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Sunday Services, 11:30 a.m.  578 Bonanza Trail, Big Bear Lake  
(Across the street from the Little Greenhouse florist) 
(Next door to Mama Bear’s Vitamins) 

  P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
  909-866-7100, Email:  bvcse@earthlink.net.  Website: www.bvcse.org 
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July Topics 
 

July 4th:  Traveling the Freedom Highway 
 

Happy Independence Day!  We were born 
with the God-given right to freely pursue life, 
liberty and happiness – and so was everyone 
else.  So what happens when our rights and 
those same rights of others seem to be at 
cross-purposes?  Join us Sunday as we explore 
how to expand into a consciousness that 
empowers ourselves and others to live in 
harmony and joy. 

 
 

 
 
July 11th:  Packing and Unpacking Your Spiritual Bags 

 
We pack our bags in preparation for a 
vacation.  But if we don’t unpack them once 
we arrive at our destination, all that packing 
does no good.  So is it with our spiritual tools.  
Learning about them is like packing our 
spiritual bags.  Unpacking them comes when 
we live from them 24/7!  

 
July 18th  Are You Being God’s Way or  

Are You In God’s Way? 
 

Have you ever been driving to your vacation 
destination and encountered a roadblock?  It 
may have delayed you for minutes, perhaps 
for hours.  Perhaps, you even had to take a 
detour to continue on your trip.  We build 
roadblocks in our consciousness all the time.  
So this Sunday’s question will be: Are we 
allowing the fullness of God to express 
through us or have we erected a road block?  
In this service, we will have an opportunity to 
take a personal inventory and determine 
whether we are being God’s way or in God’s 
way. 

 
July 25th:    Stay the Course of Light 
 

Using a familiar Biblical story as a metaphor 
of our journey through life, we bring our 
month to a close, knowing that the 
consciousness of persistently keeping our eyes 
on God is the consciousness that will bring 
forth our highest good. 

 
 
 

Our purpose is to inspire and nurture spiritual growth by accepting a loving, all inclusive 
community through teaching, healing, and serving, for the highest good of all.  

We are the Mind of God knowing, the Heart of God loving, and the Hands of God serving. 
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From our Minister 
 
Dear Beloveds, 
 

Summer is in full swing 
and vacations are underway.  
When you take your well-
earned break this summer, 
here’s something to consider: 
Your consciousness never takes 
a vacation.  In fact, wherever 

you go, your consciousness goes ahead of you, preparing 
the way, determining exactly what your experience shall 
be.  So, during the month of July, be sure to be with us 
each week to deepen your God-based consciousness -- 
unless, of course, you’re on vacation! 

Aren’t we blessed to have the tremendous Big Bear 
fireworks display that inspires our patriotism and makes 
for a grand celebration?  And what a draw for our 
visitors and guests that really love celebrating in our 
beautiful Big Bear Valley.  Not only do we and they 
have a good time, our merchants benefit as well…which 
of course benefits every one of us.   I know, I 
know…when the traffic isn’t moving and it takes 30 
minutes to go to the store to buy our hotdogs we can get 
cranky.  But we don’t need to….it is our choice.   

This Independence Day Celebration shines a light on 
how we want to be and feel.  Who gets up the morning 
of the 4th and announces to the world, “I am going to be 
cranky and impatient with the tourists…I am going to 
ruin my day with my impatience and short temper?”  I 
don’t think anybody intends to be like that…however, as 
the day unfolds it can happen.  I have heard the only way 
for locals to keep their sanity in tact is to purchase 
groceries and everything needed ahead of time and not 
go to town unless absolutely necessary.   

What would happen if we got crazy and joined in 
and mingled with the visitors...especially in the Village? 
What fun to see children having a licking frenzy with a 
melting ice cream cone!   The best is seeing smiles on 
the faces of the visitors.  This is their time to let go of 
stress and enjoy the beautiful scenic environment that we 
get to enjoy every day.  It would be joyful to watch lines 
of people outside our restaurants knowing both the 
owners and the patrons are in a win-win situation.  And 
how about watching people coming and going through 
the doors of our merchants’ establishments…with 
packages in their hands?   This I know for sure…our 
visiting friends don’t mean to make us cranky.  This will 
be my second 4th of July in Big Bear.  I was here 6 years 
ago as a visitor and the people were friendly and it was a 
glorious time.  I did not meet one cranky person that 
weekend.   Maybe they were all home with their pre-
bought groceries. 

Have a happy Fourth of July…and remember be 
friendly to our visitors and you are being friendly to 
yourself…funny how that works! 

 
Hugs and blessings of joy, 

����������	�
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Practitioner’s Corner 
 

Dear ones, 
 
Religious Science is not a 

religion!  People who don’t know 
what we are about have asked me 
questions like, “If you don’t 
believe in Jesus, why do you 
celebrate Christmas?”  I explain 
we do believe in Jesus and 
practice his teachings (better than some so-called 
Christians… �  ..I keep that part to myself.)   

We have learned and are amazed at the similarities 
found in many religious belief systems.  We celebrate 
the evolution in all traditions from ancient wisdom to 
new thought, and we acknowledge the contributions of 
each.  Often we celebrate various religious masters and 
their contributions to our growth and understanding.  If 
the inquirer’s eyes haven’t glazed over yet, I might go 
on to explain or remind my Christian friend that Jesus 
was born a Jew and in the end he was still a very faithful 
Jew. 

During the first few hundred years after Jesus made 
his transition, it was the Jewish community that kept and 
treasured his messages.  The problem arose when Pagan 
men desired to be part of the new Christ movement and 
enjoy eternal life and its promises of power and love.  
Unfortunately, Jewish law required circumcision for any 
male convert.  This was understandably difficult to deal 
with and the separate and new religion of Christianity 
evolved.  The traditional Jews stayed Jews, and the new 
thought Jews of that day were able to be Christians, and 
the Pagans were welcome to join in.  A couple of 
hundred years later Mohammed developed a new 
religion based on the foundations of Judaism and 
Christianity and Islam evolved with some new ideas 
unaccepted by the Jews or the Christians. 

Nearly 500 years before Jesus, there was the 
Buddha, “the awakened one”.  While meditating, he 
realized clearly that it was our mind that could either 
cause us happiness or suffering.  The Divine Presence 
with which the Buddha communed is the same Presence 
we commune with today in our own meditations. 

Some scholars believe Jesus may have been exposed 
to Buddhist and even Hindu beliefs and traditions during 
the so-called “lost years” before his ministry began, 
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when he might well have traveled to places where these 
beliefs were well established. 

However our current belief system progressed, it is 
clearly an evolution which is still expanding today.  
Ernest Holmes defines the “Principle of Unfoldment” as 
the Universal Spirit of Life Itself.  For Life is forever 
evolving, or unfolding higher and higher forms.  In 
Religious Science we enjoy bringing history, science, 
and all religious thought to the present moment.  We 
shed dogma and limitations. We have no rituals.   We 
simply enjoy having a human experience. What we now 
understand is a Spiritual universe with principles and 
universal laws that work for everyone.  We know 
everything begins with thought and we choose carefully 
the seeds of thought, which we place into the creative 
medium, which we live and have our being in. 

Such a reasonable understanding of the Divine is our 
great gift.  Our awareness shines brightly as we move 
through life.  That is why people ask us questions about 
our beliefs.  They want to understand our “shine.”  We 
need not hesitate in sharing the philosophy we learn 
about on Sundays or in class work.  We don’t diminish 
any religion.  Ours is the result of all religious belief and 
we enhance and lift the awareness of anyone who is 
interested enough to inquire.  

Be sure to invite these folks to class or a workshop 
or Sunday celebrations and remember, “When the 
student is ready, the teacher will appear.”  You just 
might be the teacher who directs someone to a new shiny 
place. 

 
In love and light, 
Your Practitioner 
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     Message from the Board 
 
    It’s one thing to write for 

the “Practitioner Corner,” an 
“invocation,” and an entirely 
different mindset to write “From 
the Board”. For days I’ve been 
blank and then it came to 
me…the greatness of each of the 
Board members who serve with 

me and for you, our church family. 
A person who is said to possess greatness stands 

apart from others in some way, usually by the size or 
originality of their vision plus their ability to manifest 
that vision. And yet, those of us who recognize that 
greatness, whether we display it ourselves or not, also 
have greatness within–otherwise we could not see it, 
would not recognize it nor even understand it. 

We accomplish nothing alone in this world. Our 
President Liz Harris is greatness personified! All of us, 
under her leadership, see as she does, we listen, 
encourage and support each other; otherwise even the 
greatest ideas would never be born. Decisions must be 
made to help the growth of our Center. It’s not always 
easy to balance the budget. 

We are all moved by greatness when we see it, and 
although the experience is to some degree subjective, we 
know the feeling. When we encounter greatness 
something in us stirs, awakens and comes forth to meet 
what was inside us all along. As we respond to others’ 
greatness we feel our own. We may feel called to 
dedicate ourselves to their vision or maybe be inspired to 
follow a path we forge ourselves. 

Either way, we cannot lose when we recognize that 
the greatness we see in others belongs also to each of us. 
Our recognition of this is a call to action that, if heeded, 
will inspire others to see in us the greatness they also 
possess. This creates a chain reaction of greatness 
unfolding itself endlessly into the future. 

I honor the greatness of my fellow Board members, 
our Rev. Sherry, our Choir and musicians, and all who 
love and support or beautiful Center. We are dedicated 
to the healing and revealing of truth through education, 
celebration and service. 

Many blessings my friends, 
 

��

	�
�������
BVCSE Board  

 

Potluck and Movie Nights 
 
Starting Friday, June 25th, we will have Potluck and 

Movie Night every fourth Friday of 
the month.   Potluck begins at 6:00 
with movie to follow.  This month 
the movie will be The Shift.  In 
this compelling film, Dr. 
Wayne Dyer, explores the 
spiritual journey from 
ambition to meaning.  The 
powerful shift from the ego constructs that 
we’re taught early in life by parents and society—which 
promote achievement and accumulation—are shown in 
contrast to a life of meaning focused on serving and 
giving back.  

Through the intertwined stories of an overachieving 
businessman, a mother of two seeking her own 
expression in the world, and a director trying to make a 
name for himself, this entertaining film not only inspires, 
but also teaches us how to create a life of meaning and 
purpose. 

Bring your favorite potluck dish and settle in for a 
great movie. 
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Basic Principles of Religious Science Class 
(Formerly known as Quick Start Class) 

 
The special class will be held on Saturday, July 10th, 

from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at BVCSE.  Please bring a 
sack lunch.  Cost is $35 and includes materials 

This class is recommended for congregants who 
have not availed themselves to it in the past. Everyone is 
welcome…you need not be a member to attend.  This is 
what our class is about: 

 
There is a Power Within You 

 
·  It can lift your life to its highest level. 
·  It can change illness into health. 
·  It can bring peace amid turmoil. 
·  It can bring success out of failure, victory out of 

defeat. 
·  It can bring companionship and happiness out of 

loneliness. 
·  It will respond to you. 

 
The above is the central theme of Religious Science.  

Our lessons will be devoted to a study of this Power.  
We shall approach it from many different angles.  You 
will learn how it acts and how to let it work for you. 

 

Youth Program 
 
Children are so very welcome!!  

We now offer supervision for children 
to play, color, read stories, and have 
fun while their parents or grandparents 
enjoy the 11:30 am service. 

 
 

Blogging? 
 
Is blogging an expertise of yours? Would you be 

interested in assisting our Center is setting up a blog 
site?  If so, please contact Rev. Sherry @ 909-547-0278.  
Thank you! 

 

Quote of the Month 
 
"Nobody grows old by merely living a number of 

years. People grow old by deserting their ideals. You are 
as young as your faith, as old as your doubt, as young as 
your self-confidence, as old as your fear, as young as 
your hope, as old as your despair."  

  
…Douglas MacArthur 

A-Frame Signs  
 
Would it be of interest to you to have the general 

public more aware of our location?  We are looking for a 
sponsor(s) to make this happen. It has been suggested by 
the Board of Trustees we place A-frame signs on both 
ends of Bonanza Trail and one in front of our bookstore. 

The street signs that would only be in place on 
Sunday mornings would read: 

Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
Sunday Service      11:30 am 

(with an arrow pointing toward our Center.) 
 

The A-frame sign in front of our bookstore would be 
placed in front of the Center during Sandy’s office 
hours.  It is our hope to give the customers who are 
shopping in our neighborhood, or driving by, an 
opportunity to shop for metaphysical books and gifts. 

The sign could read:   
Metaphysical Bookstore Inside. 

 
The cost is approximately $300 for the signs and we 

are looking for someone(s) to sponsor the project 
through tithing.  If that is you, please contact Rev. 
Sherry 909-547-0278.  Thank you!! 

 

BVCSE extends a warm invitation to you 
for membership in our Center  

 
What are the benefits for you? 
�  Joy of belonging to and being part of a caring 

community 
�  Attendance at BVCSE business meetings with full 

voting rights 
�  Able to hold office or serve in leadership positions 
�  Satisfaction of supporting a Center that transforms 

lives 
�  Your membership will make the heart of BVCSE 

beat stronger 
 
Benefits for BVCSE 
�  Our Center becomes a more vital place with you in 

it! 
�  We will be able to expand events, classes and 

services, thus becoming an even more energetic 
place of spiritual transformation. 

 
Responsibilities of Membership 
�  Commitment to active participation 
�  Support BVCSE with your time, talents and treasure 

as your situation allows. 
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BVCSE extends a warm invitation to you for 
membership in our Center – continued…  

 
To Become a Member 
�  Simply fill out the application on community table 
�  You may give it to Reverend Sherry at Sunday 

Services 
�  If you have questions please call Rev Sherry @ 909-

547-0278 
 

Your Minister & Practitioners 
 

Carolyn Dawley  
909-585-5350 

 
Sally Cornett  

936-5284 or 866-3456 
 

               Rev. Sherry Serkes 
         909-547-0278 

       702-528-5528 
                     �

These loving souls are available to support you in prayer 
for any challenges you might be facing. 

 

Your Church Board 
 

Officers 
Liz Harris, President   744-2213 
Susan Conley, Vice President           951-202-5075 
Sherry Noone, Secretary  338-9362 
Sally Cornett, Co-Treasurer  936-5284 
Sherrie Kral, Co-Treasurer  262-1760 

Members 
Carolyn Dawley   585-5350 
Lorraine Taylor   584-7332 

Board Advisors 
Julie Grandi   709-8670 
Leslie L’Heureux   936-1179 

Spiritual Advisor       
Rev. Sherry Serkes          547-0278 

               702-528-5528 
Legal Advisors 

Suzanne Klump    338-9362 
Bradley Winch   866-5960 

Newsletter Staff 
Sherry Noone – Editor 
Julie Grandi – Design 

 
Church Administrative Assistant 

Sandy Morrell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
May  2010 Operating Financials 

(Excludes Landscaping & Imagine Funds) 
 

 Collections        $   5,561 
  Other income    $      897 
  Total income                 $   6,458 
   Expenses                           ($   9,709) 
       Net March income              ($  3,251) 

 
May Attendance  

 
              Adults     Children 

May 2nd     40  4 
 May 9th      35  3 
 May 16th     55  3 
 May 23rd     21  1 
 May 30th    32  0 
 
  May Total 183             11 
  May Avg   37   3 
 

 
 

July Birthdays 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Jan Sloan  7/21 
 

John Grandi  7/27 
 

Bette Waugh  7/27 
 

Rob Early  7/31 
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ADVERTISE! 
 
Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you provide.  We want to support you!  You are invited 

to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches over 300 people.  Please provide camera-ready art and a 
check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the August issue by July 15th.  

Questions? Call 909-866-7100 
 

�
Shop Till you Drop… 

 
What if BVCSE earned a penny every time you searched the Internet? Or how about if a percentage of every purchase 

you made online went to support our spiritual center and help it grow? Well, now it can!  
Many of us “on the hill” already shop online to save gas and time and to be kind to our lungs! GoodShop.com is a 

new online shopping mall which will donate 3% to 7% of each purchase to our favorite cause! Many hundreds of great 
stores including Amazon, Target, Gap, Best Buy, eBay, Coldwater Creek, Chico’s, Nordstrom’s, Macy's and Barnes & 
Noble have teamed up with GoodShop and every time you place an order, you’ll be supporting BVCSE. You can even 
rent a car, buy airline tickets or book a cruise and be charitable at the same time. Please go to GoodShop.com and check 
out all the merchants and just how easy it is!  

Also, GoodSearch.com is a new Yahoo-powered search engine that donates half its advertising revenue, about a 
penny per search, to the charities its users designate. Use it just as you would any search engine, get quality search results 
from Yahoo, and watch the donations add up!  

Just go to www.GoodShop.com or www.GoodSearch.com and enter BVCSE as the charity you want to support. 
And, be sure to spread the word! Anyone who uses these sites anywhere can help so tell your kids, friends, partners—
anyone to join us! 
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This newsletter is being sent to someone who is loved and respected. 
 
Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
A Religious Science Community 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Service:   11:30 a.m.  

Address:     578 Bonanza Trail  
Big Bear Lake (across from Little Greenhouse, next door to MaMa Bear’s Vitamins) 

 
 

Phone:  909-866-7100 
Fax:      909-866-7100 
 

You can email at: 
bvcse@earthlink.net 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.bvcse.org 
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