..... Open at the Top....

Sunday Services, 11:30 a.m. 578 Bonanza Trail, Big Bear Lake
(Across the street from the Little Greenhouse florist)
(Next door to Mama Bear’s Vitamins)

P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315
909-866-7100, Email: bvcse@earthlink.net. Website: www.bvcse.org

Our purpose is to inspire and nurture spiritual gt by accepting a loving, all inclusive
community through teaching, healing, and servingtlie highest good of all.
We are the Nnd of God knowing, the Heart of Gooving, and th Hands of God servin
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Wednesday Gathering!

How about a mid-week Spiritual lift? Great
News!! We are gathering on Wednesday nights for
music, meditation, inspiration, sharing and prayer.
Meditative music begins at 6:15 pm and the gatlgesin
6:30.

Alison Benjamin, our own Practitione
and Intern Minister, will lead the gatherin
the first two Wednesday nights each mont
This month it will be on January'énd 13.

January Topics

Jan 3¢ Appreciation!

Let's start off the New Year with great
appreciation. Everything falls into place when
we are in a state of appreciation and it all begins
with appreciation for our wonderful selves. The
wave of appreciation flows outward from us into

our community and out into the world.

Jan 14" A Twelve Point Synopsis of the
Teachings of Abraham.

Such uplifting teachings we will delve into! We

will find that the bottom line to life is we areeth

attractors of our experiences. What power we

have!

Jan 17" There is Not a Spot Where God is Not.
What a joy to know we are never alone and that
every minuscule part  of us is God. Every-
thing we gaze upon, everything we touch, every
thought we think is God.

Jan 24" What You Think of Me is
None of My Business.

Based on the book of the same name authored
by Terri Cole Whitaker. We will do a reality
check of the amount of energy we waste
worrying about what people think of us. We will
discover the empowering feeling of seeing only
the good in ourselves and others. And then we
will not even care about what others think.

Jan 31" The Love of Nature.
The plants and animals have so much to teach us
about trusting the Universe to provide all that we
need. And the lessons of unconditional love that
we receive from animals is a true gift from God.



From our Minister

Dear Beloveds,

Here we are standing on the
brink of all that is fresh and new.
We have a brand new year that is
our slate upon which we may
create anything we wish. Isn't it
exciting to know that we get to
decide how each day will be for
us? The days will unfold and reveal what our thdsg
project onto them. And when things not of our clire
making arise we have the choice of how we respadysl.
Neale Donald Walsch taught us @onversationswith
God: “What ever happens is simply what happens; how
we react to it determines our joy or lack of itAren’t
we powerful? Aren’t we blessed to have choices?

Because we are leading edge thinkers, we readily
embrace the God inspired urgings to rearrange our
outlook on things; to drop what no longer servesiug
to “listen” to our inner Selves for direction andidance.
When our New Year’s resolutions are God inspirexy th
are easy to keep...for they are of Truth. My Newr¥ea
resolution is to take more time for myself; momadito
feel the presence of Source and the Angels; andazmb
their guidance. And through that guidance the svay
will be revealed as to how to accomplish the other
resolutions | wish to keep.

Happy New Year with much love,

Practitioner’'s Corner

Accepting and Blessing
-

Welcome, 2010, Welcome!

e - What if, this brand new
- ﬁ year, you began to expect the

= very best from any and all
situations? Isn't it possible that you could wnitew
chapters in your life with happy endings? It is gibke!
Suspend your disbelief. Take a leap of faith. Trust
After all, what have you got to lose but misery dak?
Remember, if you want to walk on water you havgeb
out of the boat. (Matthew 14:25-32).

Along with faith and trust, accepting and blessitlg
our circumstances we have powerful tools for
transformation. In fact, this potent combination as
spiritual elixir that will work miracles in our las.

Before we can change anything in our life we need
to recognize and accept that this is the way igsmh to
be RIGHT NOW. Not forever -- just right now. Sowas
accept and surrender to our circumstances, ounggel
our problems, our financial status, our work, oaalth,
all our relationships and the delay of our dreamsane
open and ready for a miracle, a change, a transftom
to better conditions.

Over the years, | have found that most all of my
struggle to be content, despite outside conditidras
come about when | stubbornly resist what's goingnon
my life at the present moment. When | finally lesarno
accept "It is what it is", surrender to the realdy a
difficult situation and stop fighting, a softenirig my
soul occurs and | count my blessings.

After accepting "what is", no matter what our
present conditions are, we must learn to bless them
"Sure thing", | can hear you saying, "Il bless my
misery, my lack, Il get right on it just as soas | can
stop whining, worrying and crying." Bless them amayw
Through your gritted teeth if necessary.

For blessing whatever is vexing is the spiritual
surrender that can change our life for the beBkssing
our situation teaches us to trust. Trust in thenitef
Divine Intelligence to guide and direct us forwandour
highest and greatest good. Trust in faith.

If you are sick and tired of learning life's lesson
through pain and struggle, blessing your difficstiwill
show you a better way. There is a spark of Divine
Wisdom within you that tells you this is true. Even
though you may not understand why something is
occurring right now, give it a good blessing andiae
passes you'll look back and see it was truly asbigsin
disguise.

Now, in this new year 2010, start counting your
blessings. Write them down. Make a spiritual inoent
and see if you can't make one hundred. So much gooc
happens to us but in the rush of our daily life we
sometimes fail to notice or even acknowledge it.
Acknowledge your troubles then write your blessings
When we write our blessing we focus on the trutthef
abundance already within our grasp and make it real

Affirmation:

Today and all my days | let go of the struggle katd
the healing power of change begin. | open to a th
peace, harmony and love available in my affaitdeks
everything and everyone in every situation. | letajd
let Spirit be my guide. | stand in faith and lovéthw
trust. Itis so and so it is.

Love and blessing,
Your Practitioner



Message from the Board

You Have Won!!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
for

Sunday, FebruaryL4thi

Yep! It's that time once
again for our Annual Business
Meeting!! It wil be held

immediately following the Sunday

Celebration on February?bﬂ, A lite

luncheon will be served. The meeting is open to all and
everyone is invited to attend; however, only members are
eligible to vote. If you are not already a member of
BVCSE and would like to be -- it's not too late! There are
membership applications on the community room table or

you can have one sent to you by calling Sandy at the church

offices (866-7100). Applications can be turned in to Rev.
Sherry or any board member.

We will be electing new board members to fill
expired terms, looking at our financial reports and
projected budget for 2010, as well as a general report from
Rev. Sherry and current board members.

Julie Grandi, JoAnn Mark, Sherry McDaniel and |
have all completed our two year terms and will be retiring.
Julie and | will continue as Board Advisors, and Nancy
Walker, while not an official Board member, will continue
to lead us in our “fun-raising” activities. Carolyn Dawley,
Liz Harris and Sherry Noone will remain on the Board for
one more year.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank each
member of our Board of Trustees for their dedication and
service to BVCSE, as well as Suzie Curtis, Sue Klump and
Bradley Winch who have served as Board Advisors. Your
Board of Trustees is a “working board” and is the
“business” side of our church. It handles all the details
necessary to keep our group functioning. It is truly
amazing all the things that must happen in order to keep
our spiritual community up and running.

Our Science of Mindextbook (pg. 523) contains a
meditation entitled “My Business” that | would like to
share:

[Our] business is directed by Divine Intelligence.
The All-Knowing Mind knows what to do and how to do it
[We] do no hinder, but let It operatefiour] affairs.
It prospers and direcfas] and controlg§our] lives.
[Our] affairs are managed by Love, and directed by
Wisdom, and they cannot fail to prosper and expand.
[Our] affairs are in His hands.

And so it is!!

To read more about your prize and how to “redeem”
it, please see below.

The Board Members of BVCSE would like to offer
you the grand prize of membership in our spiritual
family. It is a close and accepting family with dobf
Love to go around. Hugs, meals, tears and laugireer
often shared and Joy is a definite given!

If you are still reading this, you are a spiritsakker
and we know we want you to join us in membershig. W
would ask that you stop by the information tableha
community room and pick up an application so weehav
your contact information and more knowledge of your
interests and talents. (Every child of Spirit hhent!)
Rev. Sherry or any member of the Board will be lyapp
to accept it from you.

There will be a special welcoming ceremony during
our Sunday celebration service on January17th!

A one day “Quick Start” class will be offered on
January 9 from 9 a.m. — 3 p.m. at the church. This class
is optional, but strongly recommended, for membersh
You will learn how to do your own treatments (pivsit
intentional prayer) and a little bit more about sthi
philosophy called Science of Mind that has grabjome
attention. You also become eligible to vote atahaual
membership meeting as well
as other church matters
presented to the membership.

Congratulations!

Your prize, should you “\
decide to accept it, is

priceless!

Your Minister & Practitioners

Carolyn Dawley 2y
909-585-5350 A4

Sally Cornett N
936-5284 or 866-3456 y <

Alison Benjamin
801-920-0560

Rev. Sherry Serkes
909-547-0278
702-528-5528

These loving souls are available to support yoprayer
for any challenges you might be facing.



January Birthdays

Lil Wittman Jan 6 @
Michael Benjamin Jan 14

Diane Richards Jan 18

Dan Brown Jan 19

Art Harriman Jan 22

Carolyn Dawley Jan 25

Liz Harris Jan 26

Your Church Board

Officers
Leslie L’'Heureux, President 585-9862
Sherry McDaniel, Vice President 310-497-7389
Sherry Noone, Secretary 338-9362
Liz Harris, Treasurer 866-1074
Julie Grandi, Co-Treasurer 585-6528
Members at Large
Carolyn Dawley 585-5350
JoAnn Mark 584-7332
Board Advisors
Suzie Curtis 584-7747
Suzanne Klump 338-9362
Bradley Winch 866-5960
Spiritual Advisor
Rev. Sherry Serkes 547-0278

702-528-5528

Newsletter Staff
Sherry Noone — Editor
Julie Grandi — Design

Church Administrative Assistant
Sandy Morrell

What lies behind us and what lies before us ase ti
matters compared to what lies within us.”

-Ralph Waldo Emerson-

November 2009 Operating Financials
(excludes Landscaping & Imagine Funds)

Collections $ 6,129
Other income $ 3,499
Total income $ 9,628
Expenses ($9,457)
Net November income $ 171

November Attendance

Nov 1% 40 0
Nov g" 38 0
Nov 15" 48 0
Nov 22 50 0
Nov 29" 30 1

Totals 206 1
Avg 41

We wish to keep our Community advised of our Chsirch
financial picture and to thank you for your genesou
support

Stepping Stones

Alison Benjamin and her husband Michael are
facilitating Stepping Stones Circles at BVCSEThe
Women's Circle meets on the first Monday of each
month and thé/en's Circle meets the first Thursday of
each month.

Alison and Michael are now spending half of each
month in the Big Bear Valley and are excited and
delighted to help empower and inspire others whiirt
Stepping Stones Circles.

Alison is a Science of Mind Practitioner, Intern
Minister, and Life/Soul Coach. Michael is a Pragtier
in training. For more information please contatisén
at 801-920-0560.

"Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. It tumat
we have into enough and more. It turns denial into
acceptance, chaos into order, confusion into glarit
turns problems into gifts, failures into succedse t
unexpected into perfect timing and mistakes into
important events. Gratitude makes sense of thé pas
brings peace for today and creates a vision for
tomorrow.”

...Melodie Beattie



Here We Go a’ Caroling...! A Christmas Wish

It was a magic night — we had lots of carolers & an OK, so Christmas is over. But our December issue
lots of food (how usual). In fact, there was sochn was so crowded we didn’t have room for this bealitif
soup we were floating home after our night in the Christmas wish —and it's never too late to readdso
like this.... Thanks to Bradley Winch for finding $hi

village.

We started at the church, then made our first atop , _
Northwoods, but were a little early for the diness, My Grown-Up Christmas List
moved on to Village Drive. After a stop in a coaiuf ) .
the retail stores, we decided to go into Chadisadine ..Here's my lifelong wish
the surprised looks of people in the bar to seerglv of My grown up Christmas list
church carolers. Not for myself

It turned out to be a highlight of the evening. af'w But for a world in need
of the people there were visiting from Puerto Riaod ,
they sang along with us. They had been in Big Bear No more lives torn apart

That wars would never start
And time would heal all hearts
And everyone would have a friend

five days and were heading out the next day for. lad
then Las Vegas. We sang several songs and thelrdhea
out down Pine Knot Blvd with stops at several of th

shops (like Mill Creek Trading) and restaurantse lik And right would always win
Blondie’s, Peppercorn Grille, El Jacalito, and _And love would never end
Nottingham’s. Imagine our surprise when we walked This is my grown up Christmas list
out of Blondie’s and a car stopped on Pine Knot _ _

(blocking lots of traffic), and out of the front aio As children we believed
jumped our new Puerto Rican friends asking us ng si The grandest sight to see
again on the street. He opened the back dooeto¢hr Was something lovely
where we saw their children, all enjoying our Ctmias Wrapped beneath our tree
Carols.

Well heaven surely knows
That packages and bows
Can never heal
A hurting human soul

Thanks go to Nancy Walker and High Spirits for
spearheading this fun evening. We're already logki
forward to next year!

No more lives torn apart
That wars would never start
And time would heal all hearts
And everyone would have a friend
And right would always win
And love would never end
This is my grown up Christmas list

What is this illusion called the innocence of youth
Maybe only in our blind belief can we ever find thath

(there'd be)

No more lives torn apart
That wars would never start
And time would heal all hearts

Our new friends at Chad’s, Jose & Miguel, And everyone would have a friend

Visiting from Puerto Rico And right would always win
And love would never end, oh

This is my grown up Christmas wish.




ADVERTISE!

Let your spiritual community know about the services aodyects you provideWe want to support youYou are invited
to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, wiabhes over 300 people. Please provide camera-ready art and a
check for $25 to the church office (or any Board memberthiiFebruary issue by Januarﬂ“lS
Questions? Call 909-866-7100

Shop Till you Drop...

What if BVCSE earned a penny every time you searthe Internet? Or how about if a percentage ofyeparchase
you made online went to support our spiritual ceatel help it grow? Well, now it can!

Many of us “on the hill” already shop online to sayas and time and to be kind to our lungs! Goog&®lom is a
new online shopping malvhich will donate 3% to 7% of each purchase to faumorite cause! Many hundreds of great
stores including Amazon, Target, Gap, Best Buy,yeBaldwater Creek, Chico’s, NordstromMlacy's and Barnes &
Noble have teamed up with GoodShop and every tiowepface an order, you'll be supporting BVCSE. Yan even
rent a car, buy airline tickets or book a cruisd ba charitable at the same tinRdease go to GoodShop.com and check
out all the merchants and just how easy it is!

Also, GoodSearch.com is a new Yahoo-powered seangine that donates half its advertising revenbeuta
penny per search, to the charities its users datg@gh/se it just as you would any search engintequggity search results
from Yahoo, and watch the donations add up!

Just go towww.GoodShop.conor www.GoodSearch.comand enter BVCSE as the charityou want to support.
And, be sure to spread the word! Anyone who usesetlsites anywhere can help so tell your kidspdse partners—
anyone to join us




This newsletter is being sent to someone who &lland respected.

Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment
A Religious Science Community
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315

Sunday Service 11:30 a.m
Address: 578 Bonanza Trail
Blg Bear Lakeacross from Little Greenhouse, next door to MaBémr's Vitamins)

Phone: 909-866-7100
Fax: 909-866-7100

You can email at:
bvcse@earthlink.net

Visit our website at:
www.bvcse.org




