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Sunday Services, 11:00 a.m.,  385 Summit Boulevard, Big Bear Lake, CA 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
909-584-2040, Email:  bvcse@earthlink.net.  Website: www.bvcse.org 
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Rev. Diane 

Borcyckowski 
Dear Ones, 

This is the season to celebrate and seize the birth of 
our potential! We celebrate the birth and even more, the 
life expression… of a man known as Jesus of Nazareth, 
who incredibly and courageously spoke his Truth in the 
most serious of circumstances and times.  His life in his 
early thirties was as a minister and as a social activist.  
He was born in Purpose to uplift human consciousness 
and this he did by teaching all with whom he came in 
contact that we are here to express the Life of God fully, 
without limit and with Love and respect for Law.  My 
question is – was he successful in fulfilling his purpose? 

My answer is – most certainly, yes.  He did all that 
he did – fearlessly, uncompromisingly, and consistently.  
He lived as an example demonstrating the Law of Mind 
and the Law of Love that heals and reveals the Truth of 
humankind.  But if he did such a good job, how do we 
reconcile all his good works and teachings with the way 
the world looks today and the way people behave today? 
Well, I say that he did his job – now we must do ours.  
In fact, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Jesus for his clarity of message and for his devotion to 
his job.  And I would also like to take this Christmas 
season as an opportunity to remember my own Purpose 
which is to continue in Jesus’ example and remind 
myself to consistently speak, share, demand and practice 
the Truth that he so aptly described.   

I can’t help but think Jesus must have felt the stress 
of his job – he did have to go wrestle in the wilderness 
with his own negativity you know.  He lost patience with 
the moneychangers and tipped over their tables. He was 

quite the disciplinarian with his disciples – just twelve 
guys trying to get it right and he was quite sassy with a 
few Kings too.  

I bring this up so I can justify my recent outburst (at 
home alone) as I became irritated at the advertising and 
media community.  I have heard more than enough about 
how stressful the holiday season is – and we haven’t 
even had Thanksgiving yet, (at the time of this writing).  
It is not stressful! I don’t care if the streets and stores are 
crowded. I don’t care if I don’t get all my presents 
purchased by December 25th. I don’t even care if I gain 
weight (well not too much). What kind of trite concerns 
are these?  These things are not important.  Let’s not 
make Christmas into a circus act! We give “holiday 
pressures” to ourselves.  Every radio and TV station is 
filled with comments about how to prevent burn out and 
shopping frenzy while at the same time barraging us with 
“urgency messages” about what to buy and where to buy 
it. There are more comments… about how to keep from 
overdoing the eating thing and how to stand your 
relatives.  If you can’t get your shopping done – so what! 
Wait for the after Christmas sales and give everyone 
Happy New Year gifts – or better still give to charitable 
organizations in your friends and family’s names!  Don’t 
anticipate having headaches, gaining weight, strangling 
your mother-in-law or anything else. This is the season 
of Love, Peace and Goodwill toward each other – not 
shopping, stress and gluttony.  I hereby bless the calories 
out of all your Christmas cookies, the controlling nature 
out of your mother-in-law and send you happy thoughts 
as you stand in line at the check out counters, if you 
must. (Whew! I feel better now).   

Jesus had his hands full.  So do I. So do you. But I 
am compelled in this season to remember above it all, I 
will settle for nothing less than the Wholeness and Peace 
of Spirit as my Life and as the Life of everyone.  I am 
compelled to remember that Christmas is about standing 
up for the Truth, for the Light and for the Love and to 
make all my actions and responses this season and all 
year long – a tribute to a man who did a good job.  Now 
I can say in all sincerity.  Thank you Jesus! And I think 
he’d say, “you’re welcome Diane – and thank you.” 
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Perhaps if we all remember who we are, while we’re 
at Jesus’ birthday party this year, we will all deserve and 
be able to “hear the sound of God’s voice” saying to us, 
“thou art my beloved child, with thee I am well pleased.” 

Christmas Peace, Christmas Love & Christmas Joy 
to each of you. 
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Joyful Christmas Camaraderie Calendar 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13TH 6:30 P.M. 
You are invited to bring friends, family, children and 

lots of good cheer as we set about for our annual Christmas 
Caroling. We begin by meeting at the church office, 502 
West Big Bear Blvd. in BBC (next to the Tool Shop) to go 
‘a-caroling”. Last year we were very appreciated at several 
locations including our hospital.  In hopes of snow, wear 
your warm woolies; bring a flashlight and some Christmas 
goodies to share.  After our journey, we will return to the 
office and enjoy wonderful food and fellowship.   

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20TH, 7:30 P.M. 
The Christmas Candlelight Healing Service will be one 

of our most treasured times together this holiday season. 
We shall celebrate with a beautiful service of music, candle 
lighting and as always, an inspiring message from Rev. 
Diane.  High Spirits and Rhythm Spirits will sing, as well 
as our beloved Nancy Walker – in addition special guest 
singers, Steve Cassling & Elena Peavy will perform.  Be 
sure and join us for one of our most beautiful services of 
the year!  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31ST, 11:00 A.M. 
Join Rev. Diane and Rev. Bradley Winch as they team 

up to present the 20th Annual World Peace Meditation.  
The celebration of peace began on December 31, 1986 and 
has not changed; only the growing numbers of participants 
changes and the momentum builds for a critical mass of 
positive energy and a chain reaction leading to world 
harmony. 

Spiritual organizations and movements – from Quakers 
to Buddhists to Russians, Italians and Japanese – the world 
over - join together for the purpose of creating a Global 
Mind Link.  Join us as we “unite minds to help heal this 
planet from growing illness…to demand an end to 
hostilities, hunger, poverty and the subjugation of 
individual freedom.” 

John Randolph Price, the founder of the World Peace 
Meditation, sees this as a new beginning, a Genesis 
reflected in a symbolic span of years.  Following the first 
event, it became clear that it must be continued each year 
until “the last one comes into the light” – meaning the last 
one who represents the shifting of balance, the one who 
would tip the scales and be the catalyst for the chain 
reaction leading to Christing of the collective 
consciousness.  

Be with us following the service, for lunch at B’s 
Backyard Bar-b-Que! 

Please join us in December 
 
December 3rd  Illusions – Believe Me 
 
December 10th   The Rules – Follow ‘Em or  
   Break ‘Em! 
 
December 17th   The Faith of Job 
  
December 20th   7:30 p.m. Wednesday  

Christmas Candlelight  
Healing Service 

 
December 24th   The Courtship of the Christ 
 
December 31st My Peace I Give Unto You 

(World Peace Meditation Service) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Board 
 

Between Jingle Bells and Auld Lang Syne 
 
Almost better than a kiss under the mistletoe. This is 

your opportunity to save some tax dollars and support 
BVCSE at the same time. 

We all need to plan for our future.  If you could use 
a tax credit for 2006, please consider the dual benefits of 
year-end charitable contributions.  You may be able to 
earn valuable tax deductions as you contribute directly to 
Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment (BVCSE), 
our spiritual community.   

As we are taught the Law of Circulation works!  As 
you give, a space is made for you to receive.  Consider 
giving yourself a lovely Christmas present – the blessing 
you get as you give – the spirit of the season.  You are 
blessed! 
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Thank you – Thank you – Thank you! 

 

�  A Note From Your Music 
Director 

  
Holidays always remind me of 

how grateful I am! I would like to 
thank each and every one of our 
dedicated musicians and singers, who 
selflessly give of their time and 

talents to our spiritual community. How much joy we 
share! Music somehow lifts us higher, and is such a 
joyous way to express. Thank you to: Bob Kopolow, 
Bob Henrich, Rob Early, Dea Early, Margo Penardi, 
Judy Ferry, Marla Henrich, Sherry Noone, Joan Cline, 
Julie Grandi, JoAnn Mark, Paul Penardi, Taras Stratelak, 
Skip O’Donnell and Terry Sanders. 

We welcome all to our music ministry. Please join us 
for our Monday evening choir practice and fun session 
and for Sunday service. It isn’t necessary to make every 
single rehearsal or service, we accept all at the level they 
are willing to serve. Please call me at (909) 866-3200 so 
that I may put your name on our email list and advise 
you of locations and events! So come sing with us! 

With Love and Gratitude, 
��	����������

�

Your Church Board 
 

Officers 
 

Judy Farry, President  584-1525 
Margo Stewart   584-7637 
Susanne Klump, Secretary   338-9362 
Jan Sloan, Treasurer  866-0652 

 

Members at Large 
Paul Penardi   585-2673 
Bradley Winch   866-5960 

Rev. Diane Borcyckowski  
Home Office:   338-1125 
                Cell:    831-7370 
 

Your Practitioners 
 

These loving souls are available to support you in 
prayer for any challenges you might be facing.  

 

Carolyn Dawley  
585-5350 

 

Sally Cornett  
         936-5284 or 866-3456 

Practitioner’s Corner 
 
This is the season of 

praise.  It is a time to stop and 
remember to daily give 
thanks for all our blessings 
and God’s abundant grace 
that fills our souls – our very 
being-ness. 

Imagine for a moment 
what it must have felt like to 
be one of the Pilgrims setting sail, leaving our comfort 
zone and heading into unknown waters.  What courage it 
must have taken to leave behind all you have ever 
known:  country, home, friends, everything.  Many of us 
who have evacuated during a fire have had a small taste 
of that feeling.  We did not know if we would have a 
place to return to, for our beautiful town could have been 
nothing but blackened ground.  We left with prayers to 
God – “Keep our valley safe.” 

We can be sure that the men and women setting sail 
on their great voyage to freedom prayerfully knowing 
that God was leading them into a far greater good than 
they had ever experienced.  Fear might have been on 
their minds but faith was in their hearts.  Through their 
prayerful reliance on God, they were led to the land of 
great and rich potential.  So each of us, through prayer, 
meditation and the acceptance of Divine guidance, can 
and will be led into new areas of growth and experiences 
where we can express our own highest good to receive 
our richest rewards. 

The “power of positive belief and faith” that 
supported our forefathers in their adventure into the 
unknown still sustains each of us today, tomorrow and 
throughout all time. 

Not only during the time of year but every day, let us 
wake with a prayer of gratitude and faith that we each 
will contribute to the betterment of our home, 
community state and world.  Give thanks for the Divine 
Presence for our blessings, our freedom and our ability 
to share. 

Today, I give thanks to God for leading, guiding and 
directing me into the freedom of right belief.  I am 
grateful for the abundance which is manifested and made 
available to me daily.  I harvest the good and accept all 
the good that is lovingly offered to me.  I will dance and 
sing – love and give thanks for “This is the day the Lord 
has made and I will rejoice and be glad in it.”  And so it 
is. 

Lovingly, 
�������
�	����

�
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A Christmas Carol 2006 is a HIT! 
 
“It was a smash hit again this year at the Performing 

Arts Center.”  We’re talking about Beth Gardner’s 
original adaptation of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas 
Carol.  And part of the reason it was such a success was 

due to some of our 
church members.   

In addition to their 
day jobs – Paul and 
Margo Penardi were 
integral parts of this 
special show.  Paul did 
all the sound for the 
show when meant hours 
and hours in the sound 
booth during rehearsals 
and then the 10 
performances.  Right 
beside him was Margo 
who had a dual role – the 
Props Master as well as a 
speaking part in the 

show.  She was everywhere!  
 John Grandi wowed the audiences at every 

performance with his dynamic and funny portrayal of a 
dead guy, the ghost of Jacob Marley.  Julie Grandi was 
assistant to the director (which she says really means 
“the gopher”) and was all over the place keeping track of 
loose ends.  The Community Arts Theater Society 
(CATS) is a wonderful organization in our Valley which 
brings joy 
to so many 
people.   

Thanks 
go to our 
church 
members 
who gave 
so much of 
their time 
to support 
CATS in 
this special 
Christmas 
presentation, while continuing their extra effort for our 
beloved church. Paul & Margo are here early and late 
every Sunday setting up and taking down after service, 
as well as holding High Spirit rehearsals every week at 
their home. 

Thank to the Grandis and Penardis for all their extra 
efforts at Church and in the community. 

Angel of the Month  
 

“Who ya gonna call?” when 
our spiritual community has a 
need and an opportunity to serve?  
Suzie Curtis!!  Suzie has truly 
been our angel since she and her 
husband, Bob Kopolow, became 
part of our spiritual family over 3 
years ago.  Recently at our 
Thanksgiving feast, when Rev. 
Diane personally thanked our volunteers, Suzie was 
acknowledged in almost every category!  Rev. Diane has 
said, “Suzie has indeed been my right hand since the day I 
was hired.  When Bob took her away for a month’s rest in 
Colorado, I had withdrawal symptoms.” 

Where does one begin to acknowledge all the ways in 
which Suzie has helped our church to prosper?   

Suzie has served as president of our Board of Trustees 
(twice) during a very important transitional period.  She 
stepped up and held the course and vision for us to succeed.  
She remains today in an advisory capacity to the Board, 
along with Carolyn Dawley, to lend her expertise and 
guidance. 

Suzie worked tirelessly from beginning to end on the 
success of our “Always, Patsy Cline” event.  She 
coordinated and presented a “champagne pre-party” fit for a 
Hollywood premiere.  Suzie has successfully headed our 
holiday greenery sales for the last two years and has 
generously donated and participated in the success of our 
annual auction.  This is to name but a few of the ways in 
which she has served our church. 

Her husband Bob Kopolow joined her life 16 years ago 
and describes some of the areas that Suzie has been 
involved in.  Suzie volunteered for over seven years for the 
Boulder County (Colorado) Domestic Violence Safehouse 
Guild where she worked in long-term planning and fund 
raising.  During two concurrent years, she also volunteered 
with the Emergency Family Assistance program in Boulder 
and more than five years Suzie was a Victim Advocate for 
the Police Department where she helped many victims of 
crime to survive a difficult experience.  

When Suzie and Bob moved to Catalina Island in 1996, 
she studied to become a docent at the Catalina Island 
Museum where she served for six years. It didn’t take long 
for the museum director to take notice and ask Suzie to 
serve on the Board of Trustees which she did for almost 
four years until she and Bob moved to Big Bear. 

Having studied metaphysics since she was 21, Suzie 
was very pleased to find our spiritual community in the 
mountains.  She loves us and wants to see the Center find a 
more permanent home, spread our message and grow, 
grow, grow. 

�Suzie is truly an inspiration to us all.  She is a lady 
who “walks the talk,” and we are blessed to have her be 
such an integral part of our spiritual community.  Thank 
you, Suzie, for all you do. 
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THE BEAR VALLEY CENTER FOR SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT 
Presents 

 

F.O.C.U.S. 
“Finding Obstacles Causing Unconscious Sabotage” 

 
 

FACILITATED BY: DR. LEE GIBSON, Ph.D 
 

You were born into a puzzle of family, friends and culture and with the innate wisdom to put the pieces 
together in ways that support nurturing you. 

 
 

WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU SET ASIDE THREE DAYS TO CAREFULLY EXAMINE  YOUR PUZZLE? 
 
¨ You will discover that troublesome areas can be seen with clarity and that they are just old habits of 

thinking, feeling and actions that are no longer useful. 
 
¨ You will be able to dissolve the habits that block you from freely expressing yourself in Relationship, 

Career, Finance, Health and Creativity. 
 

¨ You will discover that when old habits are dropping away, your mind is automatically constructing new 
and supportive ones. 

 
¨ You will enjoy the daily creativity that mental and emotional flexibility makes possible. 
 

How Focus Works 
Based in a simple premise that being stuck is the result of having too many good answers and not enough 

good questions, FOCUS uses data, a system of inquiry, tools and one-on-one processing that helps you find 
and dissolve your stuck places.  You will realize that your life learning has been like watering the lawn – as 
you water the grass you water the weeds at the same time.  The weeds are what we go after in FOCUS. 

 
What People are Saying About Focus 

There are two areas where my life has dramatically changed.  Before taking FOCUS I drifted along vaguely 
“hoping and praying” that somehow things would work out.  Now I’ve learned the importance of clearly 
establishing my intention – what I intend to happen is what happens!  Another area that was dramatically 
changed is “response-ability”. My kids and I don’t let each other get away with saying things like “She makes me 
so mad!” We do it to ourselves.  This knowledge is so empowering! I’m glad that, thanks to attending FOCUS, my 
children are learning this early – sparing themselves years of pain and frustration.  -- J. Z. 

How does one go about explaining an experience that helped to “live again”?  How can one describe a 
process that brought a sense of hope that all is not lost; a sense that there is a new today and better tomorrow?  If 
one can accomplish that then they have fully described the FOCUS weekend.  I have been through counseling, 
grieving groups, etc. for eighteen years. In thirty-nine hours I was given more than in all of the previous 187,680.   
-- C.B. 

When I went to the FOCUS weekend I had an issue for which I could not forgive myself. It was an old issue 
that churned around in my mind (especially at night). It probably contributed to my breast cancer three years ago.  
Without revealing to the group what it was, I was able to use a process during the workshop and resolve the issue.  
The miracle is that it’s completely dissolved and I don’t even think about it anymore. -- D.K.-B. 

 

FOCUS requires courage… come join us. 
When:  January 26 – 28, (Fri. 26th, 9am to 10pm), (Sat. 27th, 9 a.m. to 10 PM), (Sun 28th, 2pm to 10pm) 
Where:  Center for Spiritual Enrichment, Office/Classroom 502 W. Big Bear Blvd, Big Bear City 
Cost:  $485  (A non-refundable deposit of $100 will hold your place. Enrollment limited to 20) 

 
For further information call Mary Aqleh at 714-896-8400. 
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F.O.C.U.S. 
(Continued) 

 

About the Facilitator 
 

Dr. Lee Gibson has had a 
successful private practice 
since 1971. Master Peace 
Institute, his educational 
organization located in 
Garden Grove, California is 
dedicated to expanding human 
awareness by teaching people 
how to think – not what to 
think.   
 

Speaking to church groups, school faculties, 
businesses, professional and humanitarian organizations, 
Dr. Gibson teaches a simple method for thinking and 
communicating that resolves conflicts, builds teams and 
brings greater satisfaction to all relationships.  Lee 
brings humor, clarity and deep appreciation for all 
people to his presentations. 

Through his workshops, seminars, lectures, private 
sessions and books, Lee is well known for providing a 
safe place where people achieve a more deeply 
satisfying spiritual and professional life. 
 

www.masterpeaceinstitute.com  
thegibsonmethod@aol.com 

(714) 896-8400 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bear Valley Center for  
Spiritual Enrichment 
A Religious Science Community 

 
 
 
 
 

Our purpose is to inspire and nurture spiritual growth 
by accepting a loving, all-inclusive community 
through teaching, healing, and serving for the highest 
good of all. 

 
 
 
 
 
We are the Mind of God knowing, the Heart of 
God loving, and the Hands of God serving. 

 
Many are the ways all of us pray to One God. 

 

December Birthdays 
 

      
 
 
 
Sally Cornett Tabetha Johnson 
Bob Bussey  Beverly Coatsworth 
Norma Walker Ron Yeager 
Leslie L'Heureux Suzanne Klump 
Helene Erickson Kathy Klawiter 
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Meet our Sponsors 
 

ADVERTISE! 
 Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you provide.  We want to support you!  You are 

invited to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches over 300 people.  Please provide camera-ready 
art and a check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the January issue by December 15th. 

Questions? Call 909-584-2040 
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This newsletter is being sent to someone who is loved and respected. 
 
Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
A Religious Science Community 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
 

Sunday Service:  Masonic Lodge 
Address:  385 Summit Boulevard 
Time:  11:00 a.m. 
 

Church Offices: 
502 W. Big Bear Blvd. 
Big Bear City, CA 92314 
 

Phone:  909-584-2040 
Fax:      909-584-2040 
 

You can email at: 
bvcse@earthlink.net 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.bvcse.org 
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