..... Open at the Top....

Sunday Services, 11:30 a.m. 578 Bonanza Trail, Big Bear Lake

(Across the street from the Little Greenhouse florist)

(Next door to Mama Bear’s Vitamins)

P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315
909-866-7100, Email: bvcse@earthlink.net. Website: www.bvcse.org

Our purpose is to inspire and nurture spiritual gt by accepting a loving, all inclusive
community through teaching, healing, and servingtlie highest good of all.
We are the Mind ¢God knowing, the Heart of Gooving, and th Hands of God servin

April Topics

Apr 4™
Jalley
TER
Apr 11™;
Spring has Sprung!
The Light of God surrounds us,
The Love of God enfolds us, Apr 25"

The Peace of God fills us,

For wherever we are... God is, | am.

And so it is.

Celebrating the Teachings of Jesus
Easter is a time of personal renewal and
resurrectiorand to reflect on the teachings
of Jesus. He lived in a world of spiritual
realization far beyond what the average man
can understand. We will look at the teach-
ings and lessons through the interpretation of
Dr. Ernest Holmes and other teachers who
have blessed us with their observations of
the life of Jesus

Living the Good Life
With the accent on the good aspects of life
our lives move from mediocrity to high vibe.
Good thoughts sweep us up and away out of
our ego selves into the knowing and
embracing that all is well...all is good, all
the time.

The Rising of the Phoenix
The Phoenix Bird rose from the ashes and
was reborn. We will take a look at that
story and apply it to ourselves and how we
can be of help to those who are in need of our
“holding the Light” while they are rising
above personal ashes. What can we do...
what can we say to help?

The History and Teachings of TAO
Tao is another word for God and is an
Eastern philosophy. The Taoist attitude is to
go with life—to go all the way, without any
conditions or fear. Wherever life leads,
joyously go with it.



From our Minister

Practitioner’'s Corner

Dear Beloveds,

Spring is back...just like
she promised she would be.
And while the drifts and piles
of snow lay upon the winter
earth, magic was taking place.
The urge to show us the green
of the grass and the upshooting of the once dormant
bulbs will not be denied. “Here we are,” they ted
“and aren’t we something to behold?”

And as we come forth from the long winter our souls
stir within. It is a time of renewal of resurrexti from
the dormancy of sameness and cold weather routine.
is a time for us to look at ourselves and eachradinel
shout, “Aren’'t we something to behold?” For we!are
Our smiles rival the beauty of the Easter lily, ¢goy
spreads like the cherry blossoms on a breeze. Our
exquisite God-self expands as we see the facesoisJe
the Christ in all our brothers and sisters. Jésught us
many beautiful lessons of life and Easter is a rimegdinl
time to celebrate and honor them. He told us ithest
done unto us as we believe and that good thoughts
produce good harvest.

These are the
cornerstones of ou
philosophy, our faith, our
way of life. Our founder,
Ernest Holmes, taught u
that Jesus lived in a worl
of spiritual realization far| A€
beyond that of which the ™
average man has an)
understanding. He
discerned spiritual truth,
why or how we do not
know, and Dr. Holmes
said it does not make any
difference...because
have the lessons. And the lessons from Jesusfteréog
us. And as we embrace and live them we open tike r
petals and lotus blossoms with the desire to live i
beauty with grace and ease. | invite you to tsdwme
time out and sit in the sun and spend time witludesd
Ernest Holmes while you read The Science of Mittd.
IS a great renewal and resurrection of Spirit.

we

Happy Easter and joy,

"April, the Angel
of the Months™"

--Vita Sackville

lt's true! Perhaps it'SEuEs
because April is so full offssE

dazzling sunlight. Maybe it's====2

because the earth seems greener or because it's tf
resurrection that is this month's signature. Cas lie
why our spirit starts to soar? As the season al eold
darkness diminish; as the time of light increases i
strength we each continue to grow gracefully, cvet

and joyously. Every day God puts something good in
your way! Be ready to always receive your good.

The following is my message to each of you. It has
been published in the Grizzly in 2008 and 2009. |
believe it is timely and | trust you will feel thi® be
true, too.

The Key to Life

Any thought of the Easter season is almost cettain
call to mind the Crucifixion and the Resurrectioh o
Jesus of Nazareth. Our first reaction is to reghel
Easter story as an account of an earthshaking even
which took place some 20 centuries ago.

A closer look at the narrative reveals it to be an
eternal memorial to a victory over the death exgar
achieved by a particular man. We read that Jesug w
through the ordeal of the Crucifixion and on thedh
day he was Resurrected and returned into the giifiel
His experience was roof that a condition seemiragy
final as death had no power to hold any human af Go
bondage.

In our own personal application of the Easter
symbology, we quickly see that if we are to restirre
"that mind in us which was also in Christ Jesu® th
inner way must be made clear for it to come fortthis
we do by eliminating or crucifying the attitudes of
consciousness blocking its way. As we forsakeadilde
we enter into the new. In fact, we go through this
process each time we learn a new skill or
accomplishment. We have crucified (let go of) the
belief in "l can't" and resurrected (renewed) itlasan".

This is the golden key to life. This key is in our
hands now. It is up to us to turn this key in ek of
our individual experience and open the door toeatgr
possibility. It is the privilege of all of us taeer into a
new realization of the resurrection today, tajthat
triumphant procession of the ever expanding soul.

God is Life and in Him there is no death. God is
Love, and "perfect love casteth out fear". As wee
into this life let us know that we are forever ami¢h the
living of God's everlasting love. Love guides usvrend



always. Love prepares the way for us here, and love
prepares the way for us there. We sing the song of
eternity. We chant the hymns of the living: for ldenot
dead, "He has risen.”

The Christ triumphs over death and the grave,
breaking through the tomb of human limitations itite
dawn of eternal expansion. The Christ rises from th
ashes of human hopes, pointing the way to a greater
realization of life. We are never left without atméss of
the Eternal.

Love and blessings,
Your Practitioner

Message from the Board

As one of the newest
members on your Board of
Directors, | would like to thank
all of you for giving me this
opportunity to serve you. We,
on the board, would also like to
thank all of the members of
this past year’'s board for all of
their long hours and positive
energy that found us our new
church home as well as our
new minister. Now the fun can
begin! Our opportunities for growth and enrichmare
endless. Let us begin by getting involved, and
volunteering wherever your time and interest leauls

We all enjoy our time within our church
community, so how about if we all invite friendsjtin
us here at service? We are looking for additiarslers
and greeters to make all of our visitors feel welecas
they enter our church. Please contact me if ya ar
interested in being one of those smiling and cherf
people, greeting everyone as they enter. My nurisber
909-584-7508. | began my volunteering a number of
years ago as a greeter, and have enjoyed doingeit e
since.

Our new board and minister are filled with energy
and new ideas for fundraising and getting our dmurc
name out there in the community. Please keep tip wi
all of this by reading your monthly church newsett
and your weekly sheet of announcements at service.

May I we will be having our first Spring Boutique
at the church. The Holiday Boutique was quite @ess
and a lot of fun for all who participated.

This Spring Carolyn Dawley and her committee
will begin landscaping our church back yard soohere
we can spend time and hold special outdoor evarttsei
future. Easter is upon us, and each year we @il o

-3-

church with Easter lilies, beautiful music and &dal
message from our minister. It is a wonderful tirsued a
pleasure to experience.

There is a lot to look forward to, and become
involved with, and we anticipate sharing it all kvitou.

Namaste,

Board Vice-President

BVCSE Music Director
Help Wanted..

After eight loving years of service, our Nancy
Walker is taking a well-deserved page turn in her
book of Life.  While she will continue to co-
manage the Imagine Gift & Bookstore and continue
her fund-raising help for our Center, she has
stepped down from the weekly responsibility of
Music Director. We are so blessed to have one of
High Spirits, Margo Penardi, step in as Interim
Music Director — but we do need to begin looking
for someone to fill Nancy’s “big” shoes. (Big in
terms of talent, of course.)

If you know of someone who might be a
candidate, here is what they will need to do:

Plan all music for Sunday services
Choose Sunday service music appropriate to
Rev. Sherry’s Sunday message.
Provide music and lyrics to accompanist and
to choir members.
Research new music via CDs, Internet and
music conferences

Direct the Choir
Hold Choir practice weekly, and a run-
through of the music on Sunday before
service.
Teach new music to the choir for future
weeks
Review current week’s music for Sunday
service
Send reminder emails to choir about
rehearsals or changes in schedule.

We will also be looking for an accompanist to work
with the Music Director and High Spirits. And..
both of these are paying positions!



Your Minister & Practitioners

Carolyn Dawley
909-585-5350

Sally Cornett
936-5284 or 866-3456

Rev. Sherry Serkes
909-547-0278
702-528-5528

These loving souls are available to support ygorayer
for any challenges you might be facing.

April Birthdays

Alison Benjamin Apr §
Clairette Keogh Apr'9 0
Susan Conley Apr 12

Bobbie Egelund Apr 15

Dea Early Apr 18

Joan Cline Apr 17

JoAnn Mark Apr 29

(Bobbie Hunsaker, 4/7/18 to 7/5/09)

Your Church Board

Officers
Liz Harris, President 744-2213
Susan Conley, Vice President 951-202-5075
Sherry Noone, Secretary 338-9362
Sally Cornett, Co-Treasurer 936-5284
Sherrie Kral, Co-Treasurer 262-1760
Members
Carolyn Dawley 585-5350
Lorraine Taylor 584-7332
Board Advisors
Julie Grandi 709-8670
Leslie L'Heureux 936-1179
Spiritual Advisor
Rev. Sherry Serkes 547-0278

702-528-5528

Legal Advisors
338-9362

866-5960

Suzanne Klump
Bradley Winch
Newsletter Staff
Sherry Noone — Editor
Julie Grandi — Design

Church Administrative Assistant
Sandy Morrell

February 2010 Operating Financials
(Excludes Landscaping & Imagine Funds)

Collections $ 5,628
Other income $ 680
Total income $ 6,308
Expenses ($ 10,057)
Net February income ($ 3,794)

February Attendance

Feb 7 33
Feb 14 45
Feb 2 32
Feb 2§ 32
Feb Total 150
Feb Avg. 37

Special Visitor

The Two Revs

What a Magic Sunday in March. Rev. Diane Bor-

cyckowski came back to Big Bear for a visit andséz

for the first time the beautiful new Center we have
demonstrated, and meet our fabulous new Rev Sherry.

Rev Diane is still living in Oregon and came toitvis
Lorraine Taylor, who hosted a potluck for her.whs a
joy to see these two lovely minister souls connget
with each other. At Rev. Sherry’s suggestion, \ad h

big welcome banner for Rev Di that Sunday with well

wishes and signatures from her BVCSE friends.



Meet Margo Penardi, our new IMD!

Our Special Accompanists

As noted earlier in the
newsletter, our long time Music
Director, Nancy Walker, has
stepped down from that role.
What to do, what to do, what to
do...

Well, leave it to the high
spirits of our High Spirits gang
to help us manage through this

transition. And what a treat when our own High Bpir
Margo Penardi, said Yes. Yes to stepping out akihg

on the leadership role of High Spirits — on top hafr
already fully scheduled life as a teacher, wife,mmo
DOVES volunteer and many other things. She’s atway
done so many things, quietly and in the backgrouhgkll

it's over now. We want you to all know our own ida
Penardi a little better. So here goes...

Margo has been a member of BVCSE since about
2001 when she joined her husband, Paul, at a seatithe
Masonic Lodge to check out the sound system thatdse
helping the center to set up. It immediately fi&kt home
and they both became members soon after thatvisit
Paul started playing the drums at church (afteD-gehr
hiatus from drumming!), and then Margo began siggin
with the choir, and continues to this day.

Prior to joining BVCSE and the choir, Margo became
involved with CATS (Community Arts Theatre Society)
and spent many years onstage as part of the chiorus
many musicals, with an occasional role in non-malsic
productions. Other musically-related activities lime
singing with the Mission Viejo Chorus of Sweet Adek;
performing in two “melodrama” productions at the dde
Lodge in Fawnskin; and taking voice lessons witlarii
Sloane which culminated in two solo performancedyet,
and a trio performance at the PAC. Margo alsoyenjo
dance and participated in specialty dance actsAmSC
Broadway A’ la Carteand was a dancer in last year's
performance oFandanceat the PAC.

Margo also has a day job...She has spent 18 years as
speech-language pathologist in the Bear Valley igahif
School District. She is also very involved with BES
and has been a member of their Board of Directors f
nearly 10 years. Margo and Paul are the very proud
parents of two beautiful daughters, Kaylinn andrkemnd
two very rambunctious Yorkies, Maddi and Teddy.

Margo says she is very honored to be directing High
Spirits right now and appreciates all of the supfuwat she
has received from members of the choir and the
congregation. High Spirits and Rhythm Spirits laaking
forward to a new and exciting phase as BVCSE eméns
its second year in our own home, and as we contioue
move forward with our new spiritual leader, Reveren
Sherry!

Skip O’Donnell, thanks being there for us!

Mike Cross coming for April & May, Yay!

Just teasing, Julie




Workshop on

The practical tdangs of
Abraham-Hicks

April 10™;

April 17™;

April 24™;

Where: Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment
578 Bonanza Trail, Big Bear Lake

(across from Little Greenhouse, next door to MaMad@&s Vitamins)

When: Saturdays: April 10, April 17, and April 24
10:00 a.m. to noon
Facilitated by:  Rev. Sherry Serkes

Cost: $20 per Saturday, or $50 for three Saturdays
Reservations:  Call the Center Office at 909-866-7100

The first Saturday will have the showingTdie Secret Behind the Secret,
featuring in-depth interviews with Jerry & Estheickk and Abraham. It explains
how this all started, how Jerry & Esther met and llley met Abraham. We will
hear Abraham describe themselves as a “group ausess from the non-
physical dimension.” They have told Esther thaemdver we feel moments of
great love, exhilaration, pure joy... that is thergyeof Source, and that is who
Abraham “is.”

Discussion of the Emotional Scale and Processes ibraham-Hicks’ best seller
Ask and It Is Given The book received rave reviews from Neale Dondédsch,
John Gray, Dr. Wayne Dyer, Jack Canfield and Alahé.

Discussion of Abraham-Hicks latest boblke Vortex Where the Law of
Attraction assembles all Cooperative Relationship®/e will take a look at the
myriad of false premises that are at the hearvefyeuncomfortable relationship
issue.

How to be Happy on Purpose. You are a creatoryoeate with your every thought.
Joy is the Point. The Law of Attraction is managingur every attention.

Experience the teachings of
Jerry & Esther Hicks...and Abraham, such as...




ADVERTISE!

Let your spiritual community know about the services aodyects you provideWe want to support youYou are invited
to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, wiiabhes over 300 people. Please provide camera-ready art and a
check for $25 to the church office (or any Board memberhieMay issue by April 1%
Questions? Call 909-866-7100

Shop Till you Drop...

What if BVCSE earned a penny every time you searthe Internet? Or how about if a percentage ofyeparchase
you made online went to support our spiritual ceatel help it grow? Well, now it can!

Many of us “on the hill” already shop online to sayas and time and to be kind to our lungs! Good®lom is a
new online shopping malvhich will donate 3% to 7% of each purchase to faumorite cause! Many hundreds of great
stores including Amazon, Target, Gap, Best Buy,yeBmoldwater Creek, Chico’s, NordstromMlacy's and Barnes &
Noble have teamed up with GoodShop and every tiowepface an order, you'll be supporting BVCSE. Yan even
rent a car, buy airline tickets or book a cruisd be charitable at the same tirRdease go to GoodShop.com and check
out all the merchants and just how easy it is!

Also, GoodSearch.com is a new Yahoo-powered seangime that donates half its advertising revenbeuta
penny per search, to the charities its users datgghlse it just as you would any search enginequgity search results
from Yahoo, and watch the donations add up!

Just go towww.GoodShop.conor www.GoodSearch.comnd enter BVCSE as the charityou want to support.
And, be sure to spread the word! Anyone who usesetlsites anywhere can help so tell your kidsndise partners—
anyone to join us




This newsletter is being sent to someone who &lland respected.

Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment
A Religious Science Community
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315

Sunday Service 11:30 a.m
Address: 578 Bonanza Trail
Blg Bear Lakeacross from Little Greenhouse, next door to MaBémr's Vitamins)

Phone: 909-866-7100
Fax: 909-866-7100

You can email at:
bvcse@earthlink.net

Visit our website at:
www.bvcse.org



