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Rev. Diane Borcyckowski

“No matter what disguise it may wear, fear can be
dispelled by the truth of God’'s omnipresence”
Elaine Schuster Dent

Dear Ones,

Don't be fooled by fear's disguises! One summer
day many years ago, my girlfriend and | went to
Huntington Beach for a swim. Since the tide was out and
the water was low, we had to wade a great distance from
shore in order to swim. Since we were enjoying the
water, we hardly noticed the commotion that had started
on the beach. Suddenly we realized everyone was
leaving the water. People on shore were waving their
arms and shouting “Shark!” We began to splash and
stumble through the water too, trying to reach shore.
Then we saw a woman wading calmly toward us. As
she passed us, we saw that she was heading right in the
direction of a large black object lying just below the
surface. We watched as she pulled out of the water a
long piece of tar-paper roofing — not a shark at all!
Apparently the woman had stumbled on this object
earlier and knew it wasn’t anything to fear.

I've often recalled this incident and used it as a
reminder, that fear can be dispelled by truth. Remember
the old acronym F.E.A.R. = False Evidence Appearing
Real? It's amazing how many times in my life | have
used this acronym to convince myself that what | am
fearing is filled with false evidence. | then begin to look
for how the apparent “facts” of the matter are illusions
and literally push myself to uncover the truth. 99% of
the time, when applied, | relieve myself of the fear. The
other 1% of the time, | have found there could be a real
threat and fear was a good thing.

In 1990, | traveled to Russia with another minister
and a group of about 20 Religious Scientists. This was
just after the demise of communism and the country was
in total chaos. We delivered 100’s of pounds of clothes,
medicines and money to the people who were steeped ir
poverty and confusion. We also taught a condensed
version of the Foundational Class in Science of Mind
and performed a Sunday service for 2000 people. Our
Sunday service was even heard over Moscow radio
through interpreters. It was an amazing and intense
experience, all crammed into 3 weeks!

We had the opportunity to tour much of Moscow
and some other outlying towns, seeing the Kremlin and
many interesting museums and churches. While we
were traveling on the subway one day, | got separated
from my small group. It was about 9:00 at night, and
although | knew which subway to take to get home, |
couldn’t read Cyrillic, nor could | speak Russian to ask
where my subway station was. The only words of
Russian | knew was the Peace Song and how to say “
love you —Ya lyoublu tibya”.

| started wandering around the subway looking for
familiar posters, but | seemed to be going around in
circles. | went up and down stairwells, getting more and
more lost, confused, and yes, somewhat frightened.
How was | going to contact anyone from my group to
come find me? (This trip pre-dated the majority of
people having cell phones). The subway was emptying
out as it was getting later and later.

| finally decided to go up a staircase to get out on the
street and try to find someone who spoke English. Just
as | started to ascend an empty stair well, | looked up;
and coming down the stairway was a large, ominous
looking man who had a wild-eyed enraged expression on
his face. In one hand he had a bottle of vodka and the
other a knife. He started screaming at me in Russian anc
aimed his knife at me. He came stumbling down the
staircase with an aim to block my way. This was that
1% of the time where my fear was based in reality. Dear
God, what to do!?!



The silliest thing came to mind in that moment. | had
played Blanche DuBois in “A Streetcar Named Desire”
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not long before this trip to Russia. Blanche was a
tortured soul who was desperately looking for love. She
finally met a man, Mitch, who showed some interest in
her and sympathized with her lot in life. At the moment
of a passionate embrace, human contact that Blanche so

desperately needed, she whispers speaks her joy out [

loud, whispering, “Sometimes there’'s God...so
quickly!”.

As | stood before this rage filled, huge, drunk man,
that line came to mind - “Sometimes there’s God...so
quickly! Without another thought...out of my mouth,
in Russian, | said to this man “Ya lyoublu tibya” (I love
you). It was all | knew and as it turned out, it was all |
needed to know. (I didn't have time to sing the Peace
Song). In an instant, the man stopped in his tracks, his
face softened, he dropped the knife and opened up his
huge arms to me. For a moment, as the adrenaline started
to subside, | moved into his arms and embraced him. He
started to cry, | started to cry and we just stood there
alone in the subway stair well hugging and repeating
“Ya lyoublu tibya” to each other.

| don’t know how much time passed, but finally he
sunk down on the steps, leaned against the wall, and
passed out. | patted him on the shoulder, thinking to
myself, | actually do love you, and climbed the steps to
the street above. Standing right at the top of the stairs,
on the street, was my translator, Sonya. She was calm as
a cucumber and said, “I knew I'd find you — God said
so.” | simply replied, “Sometimes, there’'s God...so
quickly!”

Ya lyoublu tibya,

Please join us in June

June 3° “ Are Wishes Enough?

June 10" “ Advanced Prayer”

June 17" “Peace is a Decision” — Dr. Lee Gibson
(Part Il — back by popular demand!)

June 24" “The Perils & Promises of Growth”

&

We are all very much
aware that this is a "dry
season”. We all need to create
a defensible space by clearing
away the weeds and dry brush
to help protect our homes and
our community.

How about your life? Are
you in a "dry season" too? You too need to create a
clear space in your consciousness by discarding the
weeds of doubt and the dry brushes of confusion,
uncertainty and fear. The time is now to rearrange your
thinking and examine your old beliefs that obstruct the
stream of good you desire. Eradicate the ideas of
mistakes and limitations. Hold fast to your faith and
know that the Kingdom of God (Good) is within and
around each of us, for the living Spirit is at the very
center of our being. Everything necessary to make our
life complete is available when we open the gates of our
consciousness to the Divine Presence.

As we daily commune with Spirit we will receive
inspiration, acquire confidence and renew our faith
knowing that our good is at hand. The night wanes. The
dawn is breaking as we live our awareness, recognize
and unify with the internal light of the one Divine Living
Spirit at the center of our being, our life.

Affirm: | know there is only One Life, God’s Life.
| know there is only One Mind, that mind is God’s Mind
and that mind is my Mind too. | now exchange all my
fears, doubts and uncertainties for faith. | now place all
my affairs in the loving hands of God with absolute faith
and supreme confidence that my words shall not return
unto me void. | am confidant that | can meet every
situation, solve every problem, overcome every
difficulty for | am guided, guarded and directed along
the pathway to peace, love, joy, happiness, health anc
prosperity. | realize that Spirit has now opened the
heavens and is now pouring down all that is needed
to make my life whole, complete, perfect and free. |
know that life gives according to my faith; therefore |
elevate my faith, lift up my cup of acceptance knowing
that God’s love will fill it to the brim. | accept. |
believe. | know. It is so and SO IT IS.

Your Practitioner,



From the Board

A Wake-Up Call
There |  was,
minding my own
business, in an
overload mode,
juggling multiple
projects,  when I
received a call from
Katrina telling me that

she found my
telephone number in Tom’s address book. She told me

that her dad, Tom, had passed away a few days ago and

she thought that | would like to know; he was only 66
years old. | was stunned! Tom and | attended college
together in the 60s and we were in the same program in

wonderful friend who | admired and with whom | had so
much in common? What was | doing on a daily basis
that was so important? Why am | not allowing time to
shut down and dmothing or engage in some activity
truly meaningful?

Reverend Diane gave a talk at church on April 22nd
addressing this very issue. If you didn't hear it, it's
available on CD and | highly recommend that you obtain
a copy. We have so many inputs and distractions thrust
upon us that we can't see the trees for the forest. It's
time to take inventory, decide what is really important,
and to say “NO” to those things that do not serve. I've
learned a painful lesson. Thanks, Tom, for the wake-up
call. Rest in peace, my friend. Know that you are
missed.

Love & Light,

Industrial Technology (electronics). We shared the same
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interests in electronics, audio, video, photography, etc.
We enjoyed our “nerdity” together. We were “green”,
even back then, in that something electronic or
mechanical discarded in a dumpster or along a roadway
was a treasure to be explored and hopefully repaired.
We delighted in scrounging parts from one like item to
be used in repairing another. If something was beyond
repair, we at least gained some knowledge about how the
thing was constructed and how it was designed to work.
We seldom threw anything away. What a couple of pack
rats we were!

After Katrina hung up the phone, the tears started to
fall (even now as | write this—and it's been a month
since the news). | had seen Tom very intermittently over
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the past 15 years. After graduation from college, Tom

and his wife moved up north to take a job. He
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eventually moved back to southern California and we
visited fairly frequently. He had children way before |
did. |1 remember being impressed how he interacted with
Katrina and her brother, Ryan, giving them attention and
playing with them and not putting them off just because
| was a visitor in his home. 1| think | unconsciously
learned to be an effective father from observing his
behavior.

About 20 years ago, Tom had surgery for prostate
cancer from which he recovered, nicely. He had a

These loving souls are available to support you in
prayer for any challenges you might be facing.

Carolyn Dawley
585-5350

Sally Cornett
936-5284 or 866-3456

weakened heart; however, due to rheumatic fever he

Father's Day Food!

contracted as a child. According to Katrina, both the
cancer and his heart condition came back recently to
haunt him, and his body just couldn’'t handle the stress
and he passed. | remember him as a gentle man who

never was seen to lose his temper. He was generous and

helpful to a fault. | think that he was metaphysical
(unknowingly) way before | discovered the philosophy.
So | ask myself—why didn’t | keep in touch with this
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Plan to stay after church on
Father's Day for great finger
food — thanks to our loving
Carolyn Dawley.

—



Hello from Oregon

Hi everyone,

We miss all of
you already! First of
all, thank you for the
lovely send-off. The
books are a wonderful
reminder of Big Bear
and our spiritual
community there.

We are mostly

settled and the new house is under construction. Wish |
had a digital camera to send you a picture of our lots

covered by natural grass (and weeds), some nearly knee

high, damp with dew in the morning and green, green,
green! | had occasion to make a trip to both the city and
the county offices in Salem, and both places reminded
me of my home town in the 30s including charming,

unhurried personnel.

We've already been to a wonderful band concert at
our favorite, lovely and historic, restored professional
theater in Salem. As planned, we've applied to be
volunteers there.

Although we've had some rain, and both cold and
warm days, there’s also been much sun, beautiful clouds
and Oregon-blue skies. By that | mean: no sky, howeve
pretty, is quite like the Big Bear Blue!

Our cell phones are the only way to leave us phone
messages -- (909) 915-5480 and (909) 649-2820 -- since
| still have the answer machine packed away somewhere.
Our landline phone is (503) 873-6829; our address is
1015 Oak Street #51, Silverton, OR 97381, and my
email is: ilas.mt@charter.net

We know the church there is growing in every way
and that that new building is on its way in the perfect
right time. Our prayers continue to be with you.

Love,

Tom and lla Raphael

June Birthdays

Adell Aldrich Phyllis Axton
Bill Hazewinkel Pete L'Heureux
Marla Henrich Misty Rowe
Margo Stewart Bradley Winch

Bear Valley Center
for Spiritual Enrichment

A Religious Science Community

Our purpose is to inspire and nurture spiritual growth
by accepting a loving, all-inclusive community

through teaching, healing, and serving for the highest
good of all.

We are the Mind of God knowing, the Heart of
God loving, and the Hands of God serving.

Many are the ways all of us pray to One God.

April Financials

Collections $6,536
Other income 45
Grand total $6,581
Expenses ($7,262)
Net income ($ 681)
41 Avg Attendance
4/1/07 Sunday 38
4/8/07  Sunday 61
4/15/07 Sunday 36
4/22/07 Sunday 39
4/29/07 Sunday 32

We wish to keep our Community advised of our Church's
financial picture and to thank you for your generous

support.




“June’s Pick” Cruise News
from the Mind Shop Bookstore

The Mind Shop Bookstore has
selected Entering the Castle by
Caroline Myss as its “June Pick” of
new books to offer our Community.
This new book (there is also an 8 CD
audio book), which was just released
in March, will be available to preview at the Mind Shop
bookstore on June 10. Prepaid orders for the book
and/or DVD will be accepted at the Mind Shop
Bookstore on June 10 and June 17 for delivery of
product on June 34 Don’t miss out! The book is $26
and the CD set is $39.95 (plus tax).
Entering The Castles a book that will give you a
deeply personal, revelatory experience of your soul.
You'll be introduced to a new spiritual renaissance as , , _
Caroline explains the nature of mysticism and its Ahoy!  Important information for the Cruise
experiences; what it means to be called into mystical ) o )
service; how to discover your unique gifts, become a Justareml'nder for all the ‘spiritual cruisers’ on the
channel for grace, and conduct healing at a distance— August cruise

and more.
As her main template for this extraordinary, modern You must have a passport or an original birth
spiritual journey, Myss uses the beloved, revered certificate with you!

writings of The Interior Castle by Teresa of Avila.
Adapting Teresa's vision of the soul as a beautiful crystal
castle with many floors, or mansions, and many rooms | Come to the 6-pack party at the Church!l
within those mansions, Myss guides us from room to
room, helping us meet different aspects of our self, our
soul, and our spirit -- preparing us for the ultimate
encounter with God and our own divinity. Through
intense practices and methods of spiritual inquiry
adapted for contemporary life, she helps us to develop
our personal powers of prayer, contemplation, and
intuition and to ascend the seven levels of soul
knowledge that build an ever stronger interior castle of
our own -- a soul of strength and stamina.

As in all her books, Myss also recounts stories of

profoundly moving real-life experiences -- of her own, ~When: Saturday, June 2,

as well as of her students and of renowned spiritual from 9 - 12

figures -- that bring home the universal truth of her

insights. Presiding over the entire book and journey are \where: St.Columba’s Episcopal Church

the great mystics, ancient and contemporary, of
Christianity, Judaism, Islam, and Hinduism with their  \what to bring: 6-packs of flowers to plant

inspiring lives and discerning spirits. And over all, the 6-packs of water/soda to drink
ber]evolence, truth, and gentle and tough love of Teresa
of Avila shine through. Dress: Gardening Grubby!

With this richly meaningful reading experience,
you'll learn to express your highest potential with grace,
and explore a spiritual life that is as deeply directed
within as it is toward the world. Doubtless Myss's most
deeply personal, revealing, compassionate, and
transforming book yet,Entering the Castleis a
comprehensive guidebook for the journey of your life --
a journey into the center of your soul

-5-



Meet our Sponsors

ADVERTISE!

Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you prodddevant to support youYou are
invited to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reache3d0fvpeople. Please provide camera-ready
art and a check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the July issue b§"June 1

Questions? Call 909-584-2040
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This newsletter is being sent to someone who édland respected.

Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment
A Religious Science Community
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315

Sunday Service St. Columba’s Episcopal Church
Address: 42324 North Shore Drive, Big Bear Lafet mile east of Stanfield Cutoff)
Time: 5:00 p.m.

Church Offices:
502 W. Big Bear Blvd.
Big Bear City, CA 92314

Phone: 909-584-2040
Fax: 909-584-2040

You can email at:
bvcse@earthlink.net

Visit our website at:
www.bvcse.org




