadow, the grains of sand on a beach, or the drops of water in the ocean?  We 
live in an abundant Universe.  We know that through each of you, God is our source .  . . . and there is always plenty to 
share and plenty to spare. 

To paraphrase the Master Teacher Jesus, as we give, we shall receive.  Join BVCSE in your personal experience and 
stay in the flow of circulation. 

Namaste’ -- Your Tithe Committee 
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The Tao of Water 

Snowflakes gently falling,  
each one its own unique person. 

Touching the lake. 
Snowflakes, quietly joining the still, calm peace  

that is the lake. 

The lake – abundance of water 
Forms of ice and water droplets 

Visible beauty. 

Timeless ice, life giving water. 
The snowflakes imprint on the ice, 

Join with the water and become part of the whole. 

The stream dances happily through the snow. 
Water skipping through rocks, 

Singing with joy. 
Breathing love. 

Snowflakes kiss the stream, their silent voices
Adding to the song. 

The song changes as the stream flows into a sedate 
pool 

Becoming a community of conversation as it flows 
beneath the surface. 

Icicles -- fantastic pirouettes of ice 
The quiet fire of the sun begins their transformation 

to water 
Drop by drop into the pool. 

The pool fills and spills with color and sound 
As the water falls, breaking the droplets into prisms. 

Flying water catches snowflakes then 
Rests lightly as it reaches the leaves, 

And, more mature now, flows with stately grace. 

Snowflakes melt into rain. 
Changing their song from silence to rhythm. 

Different form, same individuals. 

The rain seeks the stream 
A downward dog through leaves as 

Raindrops inch their way down to the stream. 
As it accepts the raindrops 

Each one joins a larger consciousness. 

Oh, Water of Life.  
Timeless, effortless Existence. 

Peace, serenity, harmony are yours, 
As you mirror the Universal Mind. 

The stream finds the lake 
And unifies with the One. 

The lake, the One. 

Sherry Noone 
April, 2008 

Just Having Fun! 

Peter & Leslie L’Heureux 

Judy & Sam Farry 
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Meet our Sponsors 

ADVERTISE! 
Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you provide.  We want to support you!  You are 

invited to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches over 300 people.  Please provide camera-ready 
art and a check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the July issue by June 15th. 

Questions? Call 909-584-2040 

    

    



- 8 - 

This newsletter is being sent to someone who is loved and respected. 

Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
A Religious Science Community 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 

Sunday Service:  St. Columba’s Episcopal Church  
Address:   42324 North Shore Drive, Big Bear Lake (1/4 mile east of Stanfield Cutoff)
Time:  5:00 p.m. 

Church Offices: 
502 W. Big Bear Blvd. 
Big Bear City, CA 92314 

Phone:  909-584-2040 
Fax:      909-584-2040 

You can email at: 
bvcse@earthlink.net

Visit our website at:
www.bvcse.org
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