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Sunday Services, 11:30 a.m.  578 Bonanza Trail, Big Bear Lake  
(Across the street  from the Little Greenhouse florist) 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 

909-866-7100, Email:  bvcse@earthlink.net.  Website: www.bvcse.org 
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The Doors are OPEN, March 15, 2009! 

 

 
 

High Spirits tuning up… 
 

 

Please join us in April 
 

(All Services now at the Bonanza Trail church) 
 

 
April 5th The 3 Greatest Inventions of All Time 
   Renewing our consciousness –  

entering the Divine 
 
Dr. Jonathan Scott Vakneen 

“Dr. J” 
 

April 12th Easter Service 
 
High Spirits led by Nancy  
Walker, with Michael  
McConnell as special guest. 

 
 
April 19th  Calming the Stormy Seas of Life with  
  our Light.   

 
Rev. Sue Crane 

   
(Pupuhi kukui – malino ke kat) 

This talk blends Hawaiian “huna”  
spirituality with New Thought.   

 

April 26th  Awakening to Oneness – Moving from 
 Suffering to Bliss 

    
Rev. Sue Crane 

 
This talk will be on the path of the 
practical mystic – how everything fully 
experienced turns eventually to bliss.   

Our purpose is to inspire and nurture spiritual growth by accepting a loving, all inclusive 
community through teaching, healing, and serving, for the highest good of all.  

We are the Mind of God knowing, the Heart of God loving, and the Hands of God serving. 
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Practitioner’s Corner  
 

In The Middle of a Miracle 
 

High Spirits sang that song for 
us on our first Sunday in our new 
home. How appropriate for the way 
we are all feeling. We are always in 
the middle of a miracle but this one 
is very special for our Spiritual 
community. We Religious Scientists 

know all that has transpired first began in consciousness. 
Our combined consciousness was able to allow and accept 
the good God always wanted for us. 

I have always thought how nice it would be to have a 
church building so we wouldn’t have to do church in a 
box. The Penardis, I, and many others, for many years, 
have stayed in shape putting church together each week 
and then putting it away. It wasn’t until last summer that 
Spirit broke through to me. I was comfortable knowing 
Spirit had been sustaining our church for so many years 
because we are a good healing and teaching faith and way 
of life. I was pondering why after so many years we still 
seemed to be just staying alive. Our minister was leaving, 
we met twice and we pretty unanimously decided to go 
forward as a church.  

I began conversations with Spirit about how to make 
our Spiritual community strong and robust. We just lost a 
fine minister but I knew another would appear. We have 
lots of great members and friends, though some hadn’t 
been around for a while because of our evening service. 
We have swell music. We are open, loving, all inclusive, 
forgiving, and non-judgmental. We teach truth in such a 
reasonable way. What is missing? I asked. Finally Spirit 
caused me to realize the missing ingredient. A home not 
just for convenience sake but, for God’s sake! A home that 
we could better serve all people in or out of our Spiritual 
family was the missing ingredient! From that point of 
understanding to this moment we have been in the middle 
of a very special miracle. 

Our charming building gives us pride of ownership. It 
also gives us credibility, stability, and the ability to serve 
and thrive. The next best part is that we are on the 
threshold of even more good. We have all held the belief 
and faith needed in consciousness. Together we are 
experiencing the effect of our commitment to continue as a 
church. Spirit was able to speak into the hearts of everyone 
necessary to make our church home a reality.  

Marty, Bob and Marla, Nancy, Judy, and all the angels 
who have helped and worked on this step into our future 
have all been spoken to by Spirit. Spirit is still at work for 
us speaking into hearts as I write this. Everyday our needs 
continue to be met. The other day Don Meline gave us the 
biggest refrigerator I’ve ever cleaned. John, Bill, and Art 
brought a load of landscape timbers and then went to fetch 
the refrigerator and another load of timbers! Last Sunday 

Cathy and Bradley brought us a brand new microwave. 
Nancy’s neighbor sold us a fine range and another of her 
friends gave us that beautiful patio set in the back yard. 
Mark and Margaret Westling donated and Mark installed 
our new front door and all the lever style hardware 
required by the city. Mark also remodeled the handicap 
bathroom and built the handicap ramps and replaced the 
frame around the small bathroom window. He is now 
making shelves to hold our speakers. You might say 
Spirit has been singing loudly into his heart!  

I’m having another vision. It is of the backyard 
becoming a beautiful wedding garden. Renting our 
beautiful building in or outside for weddings will help 
pay our mortgage. Weddings will help supplement our 
minister’s income. In the lower part of the backyard we 
can make a meditation garden. My gosh, we even have a 
choir that can be bought! We will have outdoor services 
and concerts. “Make a space and they will come” and 
when they do we will be beacons of love and light 
demonstrating and sharing all that we have learned. 

So now we have wonderful members and friends, a 
smart dedicated board of directors, proven great 
consciousness, extraordinary music, a charming little 
church complete with bookstore and gift shop and a 
potential backyard that could provide income. WOW! 
We are so blessed. The last ingredient for our success, 
our minister, is seeking us as we are seeking him or her 
or them right now. Soon we will have all the ingredients 
Spirit told me of last summer.  

As this miracle unfolds around us we get to take part 
in creating for God’s sake a beautiful space for teaching, 
healing, and serving. [God threw in the convenience and 
the extra cupboard space because It loves us. She told 
me that too]. We are in awe as Spirit manifests all that 
will ever be needed for our highest and best good. May 
the joy and excitement of this time bless all of you. It 
took our combined consciousness to allow all this good 
and to accept it. I pray the Divine demonstration we are 
experiencing inspires each one and confirms to all that if 
we let go and let God great things will happen. Take 
these events into your personal life. Let God prove to 
you It can do anything!   
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The Chair Committee!!!   Updated 
 

Two more chairs have joined us, thanks to 
Mark & Margaret Westling! 

 
Can’t wait to see you in them… 
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A Message from your 
New Board President 

 
Where to begin…I was elected 

to the Board of Trustees a year ago 
– with the proviso that I would not 
take an office – my “plan” was just 
to be a worker bee and get involved 
with projects and fundraising… and 
God laughed!   

As of our first Board meeting 
in February, I found myself as your 
new president.  I know we are all at 
the right place at the right time, so 

now is my time to serve.  I could not be blessed with a more 
talented and dedicated group to support our church – Sherry 
McDaniel has stepped up as our new vice-president, Sherry 
Noone as secretary, and (we are knowing that we are so 
abundant and prosperous) we had to appoint two people as co-
treasurers, Liz Harris and Julie Grandi!  JoAnn Mark is 
manager of tithe selection and Carolyn Dawley leads us in 
spiritual consciousness . . . and God smiled. 

My goal for this year as your president is for the new Board 
and our congregation to function as a “team.”  We are truly at 
the dawn of a new existence for our spiritual community.  We 
are so blessed to be stepping into our new church home!  I love 
the clean, light energy of our new space.  We now have a place 
where we can hold weddings, memorials, classes, seminars, 
community outreach – the possibilities are endless!  I would 
like each and every one of you to “own” our new home and be 
involved in this new adventure – so know that we will be 
looking at you to share in these exciting endeavors! 

  BVCSE will be in existence 60 years this year – 
since 1949 – and as some of you may already know, our new 
church building was erected in 1949.  It has just been sitting 
here waiting for “US” all this time.  As Dustin Hoffman said in 
the movie Rainman, “he pushed and pulled and hurt my neck,” 
which is exactly what we had been doing for the last several 
years.  We looked at every vacant building, nook and cranny in 
the Valley and struggled with trying to figure out a way to 
come up with the money to find a place of our own – we were 
definitely “pushing and pulling!” . . . and, again, God laughed.   

In the business world the term “Rainmaker” is used for 
people who are movers and shakers – they step up to a higher 
level and get whatever needs to be done taken care of.  We are 
truly blessed to have “Rainmakers” in our midst.  Carolyn 
Dawley went to the extreme of breaking a tooth so she would 
have to go to the dentist and be led to pass this beautiful vacant 
building which was to become our new home.  And, lo and 
behold, Marla Henrich and Marty Lipp at the same time found 
themselves in a position to loan us the money to make it all 
possible.  Nancy Walker, our businesswoman extraordinaire', 
traversed the maze of City Hall and contractors – she walked us 
through the process of getting a certificate of occupancy, 
making sure all our “i's” were dotted and our “t's” were crossed 
while keeping all in the highest integrity.  No more pushing and 
pulling to try to make things fit and happen in our own time!  
And, God smiled! 

 We are now in the process of receiving candidates for 
our open pulpit.  We know that the exact right, perfect 
person is on their way to us right now.  We would like for 
you all to join in this process by coming to church and 
getting acquainted with our candidating ministers.  This is 
your church – your spiritual home – and the selection will 
be yours to make. 

 I will always be open to your concerns and comments.  
If there is anything you would like to discuss regarding our 
spiritual community and church activities (or to volunteer 
your time and services� ), please feel free to contact me or 
any member of our Board.  But, for now . . . I will 
paraphrase from Rev. Dr. Harry Morgan Moses from the 
first Religious Science church I attended -- “May we go in 
the Light, as the Light, and with the Light; may the long 
time Sun shine upon us, All Love surround us, and the Pure 
Light within us guide us on our way” . . . and I am sure 
God is beaming! 
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Meet the Board – JoAnn Mark 
 
I was a little puzzled when 

our newsletter editor asked me to 
write on the subject of "Quilting" 
for the newsletter.  However, 
after thinking about it a bit, I 
realize it fits very nicely into an 
activity that allows me to slip into 
a state of mind where I can enjoy 
close communion with Spirit.  As 
a social pastime, working on a 
project with other quilters is totally enjoyable, but it's the 
alone time that I really cherish. 

I started sewing as a teenager and discovered long ago 
my favorite kind of shopping is in a fabric store "feeling the 
goods" and selecting colors.  Rather than the current, faster 
method of machine quilting, I still prefer old-fashioned 
hand-quilting.  It allows me to enter a meditative state 
where many watery thoughts (as I call them) flow 
pleasantly and peacefully through my mind.  I sense a 
connection with the past and the future as my needle moves 
in and out creating a pattern that will last many years.  My 
thoughts, as my sister said. "forever bear wisps and 
memories of the Amish" who were my ancestors, as well as 
all quilters of by-gone years when making the bed-covers 
that a family needed was a necessity as well as an 
opportunity to tap into one's creative self.  So too will 
"Mom's", "Grandma's", and now "Great-Grandma’s" quilts 
provide my link to the future. 

I recognize how very blessed I am that many hours of 
my senior years are being spent plying my loved craft of 
quilting. 

�
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About our Wall Hangings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The beautiful quilted wall hangings in our community 

room symbolize eight of the world's great religions. All these 
religions acknowledge that there is One Power, Force or God, 
which is self-existent; and from this One Power all things 
emanate. All of Life flows from It and is a part of It. Nothing 
exists separate from it. Religious Science studies all peoples’ 
knowledge and draws from each, taking the best from every 
study. All of these religions have brought us the highest 
enlightenment of the ages. 

The images were created by members of our Spiritual 
community and reflect The Shamanic Traditions, Hinduism, 
Judaism, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, Baha'i and New 
Thought. We also have a large mandala of The Tao which will 
be displayed outdoors for special services. 
Our studies are a collaboration of science, philosophy, and all 
religious thought and this art work is a reflection of our 
commitment to remain open to new thoughts and new 
understandings of the lives we live and share.   Namaste   

 

Your Practitioners 
 

Carolyn Dawley  
888-584-2040 

 

Sally Cornett  
936-5284 or 866-3456 

�

These loving souls are available to support you in prayer 
for any challenges you might be facing. 

 

April Birthdays 
 
        

 
Bobbie Hunsaker  Turns 91 on Apr 7th  
Susan Conley   Apr 12th  (Easter birthday!) 
Bobbie Egelund   Apr 15th  
Dea Early    Apr 16th  
JoAnn Mark    Apr 29th  

 

Your New Church Board 
 

 
 

New Board:  Caroyn Dawley, Leslie L’Heureux, 
Sherry McDaniel, JoAnn Mark, Julie Grandi, Sherry 

Noone. 
Liz Harris was out of town this Sunday 

 
Officers 

Leslie L’Heureux, President  585-9862 
Sherry McDaniel, Vice President      310-497-7389 
Sherry Noone, Secretary  338-9362 
Liz Harris, Treasurer   866-1074 
Julie Grandi, Co-Treasurer  585-6528�

 
Members at Large 

 
Carolyn Dawley   585-5350 
JoAnn Mark    584-7332 
 

Board Advisors 
Suzie Curtis   584-7747 
Suzanne Klump, Secretary   338-9362 
Bradley Winch, Treasurer  866-5960 

 
 

Weekly Meditation 
 
Our wonderful practitioner, Carolyn Dawley, 

has been holding meditations for 13 years; guess 
how good she is at it! We meet at 10:00 on 
Wednesday mornings. 

Her home is at 816 Mountain Lane in Big Bear 
City and is easy to find, please call Carolyn at 909-
585-5350 or Suzie at 909-584-7747 if you would 
like directions.  
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Return to the Divine Self Within –  
 with Aundra, our Yogini 

 
 The Lotus, an enduring spiritual 

symbol in India, gives us hope for a 
peaceful world. Its roots are bound in 
the mud yet it grows upward toward the 
light. Finally it breaks through and 
becomes a thing of transcendent beauty. 

This is our task too - to reach toward the light 
and become sources of beauty and peace in the world. 

It is important for us to remember that we must receive 
enlightenment; we cannot manufacture it. Our aim is to 
become as spiritually open as the Lotus to receive the 
Divine. We allow ourselves to realize that what we do is in 
fact being done through us, by our willing cooperation with 
Spirit.  Our practice will be directed not toward outward 
appearances and display, but inward to the center of our own 
being. Allowing every outward movement to proceed from 
this inner center, our practice becomes an affirmation of, 
followed by a return to, the Divine Self Within. 

As we enter into and embrace the Now, we come to 
realize an ever more vibrant, internalized awareness. 
 

Beginning on April 7, 2009, join me for yoga. Classes 
will meet from 11:00am-12:30pm every Tuesday and 
Thursday at BVCSE -- 578 Bonanza Trail Big Bear Lake, Ca 
92315 (909) 866-7100. 

In these classes we use yoga postures and breathing 
techniques to work with the body's subtle energies to bring 
about harmony at all levels of our being, preparing us for 
meditation.  

Tuesday's class will have a gentle focus while 
Thursday's class will be a little more challenging. Both are 
beginning classes so students of all levels are welcome.  
Remember to arrive at least 5 minutes before class begins. 
Wear comfortable clothing, bring a yoga mat, towel and or 
blanket (a blanket or sweater and socks are great to have 
during the relaxation phase of class). It is best to practice on 
an empty stomach so allow enough time between breakfast 
and class.  You'll want to stay hydrated so bring water. 

I am a certified Ananda Yoga teacher and you are free to 
phone me at (909) 273-7253 for more information. 

 
 
 
 

Joy And Blessings 
Om Shanti 

 
"������

 
 

 
 

February 2009 Operating Financials 
(excludes Building Funds) 

 
 Collections        $  4,157 
  Other income    $     322 
  Total  income                 $  4,479 
   Expenses                 ($ 9,029) 

 Net income    ($ 4,550) 
 

February Attendance 
   Adults  Children 

Feb 1st           20         0 
 Feb 8th          19         0         
 Feb 15th      Cancelled for snow 
 Feb 22nd       32         0 
 
  Totals      71         0 
            3-Sunday Avg      24         0 

 
We wish to keep our Community advised of our 

Church's financial picture and to thank you for your 
generous support 

 

Spring Cleaning Could Be Pot ‘o Gold 
 for BVCSE 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Right now gold is selling for about $900 an ounce 

and silver at about $13.  We have all seen the ads on TV!  
How many of you have broken 14-24K gold or sterling 
silver chains lying around? Or rings that have lost their 
stones?  How about that ring or jewelry from your “Ex” 
you would just as soon forget?!  And, come on fellas – 
are you really gonna wear that one cuff-link or tie-tack?!  
Who wears a tie in Big Bear?! 

This is an easy, painless fundraiser for our church!  
Individually we would get pennies from these items – 
collectively, as a dear friend says, we could get some 
serious ching!  So check around in your old containers 
and jewelry boxes, grandma's goodies and old 
silverware, ask your friends and family – we will have a 
container at church on Sundays through the end of May, 
so bring in those bits and pieces of gold or silver.  There 
could be gold in them there drawers! 
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Guest Speakers 
 

Jonathan Scott Vakneen, 
Ph.D. - “Dr. J” 

April 5th 
“The Three Greatest Inventions 

of All Time” 
Dr. J’s topic will be “The 

Three Greatest Inventions of All 
Time” -- about renewing our 
entrance into the Kingdom.  Dr. J 
laughingly states “If we want to 

know what the three greatest inventions are, we will have 
to show up for his talk!” 

 Jonathan Scott Vakneen, Ph.D. (“Dr. J.”) has been 
a Holistic Life Coach for the past 15 years and has created 
systems and environments that support vibrant health and 
enhanced performance.  Working with a diverse 
population from children to octogenarians, Dr. J has 
enabled thousands of individuals (including CEO's, 
physicians, religious leaders, entertainers, actors and 
athletes) to achieve and maintain their optimal 
performance level.  By optimizing an individual's power in 
the areas of health, self-image and energy, Dr. J inspires 
his clients to go beyond the boundaries that have 
previously imposed limitations. 

 Are you ready to live the life you are destined to 
create?! . . . Come and hear Dr. J on April 5th!  

 
 

Easter Celebration 
Service 

April 12th  
With High Spirits 

 
Easter is a special time of year when we can take a 

moment to look within, and “resurrect” ourselves from the 
old ways of thinking that haven’t served us, into a new 
today, and a better tomorrow.  Science of Mind and 
metaphysics, teach us that every day we have the 
opportunity to start anew!  Come celebrate in our new 
home, and resurrect who you really are, Perfect Child of 
God!  We will have special music from our wonderful 
singers, High Spirits, and our wonderful musicians, 
Rhythm Spirits, and a special guest appearance from our 
friend, singer and songwriter, Michael McConnell.  

Nancy Walker, our High Spirits passionate leader! 
 

The Meaning of Easter 
 "Easter is not merely the celebration of the life of 

Jesus. He reminds us that we are capable of doing even 
greater things than he did. We love and celebrate the 
master teacher by practicing his principles, living his 
teachings, and following his example. When we do, our 

life shines and glorifies the power, the presence, and the 
love of God. All of us emanate from that loving 
presence. When that is our self concept, we will be able 
to say as Jesus did, "When you see me, you see the 
presence that sent me." Then you will experience Easter 
every day of your life. 

God transforms our world a little at a time by means 
of us. God needs us to shine God's light to make this 
world a better place. When we let our light shine, we 
will rise above any crucifixion experience and the entire 
world will celebrate the Easter of our hearts and we will 
rise! 
Christianity's most sacred holiday is the celebration of 
the potential that Jesus represents and the knowledge 
that we, too, are capable of leading a life that shines with 
the light of God."     (From Unity magazine) 

 

In Love and Light,  
Carolyn 

 
Ministerial Candidate 

Rev. Sue Crane 
April 19th – Pupuhi kukui 

– malino ke kai – Calming 
the Stormy Seas of Life with 
Our Light 

April 26th –  
Awakening to Oneness – 

Moving from Suffering to   
      Bliss 
Rev. Sue Crane is a candidate for our open pulpit 

and comes to us from Oahu, Hawaii.  She has lived in 
Hawaii on the island of Oahu for the past 13 years. 

Rev. Sue's topic for April 19,  - Pupuhi kukui – 
malino ke kai – “Calming the Stormy Seas of Life with 
Our Light” will be about blending Hawaiian “huna” 
spirituality with New Thought.  We will be taking a look 
at how we can calm the rough seas of our lives and be a 
steady presence for a world in crisis as well.  On April 
26, Rev. Sue will speak to us on Awakening to Oneness 
– Moving from Suffering to Bliss.  This talk will be on 
the path of the practical mystic – how everything fully 
experienced turns eventually to bliss.  In this talk she 
will touch on the eight-fold path that brings us through 
that process. 

Rev. Sue began in New Thought in 1979 at Terry 
Cole-Whittaker’s church in San Diego.  She later moved 
to Los Angeles and was Children’s Church director for 
United Spirit Church in West Hollywood.  Later she 
returned to San Diego and joined Rev. Dr. Kathy 
Hearn’s church – Pacific Church of Religious Science, 
where she became a practitioner, Children’s Church 
director, newsletter editor, and telecare ministry director. 

Rev. Sue graduated from Ernest Holmes College 
(now called Holmes Institute) in 1996. She was ordained 
by an independent New Thought church in Hawaii in 
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1998 – Science of Mind Center of Hawaii and was on their 
board of trustees.  In 2000, she accepted the pulpit at 
Church of Ke’auhou (which means New Beginnings). 

Rev. Sue has been involved with several interfaith 
groups in Hawaii including Open Table and the Interfaith 
Alliance Hawaii, Honolulu Conference of Religions for 
Peace.  She has been an active participant in AGNT’s 
Season for Nonviolence since 1998.  In 2002, she was 
involved in partnering with Unity Church of Hawaii and 
did island-wide events, including bringing Arun Gandhi 
and James Twyman to the islands. In 2003, Rev. Sue 
became the chair of the Season for Peace and Nonviolence 
Hawaii. 

Rev. Sue shares that she has been traveling for the 
past few years on a personal spiritual journey of 
awakening. She has been to Peru and twice to India - 
while in India she  was initiated as a Oneness Blessing 
(deeksha) facilitator and feels Oneness Blessing 
complements New Thought very well.  

For more information regarding Rev. Sue Crane, 
please visit her website at www.alohapath.com. 

 
 
 
 

 

ADVERTISE! 
 
Let your spiritual community know about the services and products you provide.  We want to support you!  You are invited 

to advertise your business in our monthly newsletter, which reaches over 300 people.  Please provide camera-ready art and a 
check for $25 to the church office (or any Board member) for the May issue by April 15th. Questions? Call 909-866-7100 
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This newsletter is being sent to someone who is loved and respected. 
 
Bear Valley Center for Spiritual Enrichment 
A Religious Science Community 
P. O. Box 4184, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Service:   11:30 a.m.  

Address:     578 Bonanza Trail, Big Bear Lake (across the street from The Little Greenhouse florist) 
 

Church Offices: 
578 Bonanza Trail 
Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
 

Phone:  909-866-7100 
Fax:      909-866-7100 
 

You can email at: 
bvcse@earthlink.net 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.bvcse.org 
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